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FMABA TEPBAA,
B KOTOpPOM HayuHawTcA npukniodeHus Myxu

IIpexne Bcero Hamo ckas3aTbhb, 4TO Myxa He HAcCEKOMOE,
a MaJICHbKas JE€BOYKa JBEHAAUATH JIET, C YEPHBIMU KOCHY-
KaMHU, C T'yCTBIMHU, CJIIOBHO HAPUCOBAHHBIMU YEPHOU TYUIBIO,
OpoBsiMHU, C OOJBIIUMH TJia3aMHU, OKAUMJIEHHBIMU KYCTapHH-
KOM 4YEpPHBIX, OYEHb KPACHUBO M3OTHYTBIX peECHULl. MOXKeT
OBITh, 32 3Ty YEPHOTY €€ U mpo3Banu Myxoil. A MoxeT ObITh,
3a TO, YTO OHA HA MEpPEMEHax CTPEMUTEIBbHO HOCHUIACh IO
HIKOJIE, IMOSBJAACH TO HAa OJHOM, TO Ha JAPYroM 3Ta)e, He
nepecraBas TUXOHbKO HaleBaTh KaKHUE-TO MECEHKU 0e3 CJIOB.
OTH €€ MeceHKW BechbMa MOXOJMUIH HAa MYIIMHOE T'yJI€HBE.

Kak Obpl TaM Hu ObUIO, €€ Ha3zbiBasiu Myxoil. Kiuuka no
TaKOM CTENEHU IpPUBA3aJIaCh K HEW, UTO Ja)Ke€ YYUTEIS TOBO-
punu: «Myxa, uau kK gocke». Mnu: «Myxa, nepecrtanp TIy-
neThb!» Mailo KTo MOMHHII, YTO HAcCTOdIlee MM 3TOH IEBOY-
ku — Mama.

IIpuknrouyenus Myxu Hadaauchb B NEPBBIA JAE€Hb JIETHUX
KaHUKYJ, KOrja pOAMTENHN, MOXKYPUB €€ 3a TPOUKY IO HCTO-
puu, yuu Ha paboTy. Myxa rpycTHO moBepTesia B pyKax
Tabenab CO 3JOMOJYYHOU TpOWKON, AJMHHO B3JAOXHYJa, Cy-
HyJa Tabenap B SIIMK MNUCbMEHHOTO CTOJa M cobpaiach UATH
BO IBOp, I'le €€ )aallu NOAPYXKKU. B 3Ty MUHYTY B KOpUIO-
pe paszancs pe3KHil 3BOHOK.

OHa oTKpbLIa IBEPh U HEBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYyJack. Y mopora
CTOSJI KPOILIEYHBIM CTAPUYOK, COBEPLIECHHO 3apOCIIUNA CEIbl-
MU, CHUSIOIMIUMHU, OYATO CBexHe Oenuia, BoJOCaMH. OTH
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HEECTECTBEHHO O€Jble BOJOCHI POCIU TaK TYCTO, UTO HHKAK
HEJb3s OBIJIO OMPENeNUTh, IIe KOHYAITCs OpOBH, a TJe Ha-
yuHaeTcs Oopona. A ria3a cTapuuka OBUIM TONyOBIMHU, Kak
neTHee HeOO, W Becedo NOoONECKMBaNIU U3 O€dbIX 3apoc-
neii. Myxa U cTapuuok OBIIM OJHOTO pOCTa, HO, pazyme-
eTCsl, COBCEM HE MOXOIWJIM JApYyr Ha JApyra, Kak BooOIIe
yépHOe He moxoAuT Ha Oenoe. Ecnu rnaza Myxu TemHeNH,
KakK J1Ba TAMHCTBEHHBIX KOJOJIA, TO Tja3a CTapU4Ka CBETHU-
JUCh, CIIOBHO JIBa MPO3PAadyHBIX POJHUKA.

«29TO NUAMNYT,— moaymana Myxa ¢ JTOOOTBITCTBOM,—
MHTEPECHO, KakoW y Hero rojoc? HaBepHO, NUCKIISABBIN».

— 3ApaBCTBYM, AE€BOYKA,— CKa3all CTApUYOK paCKaATH-
CThIM 0acoMm,— s 4yacoBoi MacTtep. S mnpumén wucupaBUTh
BaIlld Yachl.

— Kakue wacel? — yauBunace Myxa.— Ilama 3a0pan
CBOM Yachl Ha paboTy.

— S TOBOpPIO HE O PYYHBIX dYacaxXx, a O HAMOJbHBIX,—
npobacun CTapuyoK,— O TE€X CaMbIX, KOTOPbIE€ CTOST B YTy
Balllel CTOJOBOM.

— Jla pa3Be MOXHO NOYMHUTH T€ 4Yachl! — BOCKIHUKHY-
na Myxa.— OHU AOCTaluCh HaAM B HACIEJCTBO OT AEIYUIKH,
HO KOTJa s poauiach, OHM y¥Ke€ cTosnu. Bce mactepa ropo-
psT, YTO OHU HHUKOTrJa HE OyIYT XOJUTh.

— Bce wmacrtepa?— mnpesputenbHo (GBIPKHYJI  CTapu-
yok.— XoTea Obl i B3TJSHYTH XOTS OBl Ha OJHOTO TaKoOTO
o0e3nenpHuka! Yk Oyab yBepeHa, €My HE MO3J0POBUIIOCH
Oopi! Her Ha Hamield miaaHeTe TaKMX 4acoOB, KOTOpPBIE HEIb3
NOYUMHUTH. BO BCSKOM ciydyae HET TaKuX, KOTOPbIE HE CMOT
Obl TOYMHUTH YacoBOMl macTep BemukanoB, To ecTh s!

Crapuuok BenukanoB oTcTpaHuil MyXy cBoell MaJieHb-
KOW, HO CUJIBHOU PYYKOH W, CMEIIHO IIPUTAHIOBBIBAsA Ha map-
KeTe, YBEpEHHO HampaBuics B cTojoByr. Ha xoay oH He-
IPOMKO IMPHUIIEBAI:

He mayr 4yachl HUKaK —
N Hu TMK W HM TaK,

Ho s 3Haw caeaarhb Kak,
Y100 X0AMAM THK Ja TakK.

Myxa paccmesnack. Eil HpaBuiics 3TOT HEOOBIKHOBEH-
HbI cTapudyok. OH Tak 3apa3uTENIbHO HaleBaJl U NPUTAHIIO-
BBIBAJ, UTO OHAa HE3aMETHO AJS caMo¥W cebs Hadanda IMOBTO-
pATH €ro IBUKECHUS M HANEBATh:

He uayt yachl HUKaK —
N B THK M HM Tak,

Ho s 3Hao caejlaTh Kak,
YUrod xoauam THK Ja Tak.
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vy BXO0Oda B CTOJOBYIO CTapH4YO0K BAPYI OCTAHOBHIJIICA H
cKa3al:

— B cymHocTu Bce noau — netu. M maneHbkue U B3po-
CIIbIE.

— Tax He ObIBaeT,— HeEpEMHUTENbHO 3aMeTusa Myxa.

— DbpIBaeT CKOJBKO YroJHO,— BO3Pa3uJ OH,— TOJbKO
B3pOCJIbIE HANyCKalOT Ha Ce0sl COJUIHOCTh, XOTS Ha cCaMOM
IeJie UM O4YEeHb 4acTo, TaK K€, KaK JETSIM, XO4YeTCS NpPhIraTh,
Urpath U aypadutbesi. OHU MPOCTO MPUTBOPSAIOTCS, YTO OHU
yxke He geTu. OHu JyMarT, YTO CTAHOBSITCS BE€IUYECTBECHHBI-
MU OTTOTO, YTO XOJST, 3aJipaB HOC U CkaB Ir'yObl. A Ha caMoM
JeJIe BEJIWYHE YE€JOBEKA 3aBHUCHUT COBCEM HE OT 3TOTO.

— A oT yero? — cmnpocuia 3auHTepecoBaHHO Myxa, Ko-
TOpPOM MPUILIKUCH MO AYILI€ PaCCyX JACHHUS 4aCOBOTO MacTepa.
DTO U TMOHSITHO: KOMY M3 JI€BOYEK WJIM MaJlbUUKOB HE XOUYET-
Csl YyBCTBOBaTh ce0d HapaBHE CO B3POCIBIMHU?

— Bennune uyenoBeka 3aKJKYAETCS BOT B 4E€M,— CKa-
3aJl CTapU4yOK, NPHUKJIAIbIBasi PYKy K TOJIOBE U K TpyAu.—
B yme u B no6pom cepane! Ilogymaii 06 3TOM, Kak Claeayer,
U Tl BC€ MOMMENb, MOTOMY 4YTO y TeOs camMoOil, Kak MHE Ka-
KETCs, eCTh U yM u aobpoe cepane... Kcratu, kak teds 30-
BYT?

— Myxa.

— Benukonennoe ums! A gaxke He cnpamuBarp, KIWYKa
3TO WU HacTosmee MMs. BaxxHo, 4To Thl caMa cebs Tak Ha-
3piBacmb. JlonxkeHn tebe cooOmuTh, uto Mo damuinus Be-
JUKAHOB— TOXE€ HE HacToslasi. 3Jble S3BIKM Jalidi MHE
PTO TIPO3BHUINE, HaAESACh YIIEMHTh MOE camoiwbue: Bedb
1 OYE€Hb MaJIEHbKOro pocTa. A s ¢ 0JaroJapHOCTHIO MPUHSI
HOBOE€ HUMS$, MOTOMY YTO PEILIWJI, YTO OHO MOJAXOJUT MHE.

Ter yneiOaembcss? Ho Benwb g xe roBopun tebde, 4To ca-
MO€ Ba)XHOE€ JJIsl 4eloBeka He pocT u He Bo3pact! Ilpume-
pOM TOMY MOTYT CIYXUTh XOTs Obl maMsTHUKH... [a, na,
MaMSATHUKHA, KOTOPBIC, KaK M3BECTHO, CTABATCA TOJIBKO BEIU-
KUM JIOJsIM... Tak BOT, 1 HamoMuHarw Tebe, 4yTO Ha Hameu
njaHeTe eCThb HE Majo MaMATHUKOB, MOCTaBJEHHBIX Ojaro-
JapHbIM YE€JIOBEYECTBOM MalleHbKUM AeTsm! *

[onyOble Tnma3za crapuyka BenumkaHoBa HM3aydaiud MOTO-
KM JnackoBoro ceera. OH crosn mepen Myxol, MaleHbKHH,
U3SAIIHBIA, B aKKypaTHOM KOCTIOMYHKE, KYIJIEHHOM, I10-BH-
OIUMOMY, B MarazuHe «Jlerckuidi mMup», mogOOYEHACh U UYTh

* HeoOXxoauMo OTMETHTH, YTO BCE CKa3aHHOE cTapuukoM Bemu—
KaHOBBIM O TAMSTHHUKAX Uil JETE COOTBETCTBYET ACUCTBUTEIIBHO-
ctu. B Mockse, Hanpumep, coopyk€H namatHuk [lasinuky Moposo-
By, Ha Ypane—Kome Msrotuny, Ha VYkpamHne—Bane Kortuky
u T. 1. B Tommanmuym mOCTaBleH NAMATHUK Malb4UKy, KOTOPBIU



packauyuBasch Ha HOCKax. Myxa cmoTpejia Ha HEro C yBa-
JKCHHUECM.

— Tbl, HaBepHO, OYEHBb OBICTPO Oeraeumb?— BAPYT CIPO-
CHJ OH, OTJIsSIAbIBas €€ C HOT J0 TOJIOBHI.

— bricTpee Bcex B kilacce...— MOpO30BeJia OHA.

— 4 toxe ObicTpo Oeraro,— cKazajl OH,—HUHTEPECHO,
KTO U3 Hac ObicTpee? Xopomo Obl mococTsa3aTbes... Ciymai,
BeJb Thl, HEOOCh,— I'pO3a BCEX MIKOJbHBIX MAaJbYUIICK?
[IpaBna? Tebs moGaumBaroTCsS OHH?

— Jla,— co3Hallach OHAa,— €CJIHU OHMU 3aJUPAIOTCS, I UM
cnycka He gato!

— IIpexpacHo! — BOCKJIMKHYII 4acOBOM MacTtep.—
JIro6n0 cMmenbix neBouek! A kak Tol yuulibes? 1 nymarto,
y TeOs HEeT HM OJHOU TPOUKH.

— EcTb...— Tuxo0 B3mg0xHyna Myxa.— Tpolka nmo ucro-

puu...

— 0-0-0! — pazouapoBaHHO mpobacun MalieHbKHU Be-
nukaHoB.— S moTpsicén, Myxa! WcTopusi — BEJIUKOJIETHEH-
masi u3 Bcex Hayk! S HaBepHsika Obln Obl mpodeccopom
UCTOpHUHU, €ciau Obl MOHM OTel He 3axX0Tejd, YTOObl s cTaj ya-
COBIUKOM. J[€10 B TOM, 4TO M MOH OTeI M MOH Jea ObLIH
4acoBBIX el MacTtepaMmMu... Hy 4dto %, HIEM NTOCMOTpUM
BalllM HAMOJIbHbIE YaChl, IOTOMY YTO Mbl U TaK yXX€ U3PAIHO

3a00JITAIUCK...

Yacel 3aHMMaJu BECh Yrojl CTOJOBOH, DTO OBLIM OYEHB
CTapuUHHBIC Yachl BHICOTOW HE MEHee JBYX METpPOB ¢ OpPOH30-
BBIMU MHKPYCTAIMSIMU U KPACUBBIM CBeTAMUMCS mudepbia-
ToM. OTrpOMHBIA 30JIOTUCTBIM KpPyr MasTHHUKa cHajl 3a CTe-
KJISSHHOU nBepuei. HUKTO B gOME He Clblliall, KakK 3T 4Yachl
TUKAOT W 3BOHAT. MHorma, korga Myxa BbITHUpaja € HUX
OBIIb M 3ajJieBajia MX JOKTEM, 4achl HM3JaBajdd THUXHUHU IIejie-
CTALIMK 3BYK, MOXOXHW Ha B3J0X, CIOBHO OHU >XaJIOBAJHUCh
HAa TOMUTEJIbHYIO CKYKY M 0e37edaTelibHOCTh. HUKTO HE OTHO-
CHJICS CE€PbE3HO K HYacaM, UX IMPOCTO COXPAHSIIU B KBApTH-

pe, KaKk CTapMHHOE YKpalleHHE.

Ho manenpkuii BennkaHOB mpUIIENT OT 3TUX HAMOJbHBIX
4acoB B HEHUCTOBBIM BocTOpr. Ero rmasa pacmiupuiauce u
ctanu emé royybee, 4yedOCTh OTBUCIAA W moaparuBana. OH
"I.-,rn_rr.mﬂmi o CUJIMJICS 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO BOJIHEHUE CKOBAJO fA3BIK YacCO-

'"”'"”“111'rf‘i-‘f!:r!_'r = BOIO MacTepa.

— UYto 1 BUuXKy! — HakOHEl BOCKJIHMKHYJ OH, OTCTymnasd
u B3MaxuBasg pykamu,— Urto g Buxy! Urto s Buxy! Her,
ATOTO HE MOXeET ObITh! S, Ka)xeTcs, MOTY COMTH C yMa OT pa-
noctu! S pyman, 4To 3TH 4Yackl — IIoA (aHTa3uum MOEro
nena! Ho Temepp s BHXY, 4TO 4Yachl BEKOB CYIIECTBYIOT Ha
camom gene! Myxa! Jloporas Myxa! Ilepen HaMu HENMOBTO-
puMBble, BOJIIIEOHbIE, €JUHCTBEHHBIE B MHUpPE 4Yachl BEKOB!




OT0 moxoxe Ha cka3ky! A MoxeT ObITh, MBI HAa CAMOM JI€Ji€
nonajid B CKas3ky!

Myxa modytu HMYEro He IIOHAJIAa M3 CKAa3aHHOTO CTapHuy-
KOM, HO €ro BOJIHEHHME IEPENAIOCh CH.

— Yacwel BekoB?— cnpocuna oHa.— YUto 3TO0 3HaAuuT?

— OTO 3HAYUT,— TOPKECTBEHHO cKa3al BenukaHOB,—
yTOo UMGpPHl HA ITUX 4Yacax Mokas3piBaoT Beka! Jla, na, He
yachl, a Beka u gaxe teicauenetus! Llensie amoxu! He Oynp
1 YacOBBIX J€J MacTE€pPOM, €cJiM 3TOo He Tak! Buaumsp 3TOT
30JI0TUCTBIM MAasITHUK?

— Buxy... Tonbk0o OH HUKOrJa HE KadaeTcs.

— On Oyner kauatbcs, yépt Bo3bMH!.. Tak BoT, ecnu
OTKPBITh CTEKJISHHYIO IBEpPUY, TO 3a MAaATHUKOM MOXHO Oy-
neT OOHapyX HUTh BTOPYIO, 3aJHIOI0 JBEpPLY M3 KPacHOTO Je-
peBa. A Ta 3aaHsAA aBepua, Muias Myxa, BeIE€T B NPOULLIBIE
Beka! Tonabko OTKpoil €€ — u Thl monaaéumb B JOO0YI 3MOXY,
C TOM MmOpHl, KOrja Ha Hamel 3eMje MOSABUIOCH Pa3yMHOE
cylecTBo, uMeHyemoe uenoBekom! Heyxenu tebe HeuHTe-
PECHO NOMNYyTEIEeCTBOBAaTh MO BEKaM?

— KOHEYHO, HMHTEpEeCHO,— HEIOBEPUYMBO YCMEXHYJIAch
Myxa,— HO €CiM OTKpPBITh 3aJHIOI0 ABEPLY, YTKHEIIbCS HO-
COM B yroj CTOJIOBOH...

— VYTKHEmbCA, e€cIM Yackl OyOyT CTOATh,— 3aBOpual
BennkaHoOB,— HO Ha TO S U YACOBUIMK, YTOOBl OHU XOJMJIH!

NMABA BTOPAA,
B Kotopod Myxa u cTapuyok BenumkaHoB npoHUKAKWT B
AONCTOPUYECKYIO 3MOXY

MuHyT gecsaTh OH Komajics B MexXaHu3Me 4acoB. [lus
3TOTO CTapuuky BenankaHOBY NpUILIOCH CTaTh Ha cTyl. My-
Xa BHJENa, KaK y 4acoBOr0 MacTepa, JOJKHO ObITh OT He-
TepIEeHus, APOXKAT KOJEHH, a OJAUH KabJIydoK BHIOMBAET Ha
CTyJie MEJIKYI0 Jpo0b. HakoHel OH COpBITHYJ CO CTyJa U Je-
FOHbKO, OJHUM HaJbYMKOM, TOJKHYJ 30JOTUCTBI MasiTHUK.

MasTHuK 3akKadacs.

— Tuk-tak,— 4€TKO W HETOPOMJIMUBO 3arOBOPHUIM Ya-
Cbl,— THUK-TaK, THK-TaK...

— MWnyt! — kpukHyn BenukaHoB CBOUM 3bIYHBIM 0a-
com.— Ypa! JJoporasg Myxa, yd€Hble yTBEpPKAAOT, YTO IEP-
BbII 4YEJOBEK Ia Haled 3eMJie MOSIBHICS INPUMEPHO OKO-
J0 OAHOTO MMJUIMOHA JeT Hazaja. Celyac MBI NPOBEPHUM,
TaK JIM 3TO... Buaump, CTpeaku 4YacoB COIUIKWCH Ha JBeE-
Hannatu. C 3Toro yaca, WiM TOYHEE C al€KOW U eué HUKEM
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HE BHUJAHHOW 3IMOXH, MBI HAUYMHAEM Halle IyTeuecTBue!

OH NpOCYyHYJN PYKYy MEXAy MasTHHUKOM U OOKOBOW CTEH-
KOM 4YacoB M pacmaxHyJ 3aJHIOI0 asepuny. Yro-to 3enéHoe,
3aJIUTO€ OCJICNIUTEIBHO SPKUM CBETOM, MEJIBKHYJIO B OT-
KPBIBIIEMCS TNPOXOJAE, UM B KOMHAaTe Cpa3y IMOBESJIO BIaX-
HBIM TEIIJIOM.

CHauvana crapuuyok Benukanos, a 3a HUM Myxa npo-
CKOJIB3HYJIM MEXJAYy MasTHUKOM M OOKOBOHl CTEHKOW YacoB
U OYYTHJIHUCHh B 3apOCIHAX BEIUYECTBEHHBIX NAIIOPOTHUKOB.
ConHEYHBIH CBET KOJEOJMIOMMMUCSA MNATHAMHU JIeXaJl Ha Or-
POMHBIX JIaI4aTbIX JHUCThAX. DBBUIO AYIIHO M )KapkKo.

— Tuk-tak,— MEpPHO CTy4YajJH 3a CIIMHOM Yachl BEKOB,—
THUK-TaK...

Myxa orngnynacbk. Kak 3To HM OBUIO CTpaHHO, HO OHa
U CTapuuyoK BelaukaHOB BOIIIM B JOUCTOPUYECKYIO DJIIOXY
U3 y3KOM M TEMHOM TPELIMHBI B I'PAaHUTHOU ckKaje. Huxkaxmx
gyacoB He cymecTBoBajgo! Tonbko W3 TIyOUHBI TpPEUIMHBI
JOHOCHUIIUCHh TOP)KECTBEHHBIE 3BYKH:

— Tuk-taK, THK-TaK...

— Hy, u4ro %, Myxa,— cka3an BennkaHoB,— MOWAEM
IOCMOTPUM Ha 3TOT CTPaHHBIA Mup!

— A ™Mbl Haiiném gopory oOpaTHO?— 3aTpeBOXKHIIACH
oHa.— B 3Tux 3apociasix ouyeHb JETrKo 3a0NyAUThCH.

— He Oecnokoiica! Kyna Ob1 Mbl HU ylIJIH, MBI BCeTja
OyneM cIbIIIaTh THKaHbE HAIIUX BOJIIEOHBIX 4YacoB... Waém
xe!

OHM CKOpPO MHHOBAJM 3apOCJIH MAaNOPOTHHUKOB W BBIIIHA
no MITKMM MXaM K Oepery peku. bypHoe TeueHue Heco
TEMHBIE KOpATM U KaKUeE-TO 3€JEHBIE IyYKHU: BEPOSATHO, peKa

T
‘%‘ re-To MOoJAMbLIAa OOPBIBUCTHIA Oeper, W pacTeHus oOpyuiu-

\ JUCHh B BONY.

1) Pexa Obiia oueHb MUPOKOW W MYTHOHU. [IpOTHUBOIOIOXK-
~ HbI Oeper enBa yrajbiBalicsi B JbIMKE TyMaHa, B KOTOPOM
\l 30pkue riaa3za Myxu pas3rasaenu HESCHYI TIpsSAgy OCTPOKO-

S HEYHBIX BEPUIMH Jieca.

BenukanoB u Myxa cTOsaM Ha BBICOKOM, HEpPOBHOM Oe-
pery, OBE€BaeMble TOPAYMM BETPOM, HAIMOJHEHHBIM 3amaxa-
MU CBIPOCTH U HEBEAOMBIX TpaB. OT 3THUX CIaJKOBATO-OCT-
pBIX 3amaxoB BO pTY MOSBIAJIACh OCKOMHHA M KPYXKHUJIACh
rojoBa. bpino au uTo-HMOYIb 3HAKOMOE B JTHUX 3amaxax?
[Toxany¥, HUYEro, Kpome TEMION CBIPpOCTU. Bec€ xaszamoch
HEOOBIYHBIM M HHM C Y€M HE CPaBHUMBIM.

— Tume! — npomenrtan BenukaHoB, 00eCIOKOEHHO
yKa3piBass ¢ oOpbIBa Ha 4YTO-TO TEMHOE B BOJE. DTO TEMHOE
U HeompeaeNéHHOE BHayalle MOKa3zajloch Myxe HEOOJbIIUM
OCTPOBKOM, mopocuiuM OypeiMu Bogopociasimu. Ho ocTpoBok
BAPYT 3alI€BEJUJICSA, U3 BOJABl BBICYHYJAach MNPOJOJIrOBaTas

10






A R R f

rojaoBa C JJIMHHBIM X000TOM M JBYMS O€lNbIMU OUBHSMHU.
Xo000T, U3BUBASACH, B3ZMETHYJICS HAJ PEKOW M IIyMHO BbINYy-
CTUJI LEeJBIM Kackaj BoJbl. TOJNbKO Temepb NoHsnIa Myxa,
YTO MOXHATYH IIEPCTh KAKOro-TO THMTAaHTCKOTO >KMUBOTHOTO
OHa MNpUHAJNA 32 BOJOPOCIH.

— CrnoH?— cnpocuia oHa MENOTOM.

— Hy, xoHeuHo xe, cMmoTpuTe y Hero xo6otr. Hacros-
IIAA CBUH!

— He nymaw,— orBetun BenukanoB.— Ckopell Bcero
MaMOHT... A MOXeT ObITh, MPEJOK U CIOHOB U MaMOHTOB.
Bo Bcakom ciydae oH pa3za B Tpu OoJbIlle M3BECTHBIX MHE
BUJIOB CJIOHOB.

['uranTt sBHO Hacnaxpgajiacs KynaHuemM. MoOXHATO€ XKH-
BOTHO€ CJOBHO M3 MONIHOTO OpaHJCHOWTa MOJMBallo cebs
peYHOM BOJOHN, BBIMBIBAS M3 IMIEPCTH KAKUX-TO OTPOMHBIX
HAaCEKOMBIX M KPYIJBIX PbIKHUX Kieuieid. HekoTopwsie U3 HUX
NOCTUTAIU B AUMaMeTpe He MeHee merpa. Kiemu mnaganu
B peKy, NMepeBOpavyMBasich Ha CIMHY U OCCIIOMOIIHO IIEBEJs
MHOJXECTBOM HOJXXEK; TEUeHHE OBICTPO OTHOCHIO UX B CTO-
pOHY, BOJa cpa3y 3aKumajia BOKPYr, U CTau pbl0 B HECKOJIb-
KO MTHOBEHUW MOXHUPAIU KIECIICH.

N TyT npou30mII0 HEYTO TAaKOE€ HEOXKUJAAHHOE U CTpall-
HOoe, uTo Myxa moTOM J0JITO HE MOoTrja npuiaTh B cebs. Peka
B CaMOHM CTpeMHHUHE BJIpYyr OemieHo 3a0ypiiujaa U 3aKJIOKO-
Tana. OTO HIYMHOE KJIOKOTaHbE CTPEMHUTEIbHO NPUOIHKA-




J0Ch K Oepery. MoxHaThlii TUTAaHT HAa CEKYHIY 3aCThLI C MpPU-
HOJHATHIM XO000TOM M, 3aXpuUIeB, pBaHyJica k Oepery. ToH-
HBl TPA3HO-KENTON BOJBI B3JETEIM HAJ HUM, MOCESB IEJIbIU
I0XJb NPOTUBHBIX, TEIJIOBATHIX OpbI3r Ha Myxy u Benuka-
HOBA.

Kak HU Topomuiicd TMUTaHT, OH HE YWIEND OT CBOEH Trubdenu.
Boga yxe muneckanach M KJokoTana BOKpyr Hero. CoTHH, a
MOXET OBbITh, THICSIYM KAKHX-TO PEYHBIX XHUIIHUKOB CO BCEX
CTOPOH aTaKOBaJHW MOTyYee XMUBOTHOE, BBICOBBIBAS M3 BOJbI
3ybacTeie macTu. bbpiIo OTUETIMBO BHUAHO, KAK OHH TEpP3aloT
HECYACTHOTO THMIaHTa, BBIPbIBAs M3 €ro TyWIM KYyCKM MsAca.
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HYTY KJIOKOTaJla HaJ HUM W yCIOKOHWJach. A emeé depe3 MU-
HYTYy, KOTJa TE€YCHHE YHECJIO0 HJI W TEeCOK, MOJTHIThIC CO JHA
THOHYIIUM TUTAHTOM, CTajd BHJEH €ro OOrJOoJaHHBIM OCTOB.
Hu omgHOoro kimouyka Msca He OBIJIO Ha THFaHTCKUX O€IbIX
KOCTSX.

Peka mo-mpexHeMy CIOKOWHO HecJa KyJna-TO K HEBEIO-
MOMY MOPIO WM OKEaHy CBOM MYTHBIE BOJbI, U TUUIMHY TIO-
psYero, BIAXXHOTO JHS Hapyllald TOJbKO TOPTaHHbIE KPUKHU
napsmux B BBIIIMHE OENbIX MTHUI, MOXO0XUX HAa OTPOMHBIX
qJaek.

— Jla! — nmepenoxHyn BenukaHoB, KauyHyB CE€I0H TroJjo-
Boii.— Takoe u Bo cHe He npucHutcs!.. He xxenmaemsb nu Thl,
Myxa, HCKynaTbcs B 3TOM MNPEIECTHOM pedymke?

— C ynoBosbCcTBHEM,— OBICTPO CKa3zaja OHAa,— TOJBKO
IIOCJI€ TOTO, Kak Bbl, TOBapulll DBelukaHOB, MOKaXeTe MHE
npumep!

— MHWmes 1B, Kakas cooOpa3utenbHasi! — yCMEXHYJCA
oH.— Her yx, 4TO0 KacaeTrcs MeHs, TO 1 MNPEANOYUTAIO TO-
JNOXKJ1aTh MHWJUIMOH JIET, KOTJAa HACTYNUT HAlla 3pa, U PEKHU
OYUCTATCA OT TBapeil, MOKUPAKWIIUX B OJHO MIHOBEHHE
TOHHBI XUBOTO Msca!l

OHu MeaieHHO WM nmo Oepery, ciblma, Kak rae-To 3a
CIIMHOW pa3MEPEHHO W HEOTCTYMHO CTydaT 4achl BEKOB:

— Twuk-taK, THK-TaK...

ConHlle TOJHUMAJIOCh BCE BBINIE, CTAHOBUJIOCH HECTEP-
nUMO Xapko, 1 Myxy Haudana My4uTh xkaxnaa. OHa oTcTalna
OT CBOETO CHYTHHKA W, HAKOHEI[, B3MOJMUJIACH:

— ToBapum BenukaHoB, 3a4eM Mbl UAEM TOJ COJHIIEM?
CMmoTpute, coBceM psigom jec!

— A TBI yBepeHa, U4TO B JIeCy HET 3y0acThIX rajoB, Ka-
K€ BOJATCS B 3JCIMIHHUX BOJAaX?— CHPOCHI OH, OCTAHABIIU-
BasiCh, HO, MOJyMaB, MPHOABUII:

13




— BmnpoueMm, kak roBopurcs, 00sIThCs rajoB — B JIEC HE
XOJIUTh...

OnHako mepBOOBITHBIM Jiec OKa3ajcs Majao MpUCIoco0-
JEHHBIM JJIs mporynok. OHM ¢ TpyJoM HpoOHpanuch CKBO3b
HArpoMOXJA€HHS THHUIOIEro Oypeiaoma, ChIpOro M CKOJIB3KO-
ro. Crano mo4Tu coBCEM TEMHO. TOJCTBIE CTBOJIBI IIEPIIABBIX
U BJIQXXHBIX JE€PEBHEB, MOPOJY KOTOPBIX HEBO3MOXHO OBLIO
ONIPEAECIUTh B IOJyMpakKe, TECHO NOJHUMAIUCh BOKPYI 4YEp-
HBIMU NPUBUACHUAMU. J[yIIHbIE THUJIOCTHBIE HMCIIAPEHUS Ha-
NOJIHANKA BO3AYyX cMpazom. Myxa TO M J€JI0 CKOJIb3UJa,
HAacTymass Ha 4YyJAOBHUINHO Oojbuine rpulbl, KOTOpbIE JONa-
JUCHh TOJ HOTOW, Kak BwIcTpesn. Heckonpko pa3 oHa ymnaina,
00JbpHO McLapamnaB JUIO U pyKu. B poBeplieHue Ko BCceMy
Ha MyTHUKOB Hamajlu MUPHAAbl JETAKIIUX HaceKOMbIX. OHU
0O0JBbHO JKAJUJIM, a NPHU AbBIXaHUHU BPBIBAJIHUCH B POT, JIE3IH
B HO3JIPU U YUIH.

— 4 O6onpme He wmory! — xamoOHO KpukHyla Myxa
BenukaHoBy, BBIIJIEBBIBASS OTBPATUTENbHYIO Kally M3 Hace-
KOMbIX.— I[loxanylcra, ugémre TOMOW...

FMABA TPETbA,
B KOTOPOW NpPOUCXOAUT CMepTenbHas cXBaTKa
06e3bAHblI C TUFPOM

B 3Ty MuHyTy Bnepeau MeEJNbKHYJ CBET, U OHU CKOpPO BbI-
I Ha OOMMUPHYI TOJISHY, 3apOCIHIYI0O BBICOKOW, COYHOMU
TpaBoii. C ABYX CTOPOH MOJISIHY 3aMBbIKalu TJIBIOBI CKaj, 00-
pa3ys mouyTd MpsAMOM yroj. A B caMOM yIJy C BBICOTHI He-
CKOJIbKUX METPOB W3 TOHKOW pacIIelMHbI BBHIOWBAJCS Y3KHUU
U IPO3PayHbIi, CIOBHO CTEKJIO, BECENBIN PYUEEK.

C kakuM HacllaXJC€HUEM OHU MUIU NPHUITHYIO, IOYTH
aensuy Boay! OT xomonma y Myxu Hauvaimo JOMHUTH J00.
Bona crekana mo momboponky, 3a0psidrana ¢apTyk, a OHa
BCE MUJIA U MHUJIA...

— He 3a0miBaii, Myxa, 4To Thl INomajga B 3MOXYy, Korja
Ha 3€eMJie elé HeT HU Bpadyed, HU JIEKapCTB,— BOPUJIHUBO
NporoBopuil BenukaHoB,— €cJW Tbhl NOPOCTYAWIIb  TOPJIO,
TeOs HekoMy OyaeT Je4YUTh!

— Emé oamH TrTIi0TOYEeK! — cka3zajla oHa OecIe4YHO.—
Sl Hukorga He MPOCTYKUBAKCH.

K Heit BepHynoch xopomiee HacTpoeHue. OHa BbITEpJia
PYKaBOM MOKpPOE€ JHIIO M OTasjaenaach. JTo OBIJIO IO-HACTO-
AlIEMY KpacuBoe mecTo. B TpaBe, TaM u TyT, MNECTpeNu
SIpKHE, HE3HAaKOMBIE IBETHI, @ B ILEHTPE MOJSIHBI BBICOKO
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K HeOy MOJHUMANUCh CTPOMHBIE CTBOJIBI MAIbMOBBIX J€PEBb-
eB. MXx pocno 31ech HE MEHbIIE AecsATKa. B BBIIIMHE OCTpO-
KOHEUYHBIE JUCThs CIUIETAJIHUCh B T'YCTYIO KPOHY, U Ha TpPaBy
najaina 3aMaH4YuWBas TEHb.

— Bot Obl OTAOXHYTH B 3TOM TE€HH! — cKa3alla OHa, IO-
TSATHBAsICh, U yXKe OBLJIO IBUHYJACh K MalbMaM, HO Benuka-
HOB OCTAaHOBMIJI €€.

— Ocropoxneit! — nouusun oH romoc.— Kakx 6b1 My-
Xa-MyIlIKa He IoIaJla B JUIIYyYKYy, U3 KOTOPOH, KaK HU3BECTHO,
TBOU JieTalolnue TE3KM HHUKOraa He BbIOMparTcs!

YacoBou MacTep ykaszaJd €l Ha CTBOJI IaJbMBbI.

— He Buxy HHKakoW JIHUIYYKU,— IOXKaja OHa ILIe-
YaMHu.

— A 11 npucmotpucek! To, 94TO BHXKY £, MOXKAIYyH, Aaxe
NOXYyXK€ JTUIYYKH!

Myxa paccmarpuBana IepeBO, 3aCJIOHUB JIAJOWKOMN TIJa-
3a OT ciensuero coimHua. M BIpYr BCKpUKHYyJA:

— Kakoit yxac!

Boxkpyr cTBona o0BHMBajsach OrpoMHas MATHUCTAs 3Mes.
Kazanoces, oHa gpemaina.

— He O6ynem, Myxa, BcTynatb B KOH(JIHUKT C JpeBHEI-
muM npecmbikamomumcda. IlycTs cebe cnut uiau genaet BUL,
YTO CHUT... Sl yOoexa€H, 4To HaM HaJ0, KaK MOXXHO CKOpEM,
YHOCHTH OTCIOJa HOTH!

YHOCHTh HOTM UM HE€ MNPUILIOCH, NOTOMY 4YTO Ha MOJSHY
COBEPUICEHHO HEXJaHHO OOpyHIMics WIKBaJbHBIA BETEP C KO-
CbIM, cOmBaromuM c¢ Hor goxaéM. CoaHie CBETHIO BCE
TaK € SPKO, U MOITOMY MM IOKa3alloCh, YTO JOXKIAb JIBET
¢ uuctoro cuHero Heba. [Ipocto Myxa u BenukaHoB He ycmne-
I 3aMETHUTh, KaK M3-3a Jieca HE BBIILIbIIA, a BBUIETENA KIy-
O0ssmasca uy€pHo-duoneroBas Tyda. Jloxkap MOXOAUT Ha TO-
TOK, IIPOPBABIIMM IUIOTHHY, OH 3aXJECTBHIBAl JbIXaHHE,
rpeMesn, pblyajdl U CBHUCTEJ, 3arjaymasi Bce Ipyrue 3BYKH
ApeBHEero Mupa. Myxa Bujaena, Kak LIEBEISATCS I'yObl COTHYB-
Ierocsi IoJ TsKECThbIO AOXIA BennkanoBa, MoHMMAana, 4To
OH YTO-TO KPHYHUT €i, HO He pa3zoOpaia HH OJHOrO CJOBA.
Ona nexxama Ha 3emJie, INpUXKaTas K HEW JOKIEBBIM BOJO-
agoM.

Hakonenm eMmy yaanoch CXBaTUTh €€ 3a PyKy MU MNOATH-
HYTh K ckane. HampsAras cuiipl, MaJIeHbKHH 4aCOBOU MacTep
BTOJKHYJT Myxy B HeOOJbIIOE KPYrjioe OTBEPCTHUE U MPOTHUC-
HYJICA B HETO CaM.

Honro nexanu oOecCUIICHHbIE MYyTHUKU B TEMHOU TMele-
pe. JIuBeHb KOHYMIICS TaK K€ HEOXHJIAHHO, KAK W HayaJjcs,
B KpPYIJIOM OTBEPCTUU 3aCBEPKAJIO COJHIE, a OHU BCE emé
HE IIEBEJIMINCH, CIyllas B HACTYNUBIICH THUIIMHE CIIOKOWHOE
TUKaHbE BOJIIMIEOHBIX YaCOB.
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— Kaxk Tb1 cebs yyBcTByemb, Myxa-mymika?— yclbl-
manga oHa cjal0blif TOJOC YacOBOTO MacTepa.

OHa He cpa3y OTBeTHJIa, MOTOMY UTO € OBIJIO TPYIHO
BOpPOYATh JaXE S3BIKOM.

— Mpyxa! — 3abecnokouncs oH.— Thl COBIIUIIL MEHS?

— Jla...— B37g0xHyna oHa.— S cebsg YyBCTBYIO Tak,
OyATO MEHS pacKaThiBaJlHW CKaJlKOW, a MOTOM pa3pe3and Ha
Janmy.

— Hy, pa3 Tbl ocTpullb, 3HAYUT JIaMniia U3 TeOS HE MO-
Jy4HUaach,— YCIHOKOHUJICS OH.

— S OBl ¢ yAOBOJILCTBUEM MoXJebana ceiiyac MaMHHOU

Jamniu,— CHOBa B3JOXHYyJa OHA.
— boroch, 9To 3TO Tebe He yaacTcs, TaKk KaK OT MaMBbl
TeOs celiuac oTaeNsieT HEOOJbIIONW OTPE30K BPEMEHH — BCE-

ro B OJUH MUJINOH jJeT! MoxkeT ObITh, Thl HEJIOBOJIbHA, YTO
OTHpPAaBUJIACh CO MHOW B 3TO HEOOBIYHOE MyTEIIECTBUE?

— Uro BBI! A XO04y mpomyTemecTBOBaTh LEIUKOM BECH
MUJIJIMOH JEeT!



— B Ttakom cayvae naBaii BeiOepeMcs M3 MEMIEpbl Ha
COJIHBIIIKO M BBICYIIMM Hally oxexAy. Thl cMmesas AeBOYKa,
U 5 TeNepb BUXKY, UTO MAJIbUYUIIKU TeOA O0snuch He 3ps!

Myxa noaHsiach, MNOJbIEHHAA IMOXBAaJOM, B3TJIAHYJIA
B Hapy>XKHOE€ OTBEPCTHE U HETPOMKO axHYyJa.

— Tcc...— npomunen 3a €€ cnuHoM BenukanoB.— Mul,
Ka)XeTcs, BUAUM TO, YTO UCKayu!

Ha npubutoil nuBHEM TpaBe BalsAJIOCh MHOXKECTBO OCHI-
NaBIIMXCS MaJbMOBBIX OPEXOB BEIWUYMHOW ¢ A0OpHIH apOys3.
A HaJ opexaMM CKJIOHHMJIHUCH OOJIBIINE BOJOCAThIe 00E3bSHBI.
[Memas ctas o0e3pssH! Moryune, MyCKYJHUCTbI€, OHH TIpPBI3JIN
COCPENOTOYEHHO OPEXM KpEemKUMH, Kak Kejae3o, 3yO0amu.
[To-BunumoMy, 3TO OblIa TpyaHas paboTa, MOTOMY YTO Haj
NOJITHOW CTOSII TAKOM CKPUII U CKPEXKET, CIOBHO CTO IOBA-
pPOB BBICKpEOAaIH HOXAMHU CTO KacCTPIOJb.

Hekotopsie 00€3bsSHBI, KaK OBIJIO BUIHO, YK€ MPOTPHI3-
au TBEPAYI KOXYPY U, NPUINOJHSIB OpEXH MEPEAHUMHU Jiama-
MH, BbBICACBIBAJIM M3 HHUX COK. OHHU Ienanu 3TO C TAKUM CTa-
paHueM M NPUYMOKHMBAJIM TAaK alleTUTHO, YTO YacOBOW Ma-
CTEp 3aBUCTJMBO NPOLIEHTAN:

— Ecau O6b1 y MeHsa OblIM Takue 3yObl! — M B3JIOXHYB,
HOIIyMajl CBOI YEIIOCTb.

HexoTopsie 00€3bsiHBI, HACBITUBIIUCH, CHIEIU U JIeKalu
Ha TpaBe W OmaroaymHo ypuyanu. OaHa U3 HUX Ha TpEX na-
max Tamujia KyJa-TO CONPOTHUBIAONIETOCH AeTEHbIma. Yer-
BEPTOM Jlamo¥d OHA JOBOJILHO Tpy0OOBATO JA€pikajia €ro 3a IIu-
BOPOT, HE MpujaaBas HUKAKOTO 3HA4YEHUs ero BU3Ty. JleTé-
HBIII OapaxTajcs W BOMUI TaK TMPOH3UTEIBHO M C TAKHM
yIOEHUEM, KaK 3TO JeJalT HEKOTOphIEe NETH €I€ U B HaIle
BpeMs. Ero BOMIM MOXOMMAM Ha HEYTO CPEJHEE MEXKIY BU3-
roM TMOpPOCEHKAa M KPUKAMHU KaNPHU3HOTO TEPBOKIJIACCHUKA.

OOe3psiHE-MaMalie, BEPOSATHO, HAJOEIM HIyMHbIE CTEHAa-
HUS CbIHA, OHA NPUNOAHANACH HA 3aJHUX JlallaX U OTBECHUIIA
€My KpENKHMW IJIENOK 4YyTh IOHUXKE CHUHBI. JleTEHBII cpa-
3y YMOIK.

— IlpumuTuUBHOE CpeACTBO BOCHHUTAHHSA,— MPOOOPMO-
tan BenukaHoB,— HO, KaxXeTcs, yOeAUTENbHOE...

W Bapyr o0e3bsiHBl CTPEMHUTEIbHO, B HECKOJbKO MTHOBE-
HUU B3JICTEJIU Ha AepeBbsi. Bce, kpome 01HOM, TOW caMOU, KO-
TOpas I'pbl3jia CBOM OpeX CIHUIIKOM AaJieKo OT naiamsM. lopo-
Iy HaBepX €W oTpe3all OrpoMHbIM monocaTbld TUrp. OH mO-
SABUJICSI Ha NOJIsIHE TaK HEXJAHHO U OBICTPO, CIOBHO BBIPOC
U3-TI0JT 3€MJIH.

OOe3bssHa Ha 4YETBEpEHbKAX MATHIACh K CKajlaMm, B TO
BpeMs Kak €& COpOoAuYM IOJHAJIM Ha BETKAX OTIYUIUTEIb-
HbI TPEBOXHBIU ranaéx. Turp He oOpaTun Ha UX KPUKU HU
MaJIeHIIero BHHUMAaHMWA, €ro rijia3a HEOTPBIBHO CIEIHIH 3a
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nomnaBiiei B 3amagHi o00e3bsiHONW. KpacuBas mosocaras
KOIIIKa BEJIMYMHOW C JIomajb pa3jerjiach Ha MOKPOHW Tpase,
IPOMKO MYpJbIKasg U MOCTYKMBAs MO 3€MJE€ CHUIbHBIM XBO-
ctom. Turp He cmemmuyi CXBaTUTh AOOBIUY, OH Urpall C HEW,
KaK KOIIKa UTrPaeT C MBIIIbBIO.

— Hago cmactu 00e3bsiHKY! — ropsdo 3amenTtana My-
xa.— ToBapuny BenukanoB, mpuaymaite uto-aubyas! Hy,
noxajnyicra, 1 Bac O4eHp npoumy!

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO,— B3J0XHYJ OH.— Bnpouem, ecau
Thl COTJIaCHA MPEAJIOXKHUTh TUTPY ce0s BMECTO O0OE3bsHHI...

— Bbl mytute, a MHe €€ Oo4eHb XKaJko! — Ha raaszax
Myxu BBICTYNHIHA CHE3BI.

— Ecinm xkanetp BceX KHUBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIX COXpalu
XHIIHUKH JPEBHErO0 MHUpa, HE XBAaTHUT OKe€aHa CJI€3, Joporas
Myxa! Ho morommu, moxxeT ObITh, 3Ta OeaHas o0e3bsIHKA
B IOJITOpA YEJIOBEYECKUX pOCTAa camMa HauWAET BBIXOJ U3,
NpsMO CKaXeM, KPHUTHYECKOTO MOJIOKEHHUS...

OO0e3bsiHa AOMATHUIACH JO OTBECHOM CKaJibl, ymnépiachk
B He€ XBOCTOM M MOJHSJAch Ha 3agHue Janbl. Kazanocs,
OHAa TMPUTOTOBUJIACH TPYAbI0 BCTPETUTh CMEPTEIbHOTO
Bpara.

— Ara! — THUXOHBKO BOCKJHMKHYJ YacOBOW MacTep.—
Mononunna! OHa NPUTOTOBUIJIA MNEPEIHUE KOHEYHOCTH IJIS
60opwOBI! IlocMoTpu, Myxa, 3TO BOJOCATOE CTPAIIUIHIIE CTa-
J0 MOXOJIUTh HEMHOr0 Ha uesoBeka! Hy, koHeuHo ke, Ha 4Ye-
noseka! XoTs, MmoKallyi, IJs 4YeJoBeKa y I3TOM 0O0€3bSHBI




elé CAMIIKOM JUIMHHBIE PYKH W TMOYTH COBCEM OTCYTCTBY-
eT 7100...

— Jla momonuute! — cTpajanbdyecku mnpomenrtaia My-
xa.—Jlyume naBaiite mpuaymaem, Kak €€ cracTtu!

— A 1e0e He KaxeTcs, 4TO HaM cleayeT MOJAyMaTh, Kak
cnactu ceb0s? Bropouem, TUTp BpsSA JIU CMOXET HPOCYHYTh
CBOI0O OTPOMHYIO OamKy B 3TO Kpyriioe OTBEpCTHE, Kyna
C TPYAOM MOTJIM BJIE3Th JAaXe€ TaKHME TOHEHbKHE U H3SIIHbIE
cyliecTBa, Kak MbI ¢ ToOOi#!

OO0e3bpsHa SIBHO HE XOTeJia caaBaTthbes 0e3 6os1. OHa cMOT-
pena Ha THTpa, omepsAs MacTh, M yrpoXamwiime Bopyaisa. ITO
OBLT MOIIHBIM caMell, B KOTOPOM yrpo3a CMepTH BBI3bIBaja
HEe cTpax, a sapocTh. lllepcTs npIOOM TOAHWMAJNACh Ha €ro
mie4yax W 3arpuBKe. Y3€HbKHE TJa3a camma molenenu OT
APOCTU. A THTP MEIJIUI, TOJbKO €ro THOKUH XBOCT, YyBEHUYAH-
HBIM METEIKOM BOJOC, OMJI 0 3eMJII0 BCE yamie 1 4dame. O0e3b-
dHa COrHyJlach, Kak crubaercs Oopen Ha apeHe, OXulas
HamajeHus NMpPOTUBHUKA. EE€ HJIWHHBIE TEepeaHue Jalbl Te-
Meph Kacaluch OONBIMUX TSAKEIBIX KaMHEH, T'yCTO pacChIiMaH-
HBIX Yy TMOJHOXHUS CKaJbl. DTO OB KpEmKuil T'paHUT, 0OBa-
JUBUIMKACS Ha MOJSHY B emé 0oJyiee JpeBHUE BpEeMEHa, B MOPY
KaKoOro-HUOYJb 3eMJIETPSCCHHUS.
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Bcé, uTto mpouzomno cienom 3a 3THUM, OBIJIO HAaCTOJbKO
OBICTPBIM W HEYJOBUMBIM JJs UYEJIOBEYECKOro TJja3a, 4To
Myxa ckopeil gorajpanach, 4eM yBUJesa, Kak 00e3bsiHA MOJ-
XBaTUJIa C 3eMJIH OTPOMHBIN, TSKENBIM KaMeHb U OOpylIHia
€ro Ha TOJOBY NpbITHYBHIEro Turpa. llomocareiii XHIIHUK,
OTOpOIIEHHBI B CTOPOHY OCIIEHBIM yaapoM camiia-o0e3bs-
Hbl, ynaa Ha OOK ¢ pa3MO3XKEHHBIM 4YEepernoM W 3acydus ja-
namMu. @oOHTAaHOM Ha TpaBy OpBI3HYJIa KPOBb.

[Topaxxénnsle Myxa u BennkaHoB He CMOTJIH IPOMOJI-
BUTh HU OJHOTO cioBa. OHM MoOJYa CMOTpENH, KaK caMmell
BCE €IlI€ CTOUT, IOJYCOTHYBIIUCH, C KAMHEM B MEPEIHHUX Jia-
nax, ¥ OCTEPBEHEJO PBIUYUT HA IMOBEPKEHHOTO XUIIHUKA. Mo-
XKeT ObITh, OH BCE emé He OblI yBEpeH, YTO €ro Bpar yOwur.

— VYpa! — HakoHEI HETPOMKO BBLAOXHYJ BenukaHoB.—
S mpenBupaen, 4TO 3TO MOJYYEJIOBEKOOOPa3HbIA ypoJ HAWAET
Beixoa! Ho uto pykoBoauno um? MHCTHHKT caMOCOXPaHEHUS
UM 3a4aTku pazyma? A Moxet ObiTh, U TO U apyroe? Ilo-
YyeMy OH CXBAaTHJ B MEpPEJHUE KOHEUYHOCTH TAKOMH TAKEIBIN
kameHb? KTO MHE OTBETHT Ha 3TOT BOompoc?

— He roBopute Tak rpoMko, MHa4Ye 00e€3bsSHA YCIHBIIIUT
Bac,— ckaszaina Myxa.— CMOTpHUTE, KaK OHa pas3risJblBacT
KaMeHb, KOTOPHIM yOuia Turpa!

— OHa He TOJBKO paccMaTpuBaeT, HO Ja)Xe HIOXaer
ero!

— W nuxer!

— Cosepmienno npaBunbHo! Kaxercs, o6e3bsiHa yBepe-
Ha, YTO C TUTPOM paclpaBUiIach HE OHa caMa, a KyCOK Ipa-
Huta! Yero moOporo, oHa moaymaer, 4To 3TO KaKOW-HUOYIb
ocoOeHHbli kaMeHb! Tak u ectb! Cmorpu, Myxa, 00e3bsHBI
CIIyCTUJIUCh C JIEPEBHEB U TOXE pacCMaTpUBAIOT KaMEHb!
OHM naxe He MHTEepecylTcs youteiM Turpom! S nymaro, 4ro
sra OechopMeHHas riapiba rpaHUTa MOTPSACAET UX TYMOE BO-
oOpakxeHue OoJsblie, 4eM B CBOE BpeMs 4YeJIOBEKa MOTPACIO
IEePBOE PYXKbE.

JleficTBUTENBbHO, CTPYAUBIINECS BOKPYr camMua o0e3bs-
Hbl, TOPTAHHO BOPKYs, CO BCEX CTOPOH TAHYJIHCh K YJHUBHU-
TEIbHOMY KaMHIO. MoeT ObITh, BIIEPBBIEC 32 BCIO CBOIO MOJI-
HYI0 ONAacCHOCTEW >XHM3Hb, OHM YBUJEIH, KaK OblI MOOEKIEH
UX JIOTBIA Bpar, HO TEMHBIM MO3T €II€ HE MOT NMOHATH, YTO HE
KaMeHb caM 1o cebe caenan 3TO, a UX COpPOJAUY, BOCIOJIB30-
BaBIIUIiCS KaMHEM, Kak opyxueMm. OnHa wu3 00e€3bsIH maxe
NONBITANach BBIXBATUTh KaMEHb M3 JIAIl caMIla, HO OH 3apbl-
yaj TaK TI'PO3HO, YTO BCc€ 00€3bsHbl MCIYTraHHO IIapaxHy-
JHUCHh B Pa3HBIE CTOPOHBI.

— VYpoasl! — 6e33;100H0  BhIpyrajics BenukaHoB.—
Bokpyr BansiioTcs AECITKHM Takux ke kamHeu! Ilomesenu-
T€ )K€ CBOUMU KypHUHBIMU Mo3ramMu! OJHaAKO MHTEPECHO, YTO
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Oyzaer neyiaTh cO CBOMM KaMHeM Ham KpacaB4uk? OH-Taku
HE XOYET BBINIYCKATh €r0 H3 pPyK... IpOWmY MNPOCTUTh — H3
CBOUX IEPEAHUX KOHEYHOCTEH, IMMOTOMY 4YTO N0 PYK €My emeé
odeHb Aaineko... Hy, nymail, nymaii, KpacaBuuk, eciu y 1e0s
yXK€ €CTh 4eM AyMaTh!

Camen cuzpen Ha KOPTOUYKaxX, JIIOOOBHO pacKadyuBas Ky-
COK T'paHUTa C TaKOH JErKOCThIO, CIOBHO 3TO OB PE3UHO-
BbI Ms4. Ceilyac caMmel] 4yTOUYKYy NOXOAUI Ha QyTOOJBHOTO
BpaTaps, NOMMABIIEro MA4 Ha JUHHUU BOPOT. Jlymanm nu OH
o uéM-HuOyabp? [';maza ero 6ecCMBICIEHHO MOPraju, HE BbI-
pa)kas HUKaKUX 4YyBCTB. MoXeT ObITh, yCTaB, OH BHE3AIHO
C CWJIOW OIyCTUJ KaMEHb Ha BAJIIOUIUICS B TpaBe IMaJbMO-
BBI OpeEX.

Opex TrpoOMKO TpecHYII.

VYcapimap Tpeck, 00€3bIHBl YMOJKIA U HACTOPOKHUIUCH.
Camen ¢ n0OONBITCTBOM HAKJIOHHI Ha OOK TOJOBY, TOPOII-
JUBO OTJIOXMUJ KaMEHb U MOIHSJI TPECHYBIIUU opex. benbii
MOJIOYHBI COK CTEKaJl IO €ro BOJIOCATBHIM JIallaM.

OO6e3psiHBl CHOBAa I'POMKO U OeccBsA3HO 3aBopkoBayu. Ca-
MeEIl JETKO pa3jaomMall Opex M, KaK W3 YallKH, BBIINWJI U3 HETO
COK.

— Tak, Ttak,— 3abopmoTran BenukaHoB,— a 4yTO THl Oy-
IElb AejaTh Jajblle, KpacaBuUuK?

CaMmen moAaxBaTHI CBOM KaM€Hb M yJIapull IO JPYromy
opexy. Ha atoT pa3 ero mocrturia Heyjmada: yjaap oKazajucs
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CIUIIKOM CHJBbHBIM, U BCA CKOpJIylla BMecTe ¢ Opbi3ramu Oe-
JOTO COKa paszjeTrenach B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI.

— Hwuuero, HuUYero, MuIblii,— OOpMOTaa JAOBOJBHBIN
BenukaHoB,— Takue HeyJadu CIy4yarwTCsA JaKe€ ¢ HEKOTOo-
PBIMH JIFOIbMU, €CJIA OHH HE YMEKT PACCUUTHIBATH CBOK CH-
ay... 'maBHO€, MOHAN, YTO KaME€Hb B TBOUX THTAHUYECKUX
Jamax MOXeET cTtaTh opyauem Tpyna! BoT uTo camoe rias-
HOe, MuJbli! S cam HcmopTUI HE MEHbIIE AeCsATKa 4acos,
npexnae yeM Hayuduics 4yuHATh ux! He oropuaiics, kpacas-
quK!

Ho «xpacaBuuk» u He nyMmas oropuarbcsi. OH ¢ ynoeHu-
eM pa30uBaJl Opex 3a OpEXOM U BCAKUU pa3 HEYyJadyHO.

— OT10 HeBbIHOCMMO! — BOCKIMKHyna Myxa.— JlaBau-
Te MOKaxeM o00e3bsgHaM, KaK CJIeAyeT KOJOTh OPEXH.

— A TBI yBE€pEHa, 4TO BMECTE C OpEXaMH OHU HE pacKo-
JIOT HAllu TOJIOBHI?

— He... 3naro... Ho Beagb MBI HEe caenaemM MM HHMKAaKOIO
Bpe/la,— HEYBEPEHHO cKa3aja OHa.

— A Ha KakoM fA3bIK€ Thl UM 3TO 00BsAcHUIIL? Ha pyc-
ckoM? Wnm wa aHramiickom? Xay-nyro-ay, MHcCC 00e3bsHA,
MeHs 30BYT Myxa, s poauJIach CIYCTS IECATH ThICAY BEKOB
nocje Bac, JAaBaiiTe UrpaTh B CaJOYKH!

Myxa obunenach U mpomoJjuaina. BrmpoueMm, oHa ceidac
e 3a0b11a 0 cBoeld o0uae, yBieuéHHAas NPOUCXOAAUIUM Ha
noJissHe. A TaM TBOPHJIOCH HeuTo HeBooOpaszumoe. OnmHa u3
00e3bsiH, HAaKOHEN, coo0pa3uiia, 4YTO KaME€Hb, KOTOPHIM JAeii-
CTBYET «KpacaB4YMK», COBCEM HE KaMeHb NpeTKkHOBeHU. [lox-
XBaTUB TaKOW € KyCOK IpaHHWTa, OHAa Hayajia KOJOTb OpEXH
CTOJIb K€ CTapaTelibHO U CTOJb XK€ OECCMBICIIEHHO, KaK U €&
copoaud. A yepe3 HECKOJbKO CEKYHJ KaMHSMH BOOPYKH-
JUCHh Bce 00€3bsAHBI, U MOJISIHA 3arpeMelia OT Tpecka.

— Kpymure, Munsle ypoasl! — motupasi pyKd, TOBOPHII
yacoBoil Mactep.— JleiicTByliTe, BoJiocaThie KpacaBUUKH!
S yBepeH, 4TO OT Jam A0 PyK Bac OTAEHSIET 3HAYUTEIbHO
MEHbIIE BPEMEHHM, YeM MOXHO OblIo moaymars! Bor uTo
o3HauaeT cuina npumepa! Hemapom pgaxe B Hame BpeMs
emé roBopAT — «MHoJpaxaeT, Kak o0e3bsiHa»! BaxHo mepe-
HUMaTh OnbIT! MoOXeT ObITh, UMEHHO MO3TOMY MOTOMKH BOT
ATOM camMoil mopoabl 00€3bsSiH CTAaHYT B CBOE BpeMs BIOJHE
pa3syMHBIMHM CYyLIECTBAMH, TO e€cTh JoAbMmu! Beap mnoxapa-
XKaThb — ATO 3HAYUT MCHOJIL30BaTh YEWU-TO OMBIT!

— He nonumar, yemy BBl pagyeTech,— ckazana My-
xa.— OO0e3bsAHbl OPYAYIOT, KaK TJyNble MaJdb4YUIIKHU, KOTAA
UM BAPYT 3aX04eTCs INOKypalleCUThb. YK A-TO BHUJIENA dTO HE
pa3 U B IIKOJIE U B HAIIEM JIBOPE...

— Iloroan, Myxa, gail cpok, U OHM BCeMy Hayuarcs!



— Oil, cMoTpuTe! — BCKpHKHYJA OHA, U €€ 4y€pHbIE Iia-
3a-KOJOJIbl pagocTHO OnecHynun.— CaMbiM cooOpa3uTellb-
HBIM OKa3aJiCsA NETEHBINI: OH OYEHb OCTOPOKHO PACKaJBIBAET
opexd... CMOTpUTE, CMOTPUTE, OH BBICACHIBAET M3 OpE€Xa COK!

— He nywmaro, ytoObl OH oOKazajcs cooOpa3uTenbHEl
CBOMX pPOAMUTENICH,— MOMEIJINB, CcKa3anl BenukanoB.— Tak
U €CTh, y HETO HE XBaTa€T CHUJIbI MOJIHITH KaMEHb HaJ TOJIO-
BOU... Buaume, OH ¢ TpyJIOM NPUNOJHUMAET €r0 TOJBKO [0
KOJEH W aKKypaTHEHbKO yaapseTr mo opexy. Xopouio, Ma-
asii! Opex TpeckaeTcsi, HO He pa3JyieTaercs!

Tak, Ttak... Kaxuch, ero paboToil 3aMHTEPECOBAIUCH
Oonpiiue Bep3uibl... OKa3piBaeTcs, B JOUCTOPUUECKHE Bpe-
MeHa ObIBaju ciydau, korjpa sina yuunu kyp! Ho Benp He
TO BaXHO... ['1aBHOE, KaK s y»XKe€ CKa3aj, B IOJE3HOM IIpU-
Mepe. Hy 4ro X, BEp3uJibl, IEpEeHUMAaNTE ONBIT MaJblma!

N neiicTBUTENbHO, CIOBHO YCJBIIIAB THUXO0€ OOpPMOTaHbE
4acoBOr0 MacTepa, 00e3bsiHbl HAadalu KOJOTHUTh IO Opexam
3HAYUTEJIBHO OCTOPOXHel. OHM CMEHNIHO MOoApa)kKalau JeTé-
HBIIIY, HEYKJIIO)KE MNPUMOJHUMAs KaMHM HE BBIIIE CBOUX
KOJICH.

Myxa pacxoxorajach, NPHUKpPBIBAasg POT JATOLIKOM.

— TBr cme€mbcss, Myxa,— BAPYr CEpPbE3HO M TOPKECT-
BCHHO cKa3aJ BenukaHoB,— a MeXAy TeM MBI ¢ TOOOUW cTa-
JA CBUJNETEISAMH OJHOTO M3 BEJIMYAMIIMX 4YyJeC Ha Halleu
miuanete! Mbl BUIEenH, KaK Hadal CTPOHUTHCS MOCTHK OT
0o6e3bpaHbl K 4yenoBeky! IlycTh 5TO emé oueHb ciaObiii MO-
CTHK, W elé NMpoHayT BeKa, Mpexjae 4yeM o0e3bsHa CTaHeT
NepBOOBITHBIM 4YeOBeKOM. Ho MBI yxke BuUAEIH, KaK TPy,
NyCTh CaMblii HE3a/Ja4JHMBBIM, BBI3BAJ Yy 3TOW MOPOJbl 00€3b-
SH TepBble MPOOJECKU YEJOBEUECKOro CO3HaHus. Mbl BuUje-
JW, KaK TPyJ HadajJ co3/JaBaTh Ye€JOBEKa.

— Ho Beap He kaxngas o0e3psiHa CTaHET MOTOM YeJOBe-
KOM,— CcKka3zaja Myxa.

— Koneuno! Bce 3HawoT, yTo Ha 3eMiie U B Hallle BpeMs
o06uTalT 00€3bsHBI, OCTAHOBUBIIKECS B CBOEM pa3BuTUu. Ho
Beb 5 TOBOPIO TOJNBbKO 00 ompeaen€HHBIX Mopoaax o0e3bsH!

OTyassHHBIM BOIUIb HA MOJSHE MpepBaj pacCyX JACHUS ya-
COBOro mactepa. Myxa B3ApOTHYJa U CTpPagajlbUYeCKH CKpU-
BUJIACh.

— Kakoe HecuacTthe! — OHa cxkajla pyKy 4acoBOTO Ma-
crepa.— JleTEéHbII ypOHUJI KaMEHb Ha CBOIO HOTY...

— He na HOry, a Ha nany,— cnokoWHo nomnpasuia Benu-
KaHOB.

— Hy, nycts Ha nany,— ObicTpo ToBOopuia Myxa, Kpu-
BSICh TaK, OyATO KaMeHb CBalujicsi Ha €€ COOCTBEHHYI HO-
ry.— Yrto nenatre? Ckaxute, 4TO AenaTh?

— Hwudyero ne nenars...
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— W3 ero namnel npé€trcs KpOBb!

— IlonbéTcsa W mepecTaHer.

— Ho Beas emy 601bHO!

— IloGonut u mepecraner!

— Kak Bam He cThigHO, TOBapuil BenukanoB! Bwl xe-
ctokuit yenoBek! Hamo moMousr GemHOMY neTEHBIITY!

— He nHanmo momorartp netéHeimy, TeM 0OoJiee, YTO Ha
€ro UCTONIHBbIE KPUKH HE oOpamaeT BHUMaHUS Jake Ma-
Mamia.

— OH u30iaET KPOBBIO U YMPET!

— I'm... Eciin OH M310XHET, €ro HUKTO HE IOXOPOHWUT,
a ero Tpym COXPYT NEePBOOBITHBIC 3BEPHU WU MTHIIHI.

— VY Bac 4YyAOBUIIHBIK XapakTep! — BO3MYIIEHHO H
rpoMKko ckazana Myxa.— W 3To Bbl TOBOPUJIM MHE, UTO y 4Ye-
JOBEKa JOJKHO OBITH J0Opoe cepaie u ym!

— VYM mojcka3piBa€T MHE, YTO Mbl OC€CCHJIBHBI MOMOYb
NeTEHBINY, a Jo0poe cephale 3acTaBiseT Oepeub TeOS OT
OMAaCHOCTH...

OH xoren eni€ 4yto-To MpuOaBUTH, HO Myxa B 3TO BpeMms
pBHIOKOM BBICKOJIb3HYJAa B KPYIrJioe OTBEPCTHE U CTPEMIJIaB
Opocuiach K BOMSMIEMY JAETEHBIMY.

FMABA YETBEPTAS,
B kotopon Myxa u BenukaHoB 3HakomATCcA €
Yyen0BEYECKUMM MpeaKamm

— besymuas!—3aopan BenukaHoB, cpsiBasich ¢ 0aca
Ha ApebOe3kamuil JUCKAHT U BBHICOBBIBAsS B OTBEPCTHE TOJIO-
By C TOpPYAIlMMHU B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI MYyYKaMH O€JBIX BO-
noc.— BepHucs HemeaieHHO!

Myxa CHOTKHYyJach O HOTYy yOUTOTO TUTpa, pacTsSHYyJIach
Ha TpaBe W OBICTpO Bckouusia. O0E3bIH CIOBHO BETPOM CIY-
JIO C MOJIAHBI, OHU, KaK PAaKEThl, B3JIECTEIN HA MAJIbMbl BMECTE
C OpYIUSAMH CBOEro TpyJaa, ¢ KOTOPBIMHU, CylisI MO BCEMY, UM
OBIJIO XKallb paccTaBaThCA.

B npyroe Bpems Myxa moauBuiach Obl CHJ€ M JIOBKOCTHU
00e3bsH, B30HWpaONIUXCSA Ha JAEPEBhS C TaKOW TIXKECTHIO.
Ho ceiiuac Bc€ e€ BHMMaHHE OBIJIO 3aHATO CTpaJarOIIUM J€-
TEHBINIEM, KOTOPBIM HE CMOT CABUHYTBHCSI C MECTa MU3-3a pas3-
OUTOM JIamBEl.

— Yto ona nenaetr! Uto oHa nemaetr! — cTOHAJN YacoBOM
MacTep W, BAPYr MaxHYB B OT4YassHbM pYKOH, BhIOpajics Ha
TpaBy, JOBKO MEPENPBITHYJ Yepe3 TUTpa U OeroM pHUHYJICS
3a MyxoHu.
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Ona monmoma K AETEHBINIY, KOTOPBIM Cpa3y XK€ yMOIJIK,
yBuaeB e€. XKEnrto-3enéunie riaza 00e3bsIHbI, HE MUras, ycTa-
BUJINCh HA €BOUYKY. E€ mosBiIeHHE HE BBI3BAJIIO B JAETEHBINIE
cTpaxa, CKOpee ero oXBaTuJio Jr0onbTcTBO. Kak Bce Malbi-
¥y, OH OBLI OYEHb JOBEPUYMB, PTOT MOXHATHIA peOEHOK, KO-
TOPOTO €II€ HE HAYYMJ XKU3HECHHBIM ONBIT MOJ03PEBATh OIAac-
HOCTh BO BCAKOM He3HakomIle. Ho xemaHue mo3HaTth HOBOE,
CBOWCTBEHHOE BCEM 0€3 HCKIYEeHUs o00e3bgHaM, OBIIO B
HEM CTOJIb BEJIUKO, YTO OH Jlake 3a0bla 0 paHeHOU jame. Bo
BCE€ TIJja3a CMOTpEN [JETEHBIII HAa HEBEAOMOE KHUBOTHOE
C 4YE€pHBIMHU KOCHYKAaMH, KOTOpPOE TOPOIUIMUBO pPa3pbIBaIO
bapTyk, npurotoBisis OuHT. OOE3bsIHBI B 3TO BpPEMS UYTO-TO
TPEBOXKHO JIONMOTAJHX Ha HalibMax.

benHeHbkuil,— NackOoBO  cka3aima Myxa,— KpOBb
NPOAOJKAET COYUThCA M3 TBoeW manku. Ceilwac s cuenaro
nepeBs3Ky, U Tebe He OyaeT Tak OOJBHO.

VYcapima e€ ronoc, 00e3bsIHBl HABEPXY YMOJIKIIH.

— Henenelimee 3ansatue! — cepauto OopmoTan 3a eé
CIIMHOW 4YacoBOW MacTtep.— OTH MEAUIMUHCKUE 4YyJadyecTBa
B JIOUCTOPUYECKYIO 30Xy BbI3bIBalOT cMex! Hukorma mMHe He
OBLIO TaK CMEIIHO, Kak cerogns! S mpocTto yMpy OT X0XoOTa,
€ClIi T€ BEp3WJIbl Ha MajibMaX He 3a0pocarT HAc KaMHSIMU!

He oOpamas BHuMaHusa Ha ero 6opmoTaHue, Myxa ocrto-
pOXHO 3a0MHTOBAaja jamy JIeTEHBINIA.

— He npoxwu Tak, riynsiil,— roBopujia OHa, NOTJaXH-
Basg €ro I0 MIATNKOM WWEepCTU.— Buaumsb, Kak XOopomo BCE
nonyuusiock! Ckopo Thl Oyjaenib COBCEM 3JA0POBBIM M Iepe-
CTaHElb XpOMaTh...

— U noup€ump B AETCKUM caja Mo Ha3BaHUEM «/lpeBHue
HUCKOMaeMble»,— MPUOaBHUI YaCOBOW MacTep.

Myxa HeXHO NOJHsJIa NETEHbIIIAa, TOYHO TaK, KakK BCE
J€BOYKHM TOJHUMAIOT OOJBIIMX KYKOJ, U HETOPOMIHBO OT-
Hecna ero k manbmam. OOe3bsHKA, MAaCTEPCKU OPYIys Tpe-
Ms 3JOpOBBIMHU JamaMu, OBICTPO BCKapaOKajach MO CTBOJNY
Ha BETKHU, rjae e€ moJaxBaTulia SBHO OO0ECHOKOCHHas Ma-
Mama.

OO0e3bsIHBI CHOBa NIYMHO 3aJIONOTalu Ha CBOEM OeccBs3-
HOM si3bike. Ha 3TOT pa3 oOHH, Ka3anoch, ObUIM JTOBOJIbHBI.

— Bcé, Myxa,— cka3aj pemuTeJbHbBIM TOHOM Benwnka-
HOB, XBaTUT Ha CErOJHSA ONBITOB, OT KOTOPBIX KPOBb CTBHIHET
B xkuiax. Ham ¢ t0o0o#1 emé mpemcTtout TpyaHas oOpaTHas
nopora, n1aBai TOPONUTHCHA... AW!..— BApPYr BCKPUKHYJ OH
Cpa3y OCHIIIMM TOJOCOM W IOISATHICH.

[lepen Myxoii m BennkaHOBBIM BBIpOCIA TPEXMETPOBas
burypa o6e3psiupeit MmaMamu. OHa cTOsJIa HA 3aJHUX JlaNax,
4YyTh CYTYyJSCh, ¢ KaMHEM, MNPHUXKATBIM K TPyAu MEpPEeIHEHR
nanoii. Jlpyrywo mepenHio Jany oHa mpoTrAruBaia k Myxe.
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Hukakoro uyBcTBa HE OTpaXajlloch B €€ TYCKIJIBIX XKEITO-3€-
néupIx rnaaszax. [lacte 00e3bsHBI 0€33BYYHO OIIepsAIach,
oOHa)xas KpenKHe KJIbIKM M pPO30BbIe AECHA.

— Iloxoxe, oHa mpumjga nodrarogaputh Tedsa,— mepe-
BOJS JbIXaHHWe, MpolienTtan yacoBod mactep.— CTpaHHO,
O4YEHb CTPAaHHO, HUKOTAA HE AyMal, 4TO TakKue TOHKOCTH
3HAKOMBI JIPEBHUM HCKOMAEMBIM...

[To6nenneBmas Myxa poOko mporoBopuia:

— 3IpaBCTBYH...
— Xp...— oTBeTHia o0e3bsgHA, OMEPAsICh eme OOoJbIIe.
— S He moHuMaro Teob4...
— Xp-xp...— nosicHuiia 00e3bpsAHA.
Bcé paBHO MHE 3TO HENOHSITHO.
— Xp...

Tak MBI HHU A0 4YE€ro He JIOTrOBOPHUMCS, MuUIas,— CKa-
3ana Myxa u morjmanuia e€ MoxHatyw Jgany. OOe3bsHa
B3JIpOTHYJIa U OTIAEpHYJaA Jamy.

— Xp-Xp-Xp,— MpOU3HECTA OHA, MO-BUAUMOMY, KaKoe-
TO MHOTOCJIO)XHO€ MPEATOKEHUE.

Myxa paccmesnack. M BApYyr B OTBET J€BOYKA ycCHblIIa-
na cmeXx. HeoOwbluHbIM, OynbKaromHid, CIOBHO 00e€3bsHA Ja-
BUJIACh BOJOM, HO COBEPUICHHO OTYETIHUBBIN CMEX.

D10 PpeHoMeHanbHO! — B3BU3THYJ 4YacOBOW Mactep.

[Iponomxas OynbkaTh, 00e3bsiHA caenana mar k Myxe
U ONATh MPOTSHYJA JIamy.

— Jla Benp oHa TAHETCS K ocTaTkaMm TBoero daprykal!—
cooOpa3zun BenukanoB.— YEpPT BO3bMH, B 3TOM YYJOBHUIIEC
npoOyAUIOCh XKEHCKOE KOKeTcTBO! OHa XodeT, dYTOOBI ThI
el coopynuna, Kak u AeTE€HbIy, Opacner u3 Ounta! Ho uto
MBI OyJeM JenaTh, €CIM Takue OpacieTsl moTpedyeT BcE cra-
no Bep3un? Torma HaM NOpUIETCA BO3BpaAIIaThCid JOMOM TO-
AbIMHU !

S ¢ ynmoBoibCcTBHEM 3aBsi)Ky OaHTHK Ha TBOEW Jame,
MuJas,— Beceslo cka3zaira Myxa,— dapTyk Oonbiol, u ero,
HaBEPHO, XBAaTUT Ha BCE CTAno.

YacoBoil MacTtep He ommuOCs: OpacieThl 3aXOTEIH UMETh
Bce 00e3bsAHbl. CIOBHO CKOJNB3SIIUME TEHHU, CIETAld OHHU IO
POBHBIM CTBOJIAM MaJIbM Ha IMOJSHY U HNPOCALIE MPOTITUBAIN
nansl Myxe m BenmkanoBy. OrpomHble, MOXHATblie, TEMHO-
KOPUYHEBBIE, OHU TECHO CTPYJIUJIHUCH BOKPYI CTPAHHBIX HHU3-
KOPOCJBIX CYIIECTB, BBI3BIBAIONIMX B HUX HEOOBIYHBIN, HeE-
3HAKOMBIM MM Jocelie TpeneT. Kaxpmas M3 3TUX YeEJIOBEKO-
o0pa3HbIX 00€3bsiH MOTJa Obl B HECKOJbKO MIHOBEHHH pac-
Tep3aTh O00OUX MNPHUIIEIbIEB U3 JalEKOT0, KakK 3BE3JBI,
Oyayliero Mupa, Ho HM OJHa U3 HHUX Jla)Ke Cly4yalHO HE ola-
pamana Myxy u BennkaHoBa CBOUMHU OCTPBIMH KOTTSMH.
OHu B3AparuBald W 3aMHUpaJH, KOrjAa JIOAU NPUKACAIHCH



K HAM, U JTOBOJIBHO COIEJIHM M XPIOKaJdH, KOTJa Ha jJamax Io-
ABJSINUCH Oenble MOBsA3kKM. OHM HIOXAW UX W NMpoOOBaiIu Ha
BKYC, TOJKAQJHCh, pa3rasAblBas MOBI3KM Ha Jamax cocelew,
U J1a)Ke NPUIIAChIBAIN HAa OJHOM MECTE, KaK MPUIISICHIBAIOT
MaJleHbKHUE JETH.

BepostHo, Ha Oonee mo3aHEW CTaguU CBOEr0 pa3BUTHS,
CTaB MEePBOOBITHBIMU JIOJbMHU, OHU TpHUHAIN O Myxy u Be-
JUKaHOBa 3a JByX OOroB WM ABYX KOJJIYHOB, HO OHHU €II&
HE CTaJHU JIOJbMHU, XOTSA YK€ U HE OBUIM MNPOCTO KMBOTHBIMH.
He cTonbko co3HaHWE, CKOJbKO MHCTUHKT HAWENTHIBAN H3-
BUJIMHAM HMX HECOBEPIIEHHOTO0 MO3ra, 4TO Mepej HUMH Cy-
necTBa BBICIIEr0 NOPAJAKA, W OHHU HEBOJBHO TpENETaH
U OjaroroBeiu mepea dTUMH CYIIECTBAMH, TaK MOXOXHUMHU
YyeM-TO Ha HHMX, Ha 00C3bsH.

dapryka Ha «OpacieTsl» He XBaTWJI0. B Xoja mouuium Ho-
COBBIE NJATKU, KOChIHKAa Myxu, rajictyk BenunkanoBa u, Ha-
KOHEl, HOCKH. Ho u 3TOro okaszanoch malo.

— 4 roBopuI, 4YTO 3TU BEP3UJBI MYCTAT HAC Mo Mupy! —
TPOMKO IPOTrOBOPUJI COBCEM ocmeneBmni Benukanos.— Tak
U ObITh, 1 €l€ MOXKEPTBYIO HA BAallM yKpPaIICHUS MOJKIAIKY
CBOETro muaxaka. TonbKO HE TOJNUTECh, MOXKAJIyKcTa, Tak
0nu3ko, KpacaBuuku! S momo3peBaro, UTO BbI CEroaHs 3a0bI-
JU TPUHATH IyII, U OT Bac BeChbMa IyPHO MaxHET...

— He roBopute ¢ HuMHu Tak rpy6o, BcE-Taku OHU Oyny-
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mue JIIad,— ckazaia Myxa.— MHe KaxeTcs, OHU NOHHU-
MAaT MHTOHALIMM YEJOBEYECKOro TroJioca.

— A 3TO MBI ceiiyac NpPOBEPHUM,— YCMEXHyJcs Benuka-
HOB, 3aBs3bIBasi OaHTUK Ha jame TmocjeaHedl o00e3bsIHBbI,
U TPOMKO CTYKHYJ B JaJolu.— A Hy-Ka, JI00e3HbIe NPEIKH,
NpoILIy BAac 3aHATh CBOM MecTa Ha MaipMax!

OO6e3bsHBI OTHPSHYIIH.

— IloxuBel, NOXHUBEH, yBakaemble! — HacTymaa Ha
HUX MaJIEHbKMM YaCOBOW MAacCTEp, NMOCTYKHBAas CBOUMH Ja-
JOIIKAMHU.

OOe3bAHBl HEXOTS MNOAHSIIMCH HAa NajlbMbl, HO MamMmalla

JNETEHBINIA, IPEXKAE YeM NOJHATHCS IO CTBOJY, BCE-TAKU He-
TOBOJILHO 3apbiuana. MoxeT ObITh, €l OBLIO TPYCTHO pac-
cTaBaThCs ¢ Myxoil.

— A Tenepp B NyTh,— CKa3aja JI€BOYKa,— 5 XO0UYy €CTh
M MOYTH MajJar OT yCTaJIOCTH.

OOpaTHBIM MyTh 4Yepe3 JIEBCTBEHHBIE 3apOCJIU JAPEBHErO
MHpa UM NoOKasaincsa Brpoe Tsaxkenen. Ho Myxy pagosaino,
YTO HaJ UX TOJIOBAMH, HEOTCTYIIHO LIypIlla I'yCTOW 3€JICHBIO,
NBUTAJHUCh HEBUJIUMBIE B BBIIIMHE 00€3bsSHBI C OCJIBIMHU IO-
BA3KaMW Ha OJHOW Jlalle U C KAMHSIMHU B JApyrou. Y camMou
pEKH, KoTrJa 00eCCUICHHbIE MYTENIECTBEHHUKU B HECKOJbKUX

R
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MeTpax OT ce0s yBHIEIW OTrpOMHYIO 3MEI C IIHUISIIEH
nacteto U1 BenukaHoB mpo cebs MpPOCTUIICS C KU3HbIO, MPO-
M301JI0 YAUBUTEIbHOE. Bopomaa rpaHuTHBIX KaMHEW 00py-
LIIMJICS HA 3MEI0 C BEPIIMH JEPEBbBEB U 3aXOPOHUI €€, mepe-
OUTYI0 M PACIIIONIEHHYIO, B TPAHUTHON MOTHIIE.

— Cnacubo, npeaku! — CMOT TOJIbKO HPOILIENTATh YaCO-
BOM MacTep.
— Cnacubo, munsie! — ckazana Myxa ¥ momaxala UM

pykoii.— S Oyny Bcerga Bac NOMHUTb. BoT y koro moGpoe
cepaue, Topapuny BenukaHoB!

— 4 mocpamnén, Myxa,— cka3aia OH CEepbE3HO,— HO
€clii paccyXJaTh CTPOro, TO A00poe cepale He y HHUX...

— A y koro?

— VY 1e04, noporasgs Myxa! A 4To kKacaeTcs 00€3bsH, TO
OHU MO-CBOEMY OTBETHUJIM Ha TBOK JIaCKy. B cymHOCTH, 3TO
HE MPEeJCTaBISIET 4YeT0-HUOYAb MCKIIOUUTEIbHOTO: MOYTH BCE
)KMBOTHBIE OYEHb OT3BIBUYMBBI HaA JacKy. A s, cTapbelii 00J-
BaH, 3a0b11 00 3TOM!

— Hy 3auem 3xe BBl Tak KopuTe ce0si,— CMyTHUIACh
Myxa,— MbI 00a genanu UM OpaciieThl, ¥ Ball MHJIXaK MOCT-
panan OoJbIlle BCEroO.

— Jleno coBcemM HE B MHUJXKAKe... bl OKa3ajlach HE TOJb-
KO J0Opo¥, HO U CMEJION JeBOYKOH. A 3TO UepThl 0JIaTrOpoOI-
HOTO Xapakrepa.

Myxa ynsIOHYJaCh.

— He Hanmo meHs mepexBainuBaTb. Mama TOBOPHUT, 4TO
JNETU MOPTATCA, KOTJa UX NEPEXBAIUBAIOT.

— Y MeHs CBOM B3TJIAAbl Ha 3TH Bemu. [loxBama MoxeTt
UCIIOPTUTH TOJbKO nypaka! Tak ciiydyaercs HE TOJBKO C Ma-
JEHbKUMH, HO U CO B3pocabiMu. KcTaTtu cka3aTh, s BEIb yXKe
roBOpUJI TeOe, YTO B3POCIbIE TOJIBKO MPUTBOPSIOTCI, OYyATO
OHM HE JETH...

Hacel BEKOB THKaldW BCE rpoMue. A KOrja MyTELMIECTBEH-
HUKA BOLLIM B 3apOCJHM ManopoTHUKOB, Myxa ychaslmana,
KaK 4acbl MEJIOJIMYHO MNPO3BEHEIHU:

— bo-0-0-MMM...

— UYTo 03HayaeT 3TOT 3BOH?— CIpOCHUJIA OHA.

— OJT10 o03HadaeT, Myxa,— ckKa3ajg OH,— 4YTO Ha 3eMJie
KOHUMJIACh JOUCTOpPHYECKAss AIO0Xa M HayaJicd KAaMEHHBIN
BEK, ueMy s M Thl Oyaem cBuuaeteiasmu. C 3TOro BpeMeHU Ha
MHOTHE ThICSUYEIETUs, Aaxe OOJIbllIe OATOro — Ha MHOTHUE
NECATKHU ThICAY BEKOB, KAMEHb CTAHET HEPA3JyUHBIM CIIyTHU-
KOM JBYHOroro cymectBa. S ckazan Obl, YTO «KaMEHHBIH
BE€K» — HETOYHOE€ Ha3BaHWE: BEJAb 3TO BEJIHYAMIIAsg 3I0Xa
B HUCTOPUM dYeJOBEKa. 3eMisi MHOTO pa3 OyJeT MeHSITh CBOM
00JIMK ¥ CBOW KJuMaT, OyAyT NMOJAHUMATHCS UM OINYyCKaTbCs
LeJiple KOHTUHEHTBI, PEKH HAaXOJUTh HOBOE HAaIpaBJICHUE,

K]






ucue3aTb MOpPS M BBIpAacTaThb TOPbI, OTPOMHBIE JIEAHUKU
OyIyT HAacTynaTh Ha KOHTUHEHTbHl W CHOBa OTCTYNaTh, BbI-
MPYT MHOTHE XWUBOTHBIE M PACTCHUS U TMOSBITCS HOBBIE, a
JIBYHOTOE CYyIIeCTBO, OCBOOOJUBIIEE MEepeaHHE KOHEYHOCTH
IS Tpynaa, OyaeT )KUTh W pa3BUBATHCA... MBI €€ MOCMOT-
pum c To60i, Myxa, Kak 4deloBeKooOpa3Has o00e3bsiHA CTa-
HET HACTOSIIUM YeJIOBEKOM!

OHa xoTeja 4TOo-TO OTBETUTH, HO B 3TO BpPEeMs MOYBa IOJ
UX HOTaMM KaK-TO CTPAHHO IOIUIbIJIA M 3aKadallach, U TIy-
XOM rynl noHEccs A0 HUX W3 TIIYOUHBI 3EMIIH.

— Jleno mnoxo! — OBICTPO CcKa3al YacoOBOW MacTep.—
Kak O6b1 HaM He mMpoBaJUTHCS B Taprapapbl! 3emuerpsceHus
B 3Ty 3M0XYy JOBOJILHO OObIUHOE siBJIeHUE... bexxum, Myxa!

A 3eMis 1oJ UX HOTAMH YK€ BbLIA M I'pEMelia.

BricokHMe MamoOpOTHUKH IOJ3JIM MHMO, Majgalu U C Tpec-
KOM JioManuch. OTKyJaa-TO CBEpPXY C HApacTAKIIUM HIyMOM
KaTHJIAaCh JIJaBUHA KaMHEH.

3anpixasicb OT Oera, OHM BJIETEIM B PACIIEIUHY CKalbl
U ynépiauch B 3aJHIOI0 JABEpIy BOJIIEOHBIX YacoB. Myxa
pacmaxHyJja ABEpPLY W NPOTUCHYJACh MEXAY MasiTHHKOM
U OOKOBOHM CTEHKOW 4acoB B CTOJIOBYI. 37€Ch BCE OBLIO Tak
ke, Kak u npexnae. Komka, cBEpHYBIIMCH, Cllana B Kpecie.
Uepe3 OTKPBITOE OKHO CIHBIIIAJICSA Tyl PEaKTUBHOIO CaMo-
néra.

— 4 npuny 3aBTpa yTpoM,— CKas3aj 4acOBOW MacTep,—
0 CBHJIAHHUS.

Myxa caslmana, KakK 3a HAM 3aXJIOMHYJAaCh HapyXHas
OBeEpb. A oHa BCE em€ cTosJla MOCPEAU CTOJOBOM, TAKEIO
IOBIIIA, U HUKAK HE MOTJa OMOMHUTBHCSH.

— Tuk-tak,— CHOKOMHO CTy4Yalu 3a €€ CIOUHOM 4Yachl
BEKOB,— THK-TaK...

E€ cepaue crano Outhcsi poBHEM, HO BCE TEIO HBIIO OT
CTPAIIHOM yCTalOCTH, BEKH OTSKEIEIH, M NOJAHUMATh UX
CTaHOBUJIOCHh TPYIHO.

«CnaTtb,— mojJymMmajga OHa,— CKOpE€ CHaTh...»

FMABA MATAA,
B Kotopou poautenn Myxu oyeHb OecnokosaTcs
0 €€ 340pOoBbe

Myxa mpocHyJiach, TOTOMY YTO yCJbIIIajda TUXUE rojoca
poauTeneil, BepHyBmuxcsa ¢ paborel. Ho oHa He OTKphIIa
ria3 W jJe’kajla HEIOABUXKHO.

— T»l nymaemsb, oHa OpeauT? — CIOPOCUI OTEIl, CKJIO-
HASICH HaJ HEWU.

32



— Jla,— oTBeTnna MaTh.—IOTO KAKOM-TO CTpPaHHBIA
open... OueHb cTpaHHBIH!

— Yro THI casimaina?

— 4 naxe He cMmory Tebe Bcero mepenartb. Kakue-To
0o6e3bsaHbl... U, kaxercs, 3Mmen...

— Hauuranace kKakoi-HUOYIb KHHTH.

— Her, tyT uTOo-TO Apyroe...

— Yrto?
— Te1 mocmorpu Ha €€ nnartbe!
— KommMmap! — B3goxuyn oren.— I'ne ona Owima?

— Sl yBepeHa, 4TO OHA CEeroJHA HE BBIXOJMJIA U3 JOMa.

— Ho rae xe oHa Tak pa3zykpacuia mnjaatrbe?

— ¥YMa He NpHUITOKY.

— A He moapanach JIM OHa C MaJb4YHMIIKaMU W3 Halle-
ro f1Bopa? Y Hac BO JABOpE JIETH BEAYT ce0s1 BO3MYTHUTEIbHO!
Jla oHa W cama, KaKk MajJbyuIIKa!

Myxa OTKpblia rjia3a U cKaszalla, 3eBas:

— B cymuoctn Bce moam — netu. M ManeHbKHE H
B3pOCIbIE.

Poautenu ocrtonbeHenu B TeX Mo3ax, B KOTOPBIX HX 3a-
CTajqu CTOJb HEOXHJIAaHHBIE CJIOBA JIOYEPH.

— Yro 310 32 epech, Myxa?— HaKOHE CHOPOCHI OTEI,
HEJOYMEHHO B3TJISHYB Ha XEHY.

— DOTo0 He epech, mama,— mnpojaoyikara Myxa HeTopon-
AuBO.— B3pocible TOJIBKO HANMYyCKalOT Ha ce0d COJNUIHOCTD,
XOTS Ha caMOM JleJie UM OY€Hb 4acTo, TakK XK€, KaKk U JETsIM,
X0YeTCS MpbIraTh, UTpaTh U Aypauutbesi. OHU TPOCTO MpU-
TBOPSAIOTCSA, UTO OHU yke He neTu. OHM AyMaroT, YTO CTaHO-
BATCS BEJIWYECTBEHHBIM OT TOTO, YTO XOJIAT, 3aIpaB HOC
U CXaB TyOBbl.

Matp pacxoxoTajlach U C€Jla Ha KpOBaTh JOYEPH.

— A TBI 3Haeub,— Hayajia OHa, oOpamasich K MyXy, U
e€ Takue xe u€pHble, Kak y Myxu, ria3za o030pHO OJiecHY-
JU,— Hallla A04Yb HE JHIIeHa OCTpoyMus. Pa3Be Thl HeE JIO-
Oump aypadyuThcsa? A MHE cCaMOM OYCHb YacTO XOUETCS HI-
path u npeirate! M motom emé€: pa3Be Thl, MOM MUJICHBKUH,
HEMHOXXKO He 3aaupacimb Hoc? OcoOeHHO mocie TOro, Kak
TeOs Ha3zHauuJIu Ha paboTe HaYaJIbHUKOM?

— Epecs! — ynopcTBoBan oren.— Kak TebOe He CTBIIHO
FOBOPUTH BCE ATH HeNENocTH mnpu pedEHke? OHa yxke M Tak
nepecTtana ¢ yBaXXEHUEM OTHOCUTBHCS K B3POCIBIM.

— He agymarw. MameHbKka ITOCTaTOYHO yMHA...

— OHa u MeHs He yBaxaeT,— ¢ 00ua0il B royoce cka-
3aj] OTel.

— S 1ebsa nwbnro, mana! — BockiaukHysna Myxa.— Ho
COTJIACHCh, BEJIMYHME YEJIIOBEKA 3aBUCUT HE OT TOr0, KaK BBICO-
KO OH 3aJupaeT HOC.



— MoxeT OBITh, THI OOBSCHUIIL HaM, B 4éM 3aKjioua-
€TCs BEJIMYUE YEJIOBEKAa?— MPOHUYECKH CIPOCHUI OTEIl.

— B ymMme u nobpom cepaie, nama!l

— IlonpoOy#t el BO3pa3uTh!—BOCKJIHUKHYyJIa JOBOJIb-
Hasi MaTh.

OTenr cMymEHHO KallJISHYIJI.

— Hy nonyctum, 4to 310 TakK... Ho mouemy Thl AyMaelib,
YTO y B3pPOCJBIX HET ymMa M Jo0poro cepama?

— 4 coBcem He nymar Tak, nana. MHe mpocTo KaxkercH,
4TO yM U A00poe€ ceplle He BCcerja 3aBUCST OT TOTO, CKOJbKO
YeJ0BEKY JIET U KaKOoro OH pocCTa.

— Jlaxe ecinu 4YeJIOBEK KadaeTcsi B JHJbKE?— yCMEX-
HYJICS OTell.

— 3adeMm ke OpaTh KpalWHOCTHU?— TOKadajga TOJIOBOH
MaTb.— Heyxenu Tel He MOHHMMAaelmb, YTO MalleHbKa He
MMEET B BUJIy HOBOPOXJIEHHBIX? A BOT s MOHsAJA €€ NPaBUJIb-
HO: KaK TOJIBKO YeJOBEK CTAHOBUTCS CO3HATEILHBIM, OH JIOJ-
XKEH CTPEMHUTBHCS BCE JellaTh C YMOM U C JOOpPBIM CepAleM.
B sToM u 3akiyaeTcs YEIOBEUYECKOE BEIMYHME WJIH, €CIHU
XOTHUTE, OTJUYHE YeJIOBEKa OT HECO3HATEIbHBIX JXHBOTHBIX,
KOTOPBIMH PYKOBOJIMT OJUH WHCTUHKT.

Myxa moaymana, 4To MaTh, KaK OOBIYHO, OOBsACHHUIIA BCE
YAUBUTEIbHO SICHO U MPOCTO, U C HEXKHOCTHIO B3TJIAHYyJIA Ha
He€. A OHa, YBHUJEB IMOJHBIC TEMJIOTHI rjia3a J04epu, OTBETH-
Ja e TakuM 3Ke B3TJSIJIOM U JJaCKOBO moTpemnana Myxy Mo
IeKe.

— A Tenepb, AOYCHBbKA, PACCKaXXU HAM, YTO MPOMU3OIIIO
C TBOMM IIJIaThEM.

— 4 mopBana ero, MaMO4Ka, B JTOUCTOPUUYECKOM JIeCy,—
ckazaia Myxa.

OTen u3zmanm ropjioM KakKOM-TO CTpPAaHHBIA 3BYK.

— I'ne?— cnpocuna mathb, OneaHes.

— B nmoucropuueckom inecy... A u3 gapTyka s cuenana
OUMHT, YTOOBI NepeBsA3aTh paHy Ha Jialle 4YeJOBEKOOOpa3zHoi
00€3bSIHKH.

OTenr 1 MaTh BCTPEBOXXEHHO MOCMOTPEIM APYT HA JIpyra.

— JleTouka,— ApPOTrHYBIIUM roJI0OCOM 3aroBopuia
MaTh,— CKaXW MHE MNpaBay, y TeOs He 00auT rojoBka?

— Her, Mmamouxka...

— Twl kyna-uuOyap BbIXOJMJIA U3 IOMA CETOAHSN?

— Her... TO ecTs, 1aa...

— Kyna?

— B pmouctopuueckyro 3moxy...

DT0 OBIIO OYEHBb KECTOKO C €€ CTOpOoHBI, U Myxa moxa-
Jeyia, 4To Tak cpasy, 0e€3 BCSAKOW MOATOTOBKH, BhIMajuiaa BCE
00€CIIOKOCHHBIM POJIHUTENSIM. Beab OHM MOTYT MOJAYyMaTh, YTO
OHA HE B CBOEM yMeE.




— [Iloxanyicra, He mMOAyMAaWTE, YTO A cCyMaclueaumas, —
cka3asa Myxa MSTKO,— HO BCE, 4TO S TOBOPIO, IpaBiaa...

— IlepecTtanp gypauuthbcd, Myxa,— CTpOro ckasal
OT€Il,— BCSIKUM IyTKaM ObIBaeT mpenen!

OH cTosi mepea HeW, BBICOKHM, MICYHUCTHIM, B XOPOIIO
BBITJIA)KEHHOM KJIETYaTOM KOCTIOME, M €ro 4yTOYKY BBINYK-
Jble cepble Tla3a CMOTpEIU Ha He€ CKBO3b CTEKIA OOJbIIMX
pOTOBBIX OYKOB C HECKpbIBaeMOW TpeBorou. Myxa BApyr
nojymana, Kak BbITJsggena Obl 4yedoBekooOpa3zHas 00e3bsHa,
eciu Obl HAa He€ HAJAETh TaKOM KOCTIOM U ouku? HHTepecHoO,
crtajia Obl oHa moxoxeW Ha uyenoBeka? Koneuno, mer! Eé
JUIMHHBIE TIepeJHUE Jiallbl BBHICOBBIBAJIUCH OBl W3 PYKaBOB,
a OYKM MpuAand Obl MOpJE OYEHb CMEIIHON BUII...

— Iloyemy TbI ynbibaembcsa, Mamenbka? — crnpocuia
MaTh, HE CBOJS C HEE riias.

— 4 npeacraBuia, MamMo4yka, Kakod KpacoTKoil Obina
Obl 00e3bsiHA B MAaNUHOM KOCTIOME.

— DJTO YyXe€ MOXO0XE Ha M3JeBaTeIbCTBO! — C cepalem
CKa3aJ OTel.

— 3adeM Thl Hac Ooropuaellb, JeTKa?— MoKauaja rojo-
BOM MaTh.— Pacckaxxku Ham Jnydiie, Kako Tebe MpUCHUJIICS
COH Mpo 00€3bsIH, © Mbl YCIOKOUMCH.

— MHe He CHHMIOCh HUKAkKkoro cHa, Mmama. S B3ampasnay
noObIBaJia B JOUCTOPUUECKONU dmoxe!

— VY neé npogomxkaetrca Open! — ckazan oreu.— Hano
BBI3bIBATh Bpayal!

— bpen?— BckpukHyna Myxa, BCKakuBasi ¢ KpoBaTU.—
Xopo1mo, B TaKOM cJjydae, mamna, moJoWad K 4acaMm B CTOJIO-
BOM M OTKPOW 3aJHIOK JABEPIY.

— Kakywo neepny? O 4émM TbI TOBOpHIIB?

— O BTOpOHN nBepIie 32 MAasITHUKOM.

— Tam HeT HUKakoW ABEPIIbI!

— A 1B MOCMOTpHU, nocMoTpu! S paHpme TOXe AyMana,
YyTO TaM €€ HerT...

Bce Tpoe monya HampaBUIUCh B CTOJNOBYH. Oten TBEp-
OBIMUA IIaraMy Ipollaraj B yrojl KOMHAaThl, OTKPBUI CTEKJISH-
HYI0O JBEpIly 4acoB M 3arjisHyJ BHYTPb JAEpPEBSIHHOTO (QPyT-
nspa.




— 37aech AEUCTBUTEIBHO €CTh BTOpas JBeplia,— IMpo-
0opmoTan OH.

— Ara! — Top)kecTByloule BOCKJMKHYJIa Myxa.

— CrpanHo,— 60opMoOTan OH,— S HE MOTrYy IMOHATH Ha-
3Ha4Ye€HUs 3TOW ABepusbl... HaBepHOo, OHa caenaHa AJs TOrO,
4TOOBl MacTepy ObIJIO Jeryie YMHUTh MEXaHU3M.

— A 1B OTKpOU €&, mama!

Oren TonkHyn aBepuy. OHa OTKphIIach ¢ PE3KHM CKpH-
MOM M CTYKHyJach O CTEHKY KOMHaThl. Myxa sCHO yBHUela
3a yacaMHM yroJ CTOJIOBOM, ONMJIETEHHBIM JaBHUIIHEW, YKe
3aNbUIEHHON NayTUHOW. bOJBIION pacTpEeBOKEHHBIM MayK
O0exaa Mo creHe, OBICTPO nepedupas TOHKUMH HOXKaMHU.

— Hy, u uto xe?— copocun orell.

— A rtaMm... nanpuie... 60JbII€ HUYETO0 HE BUJAHO?— yIaB-
MM TOJIOCOM TNporoBopuia Myxa.

— Bunno...

— UYrto?— obOpanoBayiach OHa.

— BunaHo, 4TOo y Hac 3amnymieHHas kBaprtupa. Bwmecrto
TOro, 4YTOObl 0O0JITaTh TJIYNOCTH, Thl OBl MoOYalle cMeTala
IBUIb U MAayTHUHY!

Myxa nomuia B KyXHIO 3a BEHHMKOM, a KOTJa BO3Bpalla-
Jack o0paTHO, yciablliajga, Kak MaTh TOBOpUJA OTIY:

— Te yx Oyap ¢ Hed cerojHs IMOJACKOBEH, JI€BOYKE
NPUCHUJICS CTpPAlIHBIA COH, M OHA JO CHUX IOP HE MOXKET
npuiiTu B ceds.

Myxa cTaparenbHO oOMesia yroia 3a 4acamMu, HaJesach
BTaiiHe OOHAPYXUTh Kakue-HUOYIb CJeJbl BBIXOJA B JIPEB-
Hui mup. OHa gaxke mocryvana manbleM B CTeHKY. CTeHka
Obla KpemkKkoi, KaMeHHOMW, U ObLIO OBl MPOCTO TIYMHO yOex-
IaTh POJUTENEH, YTO OHA BUJEJNA 3€Ch 3C€JIEHBIC MANOPOT-
HUKU.

N Bapyr Myxa pagocTHO paccMmesinachk.

— Ilama! Mamouka! Jla Beap 4achl-TO CTOSAT!

— Yto ¢ TOOOM, ngeTka?— 00ECIIOKOCHHO  CKazaja
MaTh.— Yackl cToAT yxke maTHaauath jget! Pa3zBe Thl 3a0blia
00 »TOM?

Myxa ObLIIO OTKpBIJIA POT, YTOOBI paccka3zaTh O MaJieHb-
KOM 4YacoBOM macrtepe BenukaHoBe, HO 3amHylsack. Yero
n00pOoro, pOAUTENN 3aNpeTsIT BOYCKaTh €ro 3aBTpa B KBap-
THPY, @ €l TaK XOTEJIOCh 3arisiHyTh B TJIyOb BEKOB XOTSA Obl
emeé oguH pas3ok!

Ho umeer nu ona nmpaBo monuats? He Oyner nu 310 00-
mMaHoMm? E€ Hayanu MyuyuTh yrpbi3eHus coBecTu. OHa HU-
KOrJla HE TOBOpHJA POJMUTENIAM HENpaBay.

A MoxeT ObITh, HE TOBOPUTH O YEM-HUOYAh — 3TO eIIé
He ooMaH? MoskeT OBITH, OOMaH — 5TO TOJBKO TOTJa, KOIrjaa
FOBOpUILb HempaBay?

36



Myxa noyxuHana, pa3MbllIIssgd HajJ 3TUM CJIOXHBIM BO-
IpOCOM, HO TaK HUYEro U He pemuia. OnHako Ha ayuie y Heé
Ob110 mpeckBepHo. Ilpexae yem 3acCHYTh, OHA J1OJT0 BOpOYa-
Jack B nocreaud. M poauTesin He criajiv, C TPEBOTOM NPUCITY-
HIUBAasIiCh, KAK 3BEHSIT NPYXHUHBI B €€ mMaTpale.

FMABA LWECTAA,
B KOTOPOW Yacbl BEKOB CHOBa Ha4YWMHAlOT CTyyaTb

[Tocne Toro, Kak oTell MU MaTh yuUIM Ha paboTy, Myxa
BhIMbLJIA MOCYAYy, MOJAMEJa IMOJ W BbhITEpJa MbUIb ¢ MebOelnu.
Myxa o4eHb TOpOINHUIachk, YTOOBl yCIETh BCE CAEJIATh A0 NpPU-
X0Ja 4acoBOoro mactepa. E€ ToMuio HeTepleHue, U, Kornaa
B INepeHell mpo3Byyaa 3BOHOK, OHAa CO BCEX HOr Opocuiach
OTKpPBIBATh JBEPH.

— 3apaBcTBY#, Myxa-Mmymika,— cKa3al 4acOBOW Ma-
cTep,— S O4YeHb CIEHIMWJI M 4YyTh HE pacmud 100 Ha Bamei
JECTHHULE.

OH cTOsN mepea HEW Ha MOpPOre C KAKUM-TO CBEPTKOM
B PYKE, MaJ€HbKHUN, OKPYXEHHBIA OPEOJIOM CBOUX OEJIBIX BO-
J0C, OT KOTOPBIX, Ka3aJoCh, HCXOIUT CepeOpHUCTOE CUSHHUE.

— 3apaBcTByiTe, ToBapuil BelukaHOB,— B3BOJIHOBaH-
HO 3aroBopuiia Myxa,— a yachl BEKOB ONSATh OCTAHOBUIIUCH!

On mepebpocun CBEPTOK U3 PYKH B PYKY M MOMIENT B CTO-
JOBYIO, MPUTAHIIOBBIBAS W HaleBas HETPOMKUM OacKoOM:

He uayTr 4yachl HMKak —
N Hm THK M HM Tak,

Ho s 3Haw caeaaThb Kak,
Y100 X0aMIM THUK Ja Tak.

BenukaHoB, Kak M NPOLLIBIA pa3, BJIE3 HA CTYJ U IOKO-
majcs B MEXaHH3Me, BBIOMBAas KaOJIydkoM MEJIKYI Jpo0b.
[ToToM OH CHPBITHYJ Ha MOJ U TOJKHYJ MaJlbYUKOM 30JIOTHU-
CTBIM MAasATHHK..

— Tuk-tak,— 4€TKO W HETOPOIUIUBO 3aroBOPUIIU
yachl,— THUK-TaK, THUK-TakK...
— HWnyt! — oOneruénno B3goxHysna Myxa.— A s Tak

oecnokounace! ToBapum BenukanoB, a 4YTO B BalleM
CBEPTKE U MOYEMY OT HEro mnaxHeT HadTaluHOM?

— B aToMm cBEépTKe, noporas Myxa, HEKOTOPbBIE MPUCIIO-
coOyieHUsi, MNPUAYMaHHbIE PAa3yMHBIM YEJIOBEYECTBOM JJIs
00pbpOBI ¢ X0J010M, @ HapTaJIMHOM OHU MAXHYT AJS TOTO,
YTOOBl UX HE Cheja MOJb.
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On pasBs3an cBEpTok. B HEM okazanuch myOka, mar-
Ka-yIIaHKa, BaJCHKU U TEIJIbIe MEePUYATKH.

— 4 cuwuraw, 4TO Thl JOJKHA NPUXBATUTH JJis ceOs Ta-
KO€ K€ CHapsKeHHe, eclii coOupaembcsi CEroJHs OTIpa-
BUTHCS B JAPEBHUU MUp,— cka3aid oH Myxe.

— Ho Bens TaM Tpomnuueckas xapa!

— He yBepeH.

Ona 3amsnace.

— Ho 4... He cnpocua pa3pemeHuss y MaMbl U Mambl...—
cKa3zaja OHa M, 4TO-TO BCIIOMHHB, 03aJaY€HHO MMOCMOTpEIa
Ha 4YacoBoro wmactepa.— OTBETbTE€ MHE, MOXaJlyHcTa, Ha
OJWH BOIpoOC, ToBapuul BenukaHos...

— S TroTOB OTBETUTH Ha ThICAUY BONPOCOB, JOoporas
Myxa, eciu OTBETHl Ha 3TH BONPOCH pa3ryjuMBarlT MO U3BU-
JWHAM MOETro MO3Ta B OXKHJAHUU, KOrJa 1 OTKPOK UM BOpPO-
Ta... Eciim ke OHM HE pa3ryjauBarorT...

— BpbI roBopute oueHb 3anmyTaHHO,— nepeduna ero
Myxa,— a y MeHS OYeHb NPOCTOM BOMpoc: OoOMaH WJIM HE
oOMaH He TOBOPUTH MNpaBay?

— I'm... Ha wmoit B3rnsa, obMaH — 3TO TOBOPHUTH He-
npaBay.

— A He TOBOpPHUTH?

— I'M... DTO 3HAYUT HE TOBOPUTH HEMpPABAY.

— A eciu HE TOBOPUTH NpaBaAy?

— To ecTb TOBOPUTH JOXKb?

— Her, HUYETrOo HE TOBOPUTH.

— Hwu mxu, HM npaBabr?

— Her, roBopuTh, HO HE TOBOPUTH NpPaBIY.

— I'm... i TBOUM, MAM MOM MO3TOBBIE€ W3BHJIMWHBI MOCT-
pajnaiu OT 3HAKOMCTBA C YEJIOBEKOOOpa3HBIMU 00€3bSHAMMU.
Thl cka3ana, 4TO S TOBOPIO 3allyTaHHO, a MEXAY TeM s cam
3abnyauics B nebpsx TBoero Bompoca. MoxeT OBITh, 3TO
NPOUCXOJUT OT KOCHOSI3BIUMS, KOTOPHIM CTpajaarT HEKOTO-
pble MIKOJBHUKH, HO S O CHUX IMOp HE 3aMedan y Tebs Takou
00Je3HHU.

Myxa oOupenacs.

— BB#I cka3anu oueHb MHOTO CJOB, HO S HAYEro TaK U HE
MOHSJIA...

— Ho s toxe He mousn tebds!

— Ho y MeHs HelCTBUTEIBHO OYE€Hb MPOCTOW BOIPOC...
Sl He paccka3zama mnpo Bac mame u MmamMe. XOpOWO 3TO WU
nJI0x0?

— IInoxo, moporas Myxa! Ouenp mnoxo! Temepp MHe

SCHO, 4TO T€Os1 OCCIMOKOUT: Thl yTauja MpaBay OT POIUTEIIEH.
Tak?
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— Ho pa3 Te6s ononeBamT yrpbi3eHUsS COBECTH, 3Ha-
YUT, Thl MOHUMACIIb, YTO YTAUTh MpPaBAy — ATO TO K€ caMmoe,
yT0 00MaHyTh. Bcerma mosaraiics Ha CBOIO COBECTh: OHA
OY€Hb TOYHO pa3bsICHSAET YEJIOBEKY, KaK OH 00s3aH IMOCTY-
naTh.

— Ilonaratscss Ha COBECTh,—3aJyMUYMBO  IMOBTOpHIIA
OHa,— CTPaHHO, YTO MHE B TOJOBY HE€ NpHIIA TaKas MBICIb
paHpLIE...

— Xouy obpaTuTh TBOE BHUMaHue, Myxa-MyIliKa, Ha TO,
YTO 4YE€JOBEK, TEPSAIOUIUA COBECTh, B OJIHY MUHYTY NpeBpamia-
ercs B )kuBoTHOe! COOCTBEHHO, COBECTh — OJWH W3 TJIABHBIX
NPU3HAKOB, KOTOPHIE OTINYAIOT YEJIOBEKA OT KUBOTHOTO.

— S pacckaxy ceroaHs mpo Bac Iamne u MaMme.

— I'm... He yO6exaéHn, 94To 3TO AOCTaBUT UM OOJbIIOE
YIOBOJILCTBHE, HO YBEpPEH, YTO PEUICHHE Thl MpHUHsATIA Ipa-
BUJIbHOE... A Tenepb, Myxa, naBal IOCMOTPUM, YTO HIPOUC-
XOJAUT 32 BTOPOM ABEPLEW HAIIUX YACOB...

OH pacnmaxHyJl ABEpLUY, U B CTOJOBYK IIUPOKHUMHU KIy-
0aMu moBaJiMJ O€Nbld XOJIOJHBIA Tap.

— Tam mopo3! — Bckpuknyina Myxa.

— Kak Buaumb, s He HampacHO PeKOMEHa0Ball Tebe 3a-
NacTUCh TEIMJIBIM OOMYHIMpPOBAHHEM,— CKa3zaJl 4YacoBOH Ma-
CTep, MOCMHENHO NpuKpbIBas agepuy.— C Tex mop, Korjaa Mbl
noObIBalM B JPEBHEM MHUPE, MHUHYJIO HE Majo ThICSUYENETHUH,
U mpupoja TaMm SIBHO mperepnena wusMeHeHusa. OpeBaiics,
Myxa, u B nyTh! Hy, 4TO %€ Thl MeIJIUIIL?

B TeMHOTE MyXMHBIX rjia3 OJIECHYJH JIBE MOJHUH.

— Ecimum TaM MOpo3 U CHer,— ckKa3aja oOHa, yJbl0a-
ACh,— 3HAYUT, MBI CMOYXEM NyTEUIEeCTBOBATh Ha JbIXkax!
bonbme Bcero Ha cBeTe s AHOOIIO JABIKH!

— Ho y mens Her apik. Myxa...

— C mnpouuiold 3WMbl Yy HAac B KJIAJOBKE CTOAT JIBIKH
MOE! JBOKOPOAHON cecTpbl. MHe KaxeTcs, OHH OyAyT Bam
KaK pa3 BIIODY.

— Benukonenno, Myxa!—/[oBonbHbIli BenukaHnoB mo-
TEp Taq0Hb O NaJoHb.— ['0TOB mococTs3aThcs ¢ ToOOON B Oe-
re, HECMOTpPA Ha TO, YTO Thl B IIECTh pa3 MoJIokKe MeHsa! DTo
OynyT mepBble JIBKHBIE COPEBHOBAHHUS B KaAMEHHOM Beke!

[loka oHa mocTaBajia JBIXKU M IEepeojeBalach, OH HeETep-
NeJuBO pacXaXWBaj IO CTOJIOBOM M HameBaj ryJKUM 0acom:

AX, KyJa, Kyda cCHelHdlb,

ITapa JabIkK, OBICTPBIX JBIK?
CoBpeMeHHBIH 4eJ/IOBEK

Muntr Ha JblKax B JPeBHMH Bek!
AX, Kyaa Tbl YroaMiib,

I[Mapa ablxk, OBICTPBIX JBLK?



Uepe3 uyeTBepTh yaca BenukaHoB m Myxa ¢ HEKOTOPBHIM
TPYAOM IPOTHCHYJIHMCH MEXIAY 30JIOTHCTBIM MAasiTHUKOM
U O00KOBOM cTeHkOM yacoB. Emé He yneTyduJIuch OKyTaBIIUE
ux KiayObl mapa, a Myxa yxe MO4yBCTBOBaja OCTpPBIHA, XO-
JONHBIN, HU C YEM HE CPABHUMBIN 3amax cBexero cHera. OHa
ray0OKO M C HacJaXJEHUEM B3J0XHYJa M 3aXMYpHJIAcCh OT
HECTEPNUMOro 6jecka cyrpo6oB. IDTo ObLIO COBEPIICHHO MO-
PAa3UTEIBbHO — 3@ HECKOJBKO CEKYyHJ H3 XKAapKOro JjeTra Io-
nacTb B MOPO3HYIO 3UMY!

OHM BBIIUIM B 3Ty 3UMY NOpPAMO M3 CHera: JABepua BOJI-
meOHBIX 4aCOB, OTKPBIBAsiCh, pa3BOPOTUIA BBICOKUN CYrpoo,
1 Myxa yBujaena oOpaTHyl CTOPOHY PaBHOMEPHO MOKadMBa-
IOIIerocds MasiTHUKA. ['ycTod map CKpblLI OT €€ ria3 CTOJO-
BYI0, HO OHa SICHO cliplllajia, KaK Ha Kpeclyie XaloO0HO Mi-
yKaeT HCOyraHHas XoJIOJAOM Komka. JleBouyka MOCHEIIHO
3aXJOIHYJa ABEPUY M OTJIALEIAChH.

Bokpyr, Hackonbko XBaTano rias, Jexaja Oenas, HC-
Kpslascsa B JIydyax IOJYyIEHHOTO COJHIIA paBHUHA. MajeHb-
KM 4YacoBOW MacTep B JETCKOW IIyOKe YK€ CTOSJI Ha JIbl-
Kax Buepeau e€, onMpasch Ha LIUPOKO pacCTaBJICHHBIC Mal-
ku. Illanka-ymanka CMEIIHO TONOPUIMIACH HA €ro roJioBe,
U Ha OOpony CBHCAIM He3aBsA3aHHBIE TECEMKH.

Myxa cTtana Ha ablxku. Ha Hell OblI 3eN€HBIA CHOPTHUB-
HbIi KOCTIOM, W OHa mojaymala, yto BenukanoBy B 1my0e
U BajJeHKax Oynaer, moxalyW, TPYAHO YIHAaThCS 3a HEW.

YacoBol MacTep OTISAHYJICS, 3aJ0PHO MOIAMUTHYJI Myxe
U CKaszal:

— Jlorousi!

OH pBIBKOM OTTOJIKHYJICS MAJIKAMH W CTPEMHUTEIBHO IO-

O6exan mo cyrpo6am. BeLIO CIBIIIHO, KAK OH HAall€BaeT B TaAKT
CBOMM CKOJIB3SIIIIUM IIIaram:

AX, KyJaa, Kyla cCHellHllb,
IMapa JabIK, OBLICTPBLIX JbIK?

Myxa paccMmesinach M HNOAXBaTHJIA:

CoBpeMeHHbIIl 4eJiOBeK
Muur Ha JbIkaxX B JApPeBHHH Bek!

OH cpazy omnepeaus e€ MeTpoB Ha cto. KTO OB MOr mo-
AyMaTh, 4YTO ATOT CTApPUUOK Oeraer Ha JbIKax, KaK MacTep
cnopra?!

PaccrosHune wMexny MyXxoM M 4acOBBIM MAacTEpOM BCE
yBenuuuBanoch. M3ganeka oHa yxe ¢ TpyaoM pazOupaina
cioBa ero 3a0aBHOW IMECEHKM:

AX, KyJaa Tbhl Yroguuib,
ITapa JabIK, OBICTPBIX JBIK?
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MABA CEObMAA4,
B KOTOPOW BbIACHAETCA, YTO NO CHery
MOXHO XOAWUTb OOCUMKOM

U Bapyr BenukanoB octaHoBuicsa. Myxa Buaena, Kak OH
BOTKHYJI JIBDKHBI€ TaJKH B Cyrpo0 W Mpucesll Ha KOPTOUYKH.
Korma ona mob6panace 10 Hero, oH BC€ emé cHIe, HEIMO/I-
BUXKHO PAa3ryisibiBas CHET.

— Hy u ny! — BbImoxHyna Myxa, 3aTopMaxuBas Oer
U Tsokeao apima.— Bbel He BenukanoB, a Ilennkanos!

— Kr10?— paccesHHO cnpocui OH, Oa)X€ HE B3TJSHYB
Ha HeE.

— IlenukaHoB,— moBTOpHJa OHAa.— ECTh Takasga nTHU-
Ila — MejJuKaH. A BBl J€TaeTe Ha JbIKax, Kak ITuia!

Octpoymue Myxu, mo-BUAMMOMY, HE NMPOU3BEIO HA HErO
HUKAKOrO BII€YATIICHHUS.

— Iloromgu,— cka3zan OH CepbE3HO,— Thl BUAWIIb, YTO
1 0OOHApy>XUJ Ha 3TOH JNeAsHOW miomanke?

Omna 3acnoHuia riaa3a pyKou: COJIHIE CIENUIo €€.

— Cnen,— axnyna Myxa.

— Ha, cinen! — B3BOJIHOBAHHO CKa3all 4aCOBOW MacTep,
noaHuMasice.— Ho kako#t cinen! Tsl Tonbko moaymaii, Myxa,
yTO THl BUAMULIB!.. DTO Xe cien 6ocoro ueioBeka!

Tonbko TENEps 10 €€ CO3HAHUA NOUJIO0, YTO HA MPUNOPO-
INIEHHOW CHETOM TJbIO€ JbhJa OTHEeYaTaHbl e€Jie 3aMEeTHBIe
ISTh MaJdblEB M MSATKA MpaBo Horw yenoBeka. Cyns mo
BCEMY, B TMOCJEIHHE CYTKH 3/1€Ch OBIJIO OYE€Hb THXO, CHET
najajn JErKMM U HEYaCThIM U 3aIOpOIIMJ JEI, CIOBHO TYMaH.
W cnen cTpaHHOTO YeJOBEKa, XOJISIIETO MO CHEry OOCHKOM,
BBITJISEJT HESICHBIM M HENpPaBAONOJA00HBIM, KaK COH.

N Bcé-taxku 310 OBII cien!

— Hy, xopomo,— nepeBoas AbIXaHUE U 3apaxasich €ro
BOJIHEHUEM, CcKa3ajga Myxa,— s BUXY Ha JbJUHE CJe] Mpa-
BOM HOTHW... A TJe Xe JeBas Hora 3TOro 4ejoBeKa, €CIH 3TO
YyeJIOBEK?

— Tbsl oOuyeHb HEBHUMATEJIbHAs J€BOYKa! — cepAUTO
MpoTOBOPUI yacoBo mactep.— Tak caymai... Ckopee Bcero
3TO HE NPOCTO JIbJAWHA, a BHICTyHawIlas H3-MO0J CHEra He-
Oonpiasg JeasHas TMJOIMlajJKa TUTAHTCKOTO JIeJHUKA, KOTO-
pBIf, MOXET OBITh, MPOTAHYJICA MOJ CHETOM Ha THICAYH KHJIO-
MeTpoB. OHa COBCEM KpollleuHas — 93Ta MJOIajgKa, U HA HeH
oTmeyYaraliach MOATOMY TOJILKO OJIHA CTymnHsA. Tem Gomee, 4ToO
00coif 4YenoBeK, KaKk MHE Ka)XeTCs, He XOJUT, a cKayeT... Bu-
OUIIb BOT 3/1€Ch MPOBall B CHETy? DTO clie] €ro JIEBOM HOTW...
OH cpaenal NpBIXKOK — W BOT Mbl BUJUM Ha JbJYy MSITh MaJib-
IIeB MpaBOi HOTW... A najbllie OH CHOBAa NMpPOBaJUJCSI B CHer!
Hy, KoHeuHO e, uepe3 KaxkJable MEeCThb-CEMb METPOB B CHETY
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BUJHBI mpoBaibl oT ero Hor! Ilolipém mo cnexy, U Mbl CKOPO
y3HaeM, Kakue CIIOPTCMEHBl B KAMEHHOM Beke Oeranu Oocu-
KoMm!

Myxa Mojnuya moBepHYyJa JbIKH U MoOexana Mo cieny.

— He Topomnuce! — KpUKHYyn  4acoBOM  MacTep.—
Mpbl ke He 3HaeM xapakrtepa sToro 6ocska! Ecnum 310 u de-
JOBEK, TO BO BCIAKOM ciiydyae — nukaps! He oxupgaii, 4to oH
NpUriacuT TeOs Ha YamiKy 4as...

OHa HepemuTeNbHO OCTAHOBUJIACH M CIpPOCHUIIA, MOMEN-
JIUB:

— A 4TO ecau... oH nwgoen?

— QOueHp MOXET OBITH!

— Ho 310 %)e omachno!

— Koneuno! — ycmexnyiscs  4vacoBoi Mactep.— U 4
naxe yO0exa€H, YTO TBOU KOCTOYKU €My MPUAYTCS MO BKYCY
0oabIIEe, YEM MOHM...

Myxa B310XHYyJIA.

— 4 HauuHaw AyMaTh, YTO UMETh JAEJO C YEJIOBEKOOO-
pa3HoOil 00e3bIHON NPUATHEH, YeM C MEePBOOBITHBIM YEIIOBE-
KoM/

— He geman ckopomnmajuTeslbHbIX BBIBOAOB, Myxa... Ho
B KaKOW-TO CTETNEHH Thl HE OMHUOACUIbCs, TOTOMY YTO 00e3h-
SHBl HUKOTJIa HE MOTPeONsaan B NMUILY MsAcCA.

— Munbie 06e3bsiHBI!

— OmnaTe Tl TOponumbesa ¢ BoiBogoM! CoBpeMeHHBbIE
yu€Hble JOKa3bIBAIOT, UYTO KOTJa HAalllM MpPEJAKH Haydajlu €CTh
MSICO, HMX MO3T Haudall pa3BUBAaThCS 3HAYUTEIbHO OBICTpEE.

— Tonpko Omaromapss Mmscy?

— Her, He Tonbko... UTOOB MOJB30BATHCS OpPYKHUEM
U OpYIAUSIMU TPyJa, OHU OBIIH BBIHYXJEHBI OCBOOOIUTH Tie-
peaHHE KOHEYHOCTH. {1 3TOr0 OHM NOAHSIIHCH HA 3aJHHUX
KOHEUYHOCTSX, a MO3BOHOYHUK U3 TOPU30HTAJIBHOTO TNpeBpa-
TUJICA B BEpTHUKaJIbHBIA. Thl yuniaa B IIKOJE, KAKOE 3HAYCHHE
JUIsl OpraHu3Ma 4elioBeka HMMeeT MO3BOHOYHUK. WM BoT, Tak
CKa3aTb, OCBOOOXIEHHBIH M3 COrOCHHOrO MOJOXXKEHHS I103-
BOHOYHUK JaJl HOBBIM TOJYOK Pa3BUTUI0 M HEPBHOM CHUCTE-
Mbl U TOJIOBHOTO MoO3ra!

— Kak Bc€ yauBUTEIBHO 3aBUCUT OJHO OT JApyroro! —
ckazana Myxa.

— Kak wu Bc€ B npupone, noporas Myxa-mymka! Ho
oOpaTu BHUMaHHUE, YTO 3TH NPEBPAIICHUS MPOU3ONLIN JIUIIh
NOTOMY, YTO HAalllM MPEJKU HAYUYUIHUCh TpyAy!

OHU HETOPOIUIMBO CKOJIB3UJIM IO CHEXHOW paBHUHE, 3a-
JUTOW OKEAaHOM COJIHEYHOro cBeTa. bwino oueHb Tuxo. B mpo-
3payHOM M YHCTOM MOPO3HOM BO3JYyX€ CIBIIIAJIOCH TOJBKO
MSTKOE€ IyplIaHUE YETHIPEX JIBIXK J1a Pa3MEpPEHHOE THUKAHbE
NaJJ€éKUX 4YacoB:




— Tuk-tak, TUK-TakK, THK-TaK...

— CrpaHHO,— 3aIyMuuBO cKazajlla Myxa,— eciu Obl
He cieabsl 00COT0 4YeJoBEKa W eciu Obl He THUKAIHW 4Yachl Be-
KOB, MOHO OBLIO OBl MOAYMaTh, YTO MBI BBIILIK 33 TOPOJ
MOKAaTaThCs Ha JBIKAX...

— Croit! — Bapyr menHyn BenukanoB, xBaTas €€ 3a
PYKY.

CHexHasi paBHMHA HEOXMUJAHHO 3aKOHYWJIACh IOYTH
y CaMbIX HOT JBIKHUKOB. OHHM OCTAaHOBHMJIHCH Ha Kparo Jel-
HUKa, KOTOPBIM TIMHHBIMHU YCTylaMH, TOXO0XUMHU Ha TUTAHT-
CKHME CTYNEHH, YXOAWJ BHU3. HeclbplmIHO oChImalics CHET u3-
noxa Jbik. COoJNHIE MCKPUIIOCH B 3€JE€HOBATHIX TOJIIAX JbJA.
A BHH3Y, B CTa METpax OT HHUX, MOJHUMAJICI MOTYYHU KEIPO-
BBII Jiec, pa3pe3aHHbId riybokum oBparom. [lanopama, ot-
KpBIBIIASICSI UX riaa3zaM, Oblja BEJIUYECTBEHHONW MU HEOOBIYHOM.
Ho He oHa nmpukoBana k cebe ux rinaza. Ha HuxHem ycTyne
JeHUKa, HaJ CaMbIM OBpAarom, CIUHOW K HUM, CTOSI 0OcCO-
HOTHM, BOJIOCATHIH 4YeJoBeK!

[Iponyio HECKONBKO CEKYHJ, MPEXKIE 4YeEM ONMOMHHBIIUKCS
BenukanoB c¢ cunoii ToakHyn Myxy B CTOpOHY OT o0OpbIBa.
Ona ymana 3a BBICOKMM 00JeAeHEIbIM CyrpoOOM U, TpOJio-
MHUB TOHYAWIIYI0 KOPOYKY JIbJla, C TOJOBOM 3aphljiach B JIET-
KWM, KaK MyX, CHET.

«Yto BBl genaere»! — xoTena KPUKHYTh BO3MYIIEHHAA
Myxa, GapaxTasich B CHEXHOM NyxXy, HO BennkaHoB 3axan
e€ poT JIaJIOHbI0O U 3HAKaMU JlaJl MOHSATh, 4YTOOBI OHA HE IIe-
BEJINJIACH.

OH 5exan psAIOM C HEW, OCTOPOKHO BBICOBBIBAS TOJIOBY
u3-3a cyrpo6a, U oHa clibllIaja, Kak 4aCOBOW MacTep JBIIIHUT
NPEPHIBUCTO U 4YacTO.

— K cuacTtplo, 0ocsik He 3aMeTUd Hac! — IIENHYJd OH,
noBopauuBas K Heull numo. M3 cenbix 3apociield ero roJIOBbI
Ha MyXy CMOTpenu OKPYTJIMBIIHUECS, UCIyTaHHbIE Trja3za,—
CtpanHo... Beap y Hero, s 1yMaw, YePTOBCKU OCTPBIN CIIyX...
HaBepHo, ero BHMUMaHHE 3aHSATO 4YEM-HUOYyJIb OYEHb BaX-
HBIM...

Myxa BBITAsIHYyJa H3-3a cyrpo6a. bocoHoruii yenoBek
CTOSIJT HEMOJBUXKHO, Kak u3BasHue. Uem-To oH emé ObLI MO-
X0 Ha 00e3bsiHy — AJUHHBIE PYKU U KOpPOTKas IIes C
CIMIIKOM MaJ€HbKOW YPOIJIMBOW TOJOBKON. BOT OH momese-
auncs, Myxa yBuaena ero npo@uib ¢ OPUILIIOCHYTBIM HOCOM
U CUJIBbHBIMH, BBIAAIONIUMUCS BHepén yemtocTamu. JIo6 moutu
OTCYTCTBOBAJ Ha BOJOCATOM, CIIOBHO YCEUYEHHOM, Yepene,
a Ha BCEM €ro Teje, MOJ TyCTOM TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOW MIEp-
CThIO, YraJbIBaJIUCh MOTyuYHME€, KaK >KEJIE3Hbl€ KaHaThl, MycC-
KyJsbl. [lemoe cmyieTeHrne MYCKYJIUCTBIX KaHaTOB!

N Bcé-taku »TO0 OB venmoBek. OH TBEPAO CTOSAT HaA HO-
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rax, a ero JUIMHHbIC PYKU OBITM HECOMHEHHO YEJOBEYECCKUMH
pPYKaMHu.

Ha ycrtyne neaHuka mepejn HUM B3jbIMaiach Ipyjaa or-
POMHBIX KaMHEW — odeHb OoJblnas Tpyaa, MoXalyi, oHa
HE yMecTHuJach Obl Ha XKeJe3HONOopOoXHOU miuatdhopme. Myxa
C YAUBJIEHHEM TOJyMaja, OT4eT0 KaMHU HE CPHIBAIOTCS B OB-
par ¢ MOKaToro M CKOJIb3KOTO YCTymna JieAHuKa? DTO Kaza-
J0Ch MPOTHUBOECTECTBEHHBIM. HoO OHa cKOpo moHsia, B 4éM
CEKpeT: KaMHHU yJAep>XHBaJl MUPOKUA CTBOJ KaKOTO-TO AEpe-
Ba, YKpPEMJIEHHBIM HAa caMOM Kparo ycTyIa.

bocoHoruii 4enoBeKk 4YEro-to TEPIHEIMBO KAajl, HE CBOIS
ria3 c oBpara, TepsAIoIerocs rjae-tTo BAalu, B 1e0psAX Keapo-
BOro Jjieca. Kakue MBICIM TECHUJIUCH B €r0 MaJE€HbBKOMU ue-
penHoil kopoOke? 3aueM OH CKakall Clojla MO 3aCHEXKEHHO-
MYy JIEJHUKY?

Bpewms TsaHynock MeqiieHHO, 1 Myxa mo4yBCTBOBaja, 4To
e€ HauMHaeT NpoXBaThiBaTh MoOpo3. OHa mnompobOoBanxa mo-
IBUraTh pyKaMu, HO BelukaHOB CBHUpENO 3allMKal Ha HeE.
Tenepr oHa packauBaiach, 4TO BBIIIIA M3 AOMa B JPEBHUMU
MUDP B JBI)KHOM KOCTIOME.

— Xopomio BaM OIHKaTh,— OOMIKEHHO memHyjaa My-
Xa,— KOTJla Ha Bac myoOa ¥ BaJeHKHU!

— Tcc...— mpomwunen oH.

— VY Bac «Tc», a y MeHs  «Op»... 3y0 Ha 3y0 He moma-

JaerT.

— Tcc...— cHOBa mpomMIEea OH M Hadal CTACKUBATh
c cebs myoOy.

— He nHanmo! — wucnyramace Myxa, npeacTtaBuB, Kak OH

OyIeT JeXaTh Ha CHETY B CBOEM JETKOM JETCKOM KOCTIOMYH-
Ke.— MHe yxe cTajio Temio...

BenukaHoB He ycmea OTBETUTh, MOTOMY 4YTO OOCOHOTHM
YEeJIOBEK BJIPYI BCTPEIECHYJCS, BBITATUBAsA ro0JIOBY. bbLIO mO-
X0X€, 4TO OH K 4yeMy-To npuciaymuBaercsa. K gemy? Kak Hu
Hamnpsaraina Myxa CcBOM ClIyX, OHa HUYEro He ycJiblllanaa, Kpo-
M€ HEXHOI'0 LIypIIaHUSA OCHINAXUIErocs TO TaM, TO TYT MO-
JOJ0T0 CHEXKa.

Hakonen 1 oHa 4TO-TO ycibllIajga — TO JIM CTOH, TO JIH
BOILJIb, HEACHBIN, KaK JaJ€KOE ypuaHue rpoma. Bomab ¢ kax-
I0¥ MUHYTOM mpuONMKAJCs, U YK€ MOXHO ObLIO pa3o0paTh,
YTO OH CJIMBAETCsA M3 AECATKOB BOIUICH, MOIIHBIX, PE3KUX
U TaKUX CTPAIIHBIX, 4TO Y MyX# 3a0HUI0Ch Cepale U MO CIHU-
He NpoOexalu MPOTHUBHBIE MYpPAUIKH.

—  DbI-BI-BI-BI-BI-Bl...— JIETEIU KPUKHU U3 Jieca.

YTto-TO HesACHOe, TEMHOE KATHJIOCh IO AHY oOBpara. bo-
COHOTMHM YEJIOBEK Ha YCTyIle JIEAHUKA 3aJBUTAJICI U IPUCEI,
BBICYHYB TOJIOBY H3-3a KaMHel. Myxa u BenukaHoB sCHO
BHUJICJIM €r0 CXKaBIIYIOCA HampsDKEHHYIO Qurypy.
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Hesichoe u témHoe nmpubamxkanocb. OHO MeTanoch IO
IHY OBpara, Jaejas CTPaHHbIE, TMOPBIBUCTBIE NPBIXKKU TO
BIIPaBO, TO BJEBO.

A HaBepxy, mo o0euM CTOpOHaM oBpara, Oexkajau JecsT-
KM OOCOHOTMX, BOJIOCAThIX JroJed. OHU MoJCKaKuUBalu Ha
Oery, pa3MaxuBajld CBOMMHU JUIMHHBIMH pYKaMHU, pa3Mallu-
CTO HIBBIPSIJIM B OBpar TsAXKEJbIe TIBIOBI KamMHE#l. B Mopo3s-
HOM BO3JyX€ HEMPECTaHHO IpeMe UX XYTKUH BOIJb:

— I'p-BI-BI-BI-BI-Bl... [ P-BI-BI-BI-HL...

— T'on! — ¢ gpoxpr0 B rosoce ckazail BenukaHoB.—
KaxeTcs, OHM TOHSAT  THUTFAHTCKOrO TMEIIEPHOTO MEJBEAs.
B nHame BpeMs Takux MeIOBEAEH HET, U3peJKa MNPHU PACKOI-
Kax yu€Hble HaXOJIT UX HEBOOOpa3UMbIE CKEJETHI...

D10 nedcTBUTENBHO OBLI MeaBeab. Ho kakoil mMenBenb!
MoxeT OBITh, TOJBKO CJIOH MOT CPaBHUTHCS C HUM!

3Bepb 3aMETHO ycTall. FEro mpbpKKHM MOJ TpagoM KaM-
HEl CTaHOBUJHUCH BCE Oonee HeNOBKUMH. M3 OTKpbITOM ma-
CTH Me€JBEIs [0 BPEMEHaM  BBIpBIBAJCSA CTpagalbyeCKUU
XpUNJIBIA pEB, 3ariylmiacMblii TakKUM K€ 3BEPUHBIM BOILIEM
MOJYJIIOAEN-TTONYKUBOTHBIX:

— I'pBI-BI-BI-bI-bl... [ PBI-BI-bI-BI-bI-bl...

Myxa BckpukHyjna. JIBa OOCOHOrHX 4elOBE€Ka B a3apTe
OXOTHl CTOJKHYJHCh M B KIybaX CHera pyXHYJU C KPYTOTO
oOpbiBa Ha MeaBeasd. /[eBouke Moka3anoch, YTO OHU MaJaloT
HEECTECTBEHHO JOJITO, HEYKJIIOKE KYBBIPKAsCh B BO3JYyXE.
Ha ¢one orpomHo# rps3HO-Oypo#l Tymiu 3Beps OHU BHITISA-
NEeI COBCEM KpOUIEYHBIMU. MenBelb OTMAXHYJICS OT HHUX
KOTTUCTOM Jamoi, Kak OT MyX, U JBa OXOTHHUKAa NOTUOIH,
OTOpOLIEHHBIE B CTOPOHY €T0 y’KacawumuMm yrapom. MHx
KpOBb OpBI3HYJIAa Ha CHET.

['mbenp coONIeMEHHUKOB HE NpPOU3BEJIa Ha OCTAJbHBIX
OXOTHHKOB HHUKAaKOro BmedatTieHus. OHH NPOAOJKAIHU Ipe-
CJIENOBATh 3BEPsA C NPEKHUM YIOPCTBOM M SPOCTHIO.

— I'pBI-BI-BI-BI-Bl... [ PBI-BI-BI-BI-HI...

OBpar koHYuMJICH, MeaBeab Obln B 3amanHe. OH ynépcs
HOCOM B JIEJHUK H, TPO3HO pblua, MOJHSJCS HA 3aJHUX Jia-
nax. B 3Ty MuHyTy OOCOHOTHMII 4YeIOBEK Ha yCTyIe JIEAHUKA
NPUBCKOUYMI U C MOOEIHBIM KPUKOM «TpPbI» BBIIIUO HU3-TOJ
KaMHell cTBoa nepeBa. Kackang KaMeHHBIX TJIbIO ¢ TPOXOTOM
OOpyIIUJICS Ha TOJIOBY 3BepS.

Menagens ynan. OH nexan B cyrpo6ax Bc€ Oojblle BbI-
TATUBASCh W cy4ya 3aAHUMHU jnanaMu. CHeEr BOKPYT pa3MoO3-
KEHHOTO ueperna OBICTPO KpacHed M Tasii.

YenoBek Ha ycTyle JIeAHUKA JIUKYIOUE TOTPSAC MOAHSATHI-
MU pYKaMH, YTO-TO 3bIYHO M TOPTAHHO KPUKHYJ M HPBITHYI
BHHU3. OH TpalMO3HO NPOJIETEN MO BO3AYXY HE MEHbIIE A€~
CATH-IBEHAaJAUATH METPOB M TOYHO ONMYCTHUJICA Ha TYIIy 3Be-
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ps, BIENUBIIWCH NajdblaMH B €ro mepcrtb. A C OTKOCOB
oBpara, He mepecraBas paJOCTHO BONUTh, CKATHIBAJIUCH MPs-
MO IO CHery 0OCOHOTHMe OXOTHHKM. OHM XOXOTalIWu U MPUIMJIS-
CBHIBAJIM B Cyrpo0ax M O4YE€Hb MOXOJIMJIU TENepb Ha 00e3yMeB-
mux o0e3bdaH. HexoTopwie W3 HUX, NpUNAB K Yyepemny MeJBe-
151, KaJHO MUK ropA4Yyr0 KpoBb. [[pyrue 10BKO, OJHUM yHa-
poMm, pa3ObuBaiu KaMHHU U OCTPBIMU TpaHAMHU BCIapbIBalu
Tymy. CKOpo B pyKax BC€X OXOTHHKOB OKa3allUCh OTpPOM-
HbI€ KYCKHM MsfACa, KOTOPOE OHM IIOKUPAIHU, I'POMKO YaBKasd
U 1o-3BepuHOMY ypua. Ilo-BHOAMMOMY, 3TH 3BYKHM O3Hadallu
BBICIIEE HACJIAXJAECHUE, KOTOPOE€ MCHBITBIBAIU CEWYAC OXOT-
HUKU.

— Jla,— mepenoxHyn, HakoHel, BennkaHoB,— CoO3Ha-
I0Ch, 3Ta Tpale3a He BBI3bIBAET y MeHsA anmnetura! Ilepso-
ObiTHOE uyenoBeueckoe ctano! Ho Tl oOparuia BHUMaHHUE,
Myxa, 94TO OHH yK€ IOJb3YIOTCA KaMHSIMH, KaK HOXAMH U
TonopamMu! DTO e KojJoccallbHBIA mporpecc!

— Buxy,— npomenrana Myxa,— TamM TBOPUTCS Takoe,
YTO MHE CTajlO AK€ )XKapKO M Ha BCEM TeJe€ BBICTYNHI IIOT...

— Jla, Myxa, oHu yxxe He o00e3bsHbI! [[ukapu, HO K-
HYCb, HE 00€3bsHBI!

— Tume!.. To BBl TOBOPUTE MHE «TC», TO HAYMHAETE TAK
0acuTh, 4YTO OHM MOTYT HacC YyCJBIIIATH!

— IloBepr MHe, uMm Tenepb He A0 Hac! Tel cMoTpH, CMOT-
pHu, 4ro TaMm pgenaetrcsl!..

OIMH M3 OXOTHUKOB, HAaCHITUBIIMCH MEIBEKATHUHOMU, 3a-
BJlaJel KYCKOM IIKYpbl 3BE€ps, CYAUCTUI KaMEHHBIM CKpeO-
KOM OCTAaTKM MfCa U IWIBBIPHYJI HX BOJOCATBIM IOJPOCT-
KaM — UX ObUIO He MeHblle JroXHHb. Kak cambie
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OOBIKHOBEHHBIE pPE3BbIE MaJbUYMIIKHU, TOJKAACh M CCOPACH,
OHU HAOPOCHUIIHUCHh HAa MACO M TYT XK€ COXpajlu €ro. A ChIThII
OXOTHHUK OJIaroAymIHO pa3TJsAbiBaj MIKypy U BIPYT, Oce-
HEHHBIM KaKOM-TO HEOXHUJAaHHOW MBICJIbIO, HaNIJAUI €€ Ha
CBOU IUIEYH M OIYCTHUJICS HA YETBEPEHBKH.

— I'pel, rpei!— Beceno 3apbiyan OH.

— I'pel! — B y’ace 3aBONMIM BOJOCATHIE MOJIPOCTKHU
TOHKMMH TOJIOCAMU U OPOCHUIIUCH BPACCHIMHYIO.

BSPOCHBIG OXOTHHKH IICPCCTAJIHU XKCBATb M HACTOPOIKHU-
JHUCH.

— I'pel, rpel! — mepenBurasich Ha 4eTBEpPEHbKaAX, pbhlyall
CKPBITBIM WIKYpOH OXOTHHK.

OrnymurenbHbli 3BEPUHBIM XOXOT MOTpsic oBpar. J[uka-
PH OKPYXHIH U300pETATEIBbHOIO0 OXOTHUKA, C HHTEPECOM 3a-
rasabpIBas MOJA IIKYPY M IOXJONBIBAA €ro MO IHUPOKOM CIH-
He. OH mnoJHsAJCSA BO BECh POCT, MNPOAOJIKAA KyTaThCs B
HIKypYy.

— Kr0 3HaeT,— 3aayM4HMBO CKa3ajl 4acoOBOM MacCTep,—
MOXET ObITh, Oyaronapss TakKOW IIYTKe Yy MEpBOOBITHBIX IO-
SABUJICA NEPBBIM KOCTIOM. BuIWIIb, OH HE XOYET paccTaBaTh-

Ci cO HIKypOH, Tak Kak IOYyBCTBOBAJ, 4YTO IOJ HEHW TEIIo
W YIOTHO...

YacoBoil MacTep NpPUNOIHAICSA, YTOOBI MOJyUlle pac-
CMOTpPETh MEPBBIM HapsAJ MEPBOOBITHOIO YEIOBEKA, HO OT
HEOCTOPOXKHOIO ABHKEHHUSA Ccyrpo0, CKpbrlBaromuil ero u My-
Xy, 3aKOJbIXaJCs, CIBUHYJCS C MECTa U C IIyMOM OOpyHIHII-
cd C ycTymna JIeJHUKA.

Jlukapu yMOJKIU U pa3oM OOEpHYJIM K HUM CBOM CTpall-
HblE JINLA.

— bexum! — kpuknyn BenukanoB.— Ckopeir, Myxa!

OHa cTpeMHUTENIBHO BCKOYMJIA U MoOexala Ha JblXKaxX Io
JEeHUKY.

— Ckopeil! — xpunino kpuuan 3a €€ cnuHoul Benuka-
HOB.— OHHU T@pBITalOT ¢ YycTyna Ha YyCcTym, Kak Omoxu!
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Cxkopeil, nHaue, KISHYCh BCEM NPOUIJIBIM M OyIyUIUM YEJo-
BeyecTBa, Oyner mo3aHo! OHM, KaK MUTh AaTh, MOTYT yIoTpe-
OuTh Halie Msico Ha BTopoe Onwao! O6xopel! Mano um mne-
IEPHOTO0 MeaBes!

— Ja mnomonuuTe XOTh ceiluac! — B OTUassHbU BCKPHK-
Hysa Myxa.

Bonocareie noau yxe BbICKAKMBAJIM Ha JEJHUK, U OHA
ciblllajia UX pbIYaHHE.

Betep 3acBucten B ymax Myxu. OHa ObICTPO CKOJIb3UJIA
0 CBOEMY CTapoMy CleJy U, OTJSHYBUIUCH €€ pa3, yBHJE-
na, 4yto BenumkaHOB cuibHO OTCTaér. Berep pas3ayBall IOJIBI
ero myObl, KOTOPYIO OH paccTerHyi, Jiéxa 3a cyrpobom, 4To-
OBl corpeTh €€, HO Tak W 3a0bim  3acTerHyTh. OT AuKapei,
MIUPOKO M U3SIIHO MPBITAIOMIUX MO CHEry, ero OTAeNsio He
O0onbuIe TPEXCOT METPOB.

— 3acternute myoOy! — kpukHyna Myxa, HO OH HE yc-
abiman e€. JleBouky oxBaTuia yxkac. Ho morna au oHa B Mu-
HYTY CMEPTEJIbHOW OMACHOCTHU OCTAaBUTh 0€3 MOMOIIH CBOETrO
cnyTHUKa? A Kak oHa Morja MOMoYb eMy — 00 3Tom Myxa
celyac He ayMmana. /[eBodyka paszBepHyJa JIBIXKU U 3aCKOJb-
3UJIa HaBCTpEe4Yy 4YacOBOMY MacTepy.

rMABA BOCbMAA,
B KOTOpPOW npoAonxakwTcAa npuknwoyeHua Myxu u
yacoBoro MmacTtepa

Ctano BonocaTeix ObicTpo mpubnmxkanock. Korma Myxa
nopaBHsJach ¢ BeawmkaHOBBIM, ITUKApsSM OCTaJl0Ch MpPOCKa-
KaTh MO cyrpo0aM OKOJIO cTa METPOB.

— 3acrteraure xe myOy! — 9T0o OBLIO CHII TpOKpHUUana
JN€BOYKAa W BIAPYT yBHUJENA, YTO YACOBOM MacTEp COBCEM HE




cobupaetcs Toponuthcs. OH cTosa cnmuHOM K Myxe, CIOKOM-
HO TJAA4s, KAK Ha HEr0 HAKaTbhIBAETCsA phlUamias opaBa JIO-
NeN-ypoI0B.

— berute! — pBImarOIMMUM TOJIOCOM CHOBAa KPHKHYJA
ona.— ToBapum Benukanos, Oerure!..
— bepern HepBHYyW cucremy, Myxa! — oTBeTHJI OH

TPOMKO, HE€ moBOpauuBas K Hed juna.— CTOW W HE 1IIEeBe-
JUCH!

Crano BonocaTsix ObLIO coBceM Onu3ko. OHa yXe CIbI-
majla uX LIYMHOE JIBIXaHUE, TO U JEJ0 MPEepbIBAEMOE I'pPO3-
HbIM pEBOM, M BHJEJa CTPAIIHbIC MMOJYyYEJOBEUECKUE JIUIa
C BBINYYECHHBIMU OECUBETHBIMU TJa3aMHU, HANOJHEHHBIMU
O0eccMBICIEHHON spocThio. CHEr BUXPUJIICA MOJ UX HOTaMH.

N TyT CcOBEpHIEHHO HEOXUJAHHO OHU OCTAHOBMIIHUCH,
CTaJKHUBAsCh APyl C APYTOM, U HOMATHUIHUCE.

— XKoxu!— ucnyranHo NpoBOMUJI OJAWH U3 HHUX.
— JXXku! — B maHMYECKOM YyKace NOBTOPHJIO BCE cTa-
no.— Koxn!

Jlukapu TOBEpPHYJIUCHh M TOOekanu Haszajm.

— Ara, o0Oxopsl, He no 3y0am mnpuméncs opemek! —
TOPKECTBYIOIIE 3aKpHUYal UM BCJIEJ 4YaCOBOU macTtep.— ATy,
nepxu ux! S Bam He memepHbM MenaBeab! AX, Bbl, Oecco-
BecTHbie Oocsiku! Oxa3bIBaeTcs, BaM HPaBUTCS «TPbI», a
«OKKU» BBl TEPHETh HE MOXeTe!

Yepe3 MUHYTY Ha JIEAHUKE HE OCTAJOCh HH OJHOTO JHU-



— Yewm BBl HCIyTaJM UX? — NEPEBOJS AbIXaHHE, CIPOCH-
na Myxa.— YTo Takoe «KxKu»?

OH moBepHyJICA K HEH W Moka3zald KapMaHHBIH (oHapuk.

— 4 3axxuran ¥ racui ero, Korja npuOIU3UIUCH 3BTHU
0ocsaku,— cka3al BenukanoB ycmexasich.— Kak s u nymai,
Oneck orHs npuB€n uUxX B coaporanue. OHU cMepTenabHO 00-
aTcs «okxu»! Hackonbko s MOHSAN HMX MY3bIKAJIbHBINA S3BIK,
«TPBI» — 3TO MENBENb, A <«KXHU» — OTOHb.

— Ho s yurTana, 4yTo MepBOOBITHBIE JIIOJU OYEHb LICHUIH
OrOHb,— BO3pasuna Myxa.

— Ho st0 xe emé nmonynwoau! — cka3zan oH.— IlepBo-
OBITHOE CTaJ0, XOTSI €ro U MPUHSATO HAa3bIBATh YEIOBEUYECCKUM.
[Tpona€r emé HEe MaJio THICAYEIETUN MPEXKIAE, YEM OHHU IPHU-
pydaT OTrOHb M 3aCTaBST €ro CHYXUTh celde H...

BenukaHoB He IOrOBOPHIJI, MOTOMY YTO JAJEKO-TAJEKO
3a cyrpo0aMu MeEJOJMYHO M 3BOHKO NMPOOUIM dYachl BEKOB:

— bo-0-oMMM...

U, c1oBHO MO B3Maxy BOJIIEOHOW TMalo4yku, BCE BOKPYT
BenukanoBa u Myxu 4yaecHO M3MEHUIOCh. OHU CTOSJIN YyXKe€
HE Ha JICITHUKE, a Ha MNPEJECTHOM 3€JEHOU JyKaWKe, KOTO-
pYyIO OMBIBaJla WIMPOKasi peKa C YUCTOW, MPOCBEUYUBAIOUIEH,
Oynto cTekisio, Bojoi. KEnTeIN nmecok yctuian eé 6epera, mo-
pocuive TaM M TYyT KaMbIIIOM M OCOKOW.

3a nyxailkoil BuaHescs ryctoi ynec, u Myxa 6e3 Tpyna
y3Hajla TaK XOpOIIO 3HAKOMBIE €l M MUJIbIe cepany Oepéssl,
OCHHBI, COCHBI U €JIH...







— Kyna wMbl momanu?— pagocTHO BCKpPHKHYJa OHAa,
cOpachiBasg JNbIKM U B30Hpasich Ha OOJBIION BalyH, KOTOPBIH
BBICOBBIBAJICS U3 TpaBbl, CIOBO KaMeHHbIH rpub.— Kakoii
3J1IeCh 3aMedaTeNIibHBIA BO31yx! A Kak 3/7€Ch MHOTO IIBETOB!
OT negHHKa HUYETro HE OCTaJoCh!

— Her octanock,— KayHyJ1 ToJJOBOM 4YacoOBOM Macrep,
CHUMAsi IIAaNKy U BBITUPAs BCIOTEBIIUN J100.

— Bp1 myrture! — paccmesnace Myxa.— 3xpech  Tax
Terio!

— MW Bcé-Taku ocTtanocs!

— I'ne?

— VY T1ebs moa HOTaMH...

— Ilon  Horamum?— Myxa caenana rpumacky.— Ja
BE/Ib 3TO XK€ KAMECHB!

— Hmenno!

— Yto o0miero Mexay JEIHUKOM M 3TUM KaMHEM, KOTO-
pBIA CTaJd COBCEM TOpSiYMM OT COJIHBIIIKA?

— A TBl MOCMOTPH, KaK 3TOT KaM€Hb BEJHKOJIEMHO OT-
mnaudosan! Hu oanoro Beictyna! Ero ga)e mpusTHO morja-
IUTH JTAJOHBIO...

— Hy u urto xe?

— DTO BallyH.

— 4 3Hamp.

— Tsl oueHb wmasio 3Haemb! — paccepAUICS YaCOBOU
mactep.— He comMHeBaroCh, 4YTO B IMIKOJE BaM OOBSICHSAIH,
KaK MOSBUJIMCH BaJlyHbl — M MaJE€HbKUE MU OTPOMHBIE, BEJIU-
YUHOU C JTOM.

Myxa cMyTuJIach.

— Jla, xaxerTcs, HaM paccka3biBaiu... Ho 310 ObLIO
OYEHb JIaBHO, KOTJa s y4YHJIaCh €II€ B YETBEPTOM KJlaccCe...

— JaBuo! Bcero roag Hazaa? A pa3Be Thl HE [JO0JI)KHa
BCIO M3Hb MOMHHUTH TO, YUTO CIbINIaja B IIKOJE?

— S, HaBepHO, OblJla TOTJa HEBHUMATEJIbHOU,— MpU3HA-
nace Myxa, B3abIxas.

— Omna OblIa HEBHUMATEJIbHOU! — TpoBOpYal 4YacoBOU
mactep.— W OenHbIe yuuTeNns TPaTAT Ha dTAKUX JEBUYOHOK U
MaJibuuiiek Bpems u cuibl! Tak 3Hall ke, HepaguBas IMIKOJb-
HHIA, YTO BaJyH, Ha KOTOPOM ThI ceiyac CTOUIIb, OTHIIU(O-
Bas JiegHWK! ToT camblii JIEAHUK, TJI€ HAC YYTh-4yTh HE CO-
Kpanau Bojocarsie!

— IlpaBunpHo!

— Emé Obl He nmpaBUIbHO!

— HHTepecHO, CKOJBKO JeT MOoTpeOOoBaloCh JEAHHKY,
4TOOBI TaK MAaCTEPCKH OTHOJUPOBATH 3TOT KaMEHb?

— Hy, Ha 3TOT BONpOC OTBETUTH TPYAHO,— IOXKAaJ IIE-
YyaMHd 4acoBOMl MacTep.— JIeTIHUKOBBIE 3MOXH JJIUJIUCH MHO-
rue TeicsueneTusi. M CKoAbKO UX OBIIO, 3TUX 3MO0X, HHUKTO
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TOYHO He 3HaeT. MoXxeT ObITh, IBE, @ MOXET OBITh, UETHIPE
WM J1a)Ke OATh... MeHsucs KJIuMaT Ha 3emiie, IMOCTENEHHO
HACTyHaJdW TOXOJIOJAaHUSA, A JIEAHUKU THICAYEKUIOMETPOBBHI-
MH S3bIKAMHU BBITSATHMBAJUCHh C CEBEpa MO HAIEMy NOJylla-
puto. Ilo omgHOMY TakoMy $3bIYKY MBI C TOOOW WU COBEPIIMIIH
Haly mporyiky... Oi!..— BAPYTr BCKPUKHYT OH, O€CIIOKOWHO
TepeOst Gopony.

— Uro cnyunnocs?— ucnyrainacb Myxa, npbeiras ¢ Kam-
Hs Ha TpaBy.

— S motepsin Ha IJEIHUKE CBOM dIEKTpUUecKui (oHa-
pUK.

— Tak oH, HaBepHO, BaiseTcs TrAe-HUOyAb B TpaBe,—
cKa3zalla OHa 03UpPasCh.

— Kakum o6pa3zom ¢poHapuk MOr okazaTbcsi B TpaBe?—
YacoBon MacTep MOCMOTpPEd Ha JE€BOYKY, UPOHUYECKHU VJIbI-
0asch.

— QOueHp npocto,— OecmeyHo ckazajna Myxa,— H3 Ba-
IIMX CJOB S MOHSJIA, YTO HAll JEAHUK OTCTYNHJI U pacTasi,
NOTOMY 4YTO Ha 3€MJ€ HAaCTyNMJIO HOBOE NOTENJIEeHHE. A eciu
Tak, TO (GoHApUK C pacTasBIIEr0 JIEJHUKA MOT CBaJHUTHCS
TOJBKO B TpPaBy.

— Jlo dero e Thl HecepbE3HOE cylecTBo, Myxa-myui-
ka! — B3goxHyn BenukanoB.— Kak Tbl gyMaelib, CKOJBKO
JeT MPOILIO ¢ TOW MHUHYTHI, KOTJla Mbl ObUIM Ha JEeIHUKE?
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— He 3naro...

— IloTemyieHue Tak €, Kak U MOXOJOJaHUE,— MPOIECC
BEChbMa U BEChbMa MPOMOJIKHUTEIbHBIA. S CUMTAIO, YTO MBI
c ToOOM KaTaJMCh Ha JIBIXKaAX MO JISAHUKY HE MEHEe, 4eM CTO
TBICAY JIeT Ha3an!

— Oro!

— A MoXxeT OBITh, U TOro OoJpme!

— Oro-ro!

— Ecau dorHapuk yman B CHEr CTO ThICSAY JI€T Hazajl, TO
YTO OT HEro OCTaaoCh?

— OH... popkaBeu... UCTIENT 3a 3TU TOJBbI.

— 3a atu r1oabl? Jla OH pacchimancs B Mpax €Imé JAeBs-
HOCTO JI€BATH THICSY JAEBSATHCOT JEBSIHOCTO JIET TOMY Hazan!
[TonpoOy#i Temepb pa3bICKaTh €ro OCTATKH!

— Kak cTtpanno! — BwipBanocs y Myxu.— Ho BBl maxe
HE yCHEeNH CHSATh JbIXKH cOo cBoux Hor! Toybko moaymath —
CTO ThICSAY JeT! A KaMeHHBIH BeK BCE emnié gqautcs’?

— Koneuno! KaMmeHHBIN BEK AJUJICA HE MEHEE MOJy-
MUJIJIMOHA JIEeT.

— HHTepecHOo, KaK BBITJISAIAT celyac aukapu?

— YBuauM... Ilocmymait, Myxa, Tbl HE 4yBCTBYEIIb 3a-
naxa rapu?

OHa moTsAHyJa HOCOM BO3IYX.

— UysctByw! Ilo-mMoemy, B mecy TOPUT KOCTED.

— Iloupném mnpoBepum... TOABKO S TPEIABAPUTEIBHO
OCBOOOXYCh OT JBIK U CHUMY IyOy. CTaHOBUTCS HECTEPIU-
MO Xapko!

BenukanoB cOpocun myOy Ha KaMeHb.

— D-3,— mporoBopuna Myxa,— Bbl IIOCTyIla€T€ He-
ocMoTpuTenbHo! 3aueM BBl ocTaBisfeTe 3aech Imyoy? Mbl
yiHaéM B Jec, a 4achl BEKOB CHOBA MPOOBIOT...

— W mos myOka, kak u ¢poHApUK, KaHET B Jyecy! —
ycMexHylica oH,— Thl mpaBa, yx jayuimie s He Oyny ¢ HeH
paccTaBaThCH.

YacoBoit macTep B3sJ IIy0y IMOJ MBIINIKY M, MOMaXuBas

YIIaHKOW, TBUHYJCA K JECY.

B TeHu pepeBbeB OBIIO NPOXJTATHO, OJHAKO JABUTATHCS
MEX HHMMH OKa3aJioCh JEJIOM CJOXHBIM. 3apoCiu CTapbIX
U MOJIOJBIX AE€PEBHEB OYEHb HANMOMHUHANU MyXe 3HAKOMBIE
er nmeca IlomgMOCKOBBSI, HO PTO OBIJI IE€BCTBEHHEIH Jec,
KOTOPBIA €IE HE CJIbIIIAJ BH3ra mNuibl U CTyka tomopa. Ha
Ka)XXJIOM Ilary JOopory mnperpa)xkjaaju yHnaBIIKe OT CTapOCTH
nepeBbs U OypenoM. K cuacTpio, mMyTHUKH OOHApPYKUIU TPO-
MUHKY, KOTOPYIO, JOJKHO OBITh, MPOJIOKHUIN KaKUE-TO KH-
BOTHBIE.

lappro maxyio Bc€ cuiIbHEE, U CKOPO OHM HaOpenau Ha
00nbIION yYacTOK BwITOpeBmero Jjeca. OOyriauBmuecs
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ACPCBbi BCE CH_Ié ABIMUJINCH, 4 B OAHOM MCCTC IIOJ CBAJIHUB-

WUMCS YEPHBIM CTBOJIOM NYTHUKH YBUJAECIH 3ANEKIIYIOCA TY-
my OJIEHEHKA.

— bennpii onemex! — ropadyo ckaszama Myxa.— Iloue-
My K€ OH He yOexan oT OTHs?
— He ycnen,— B3pnoxHyn Benukanos.— Iloxoxe, 4TO

B CTBOJI, MOJ KOTOPBIM OH JIE€XKHT, yaapuiia MOJHUA. Tak
U €CTh, 3arOPEBIIEECS JEPEBO PYXHYJIO U NPUIAABUIO OJECHEH-
Ka... Ho mocimymayi, Myxa, KaKk anmeTUTHO MaXHET )XKapPEHBIM
Msicom! He oTBenaTh Jim HaM 3TOr0 NPUTOTOBIEHHOTO CaMOU
OpUPONON KapKoro?

— Hwu 3a yro! — B3aporHyma oHa.— benHbll osemniek!

— Hamomunarwo Tebe, 4To mOCHEeAHMH pa3 MBI €JIH CTO
TBHICSY JIET Ha3zan! — paccMesiics 4acoOBOM MacTep.

— Hu 3a yto! — nmoBTopuna Myxa.— i ayudme ympy oT
roaona!

OnHako BenukaHOBY TOX€ HE yJAajloch OTBEAATh Xape-
HOM OJIEHUHBI, MOTOMY YTO TAE€-TO MHOCJBIMIAJINACH YEIOBEYE-
CKHE TO0JI0CAa, W NYTHUKH IOCHEIIMIN CKPBITHCA 3a TyCTBIM
OpemIHMKOM. Myxa BHJena U3 CBOET0 YKPBITHUS, KaK Ha IpO-
TUBOMOJIOXKHOW CTOPOHE BBITOPEBUIETO y4yacTKa 3alll€BEU-
JUCh KYCTBI M B YBSAUIEW OT HEAABHETrO IOXapa 3€JIeHU
MEJIbKHYJIHW ABa CMYTJBIX JIHIIA.

OTo ObLIM IOHOWIA M AeBylIka. HecmoTps Ha To, 4TO HX
TEMHO-PYChIE€ BOJOCHl HUKOTJAa HE 3HAJIU HOXHUIL, T'peOEHKHU
U MBblJIa, a CEpble IJla3a CMOTPENM Ha MOXKapHUIIE TUKOBATO-
HACTOPOKEHHO, JINIA IOHOIIN U JAEBYIIKH YE€M-TO YAHUBUTEIb-
Ho! pacmonaranu kK cebe. OHM make ObBIIM KpacuUBBI CBOCH
oco0oil rpyb6oBaToii kpacoToil. MyKeCTBEHHOE JHUI[O IOHOIIH
C PE3KMMH, YTJIOBATBHIMU YE€PTAaMHU NPUIIOPOIINI JETKHUU IIy-
oK mepBoil 6oponsl. UyTh BeIgaromuiics moadOpoOaOK Je-
BYIIKM MOJpAarvBai, a MOJHbIE, OYEHb KpPacHbIe TyObl mopa—
KEHHO NPUOTKpbUIMCHE. HOo B €€ rmazax OTYETIMBO CBETHUIICSH
crpax. BcenobOexnammuid cTpax MNEepBOOBITHOTO 4YeIOBEKa
nepea HEMOHATHOM © HemobOeaumo cuiol Benumkoro
OrHA, KOTOPbIH Tak OOJBHO KAJIUT U YHHUTOXAET BCE, UTO
NomajaaeTcss Ha €ro MmyTH.

IOHoOma 4To-TO KOPOTKO CKa3ajl AEBYIIKE M OOHAJI 3a
niaeud. OH SABHO XOTEJ NEPECUIHUTh €€ CTpax M CTYINHUTh BME-
CT€ C MOJAPYTrOM Ha BBIKKEHHYIO 3eMJII0. A MOXET ObITh, OH
caM 0opoJica ¢ COOCTBEHHBIM CTPaxoM, XKeljiasg MOoKa3aTh €
CBOIO OTYASIHHYK) CMEJOCTb.

OHa TrpoOMKO BCKpPHKHYJa, OTOpOCHIA €r0 PYKY U CKpBI-
Jach 3a KyCTOM.

IOHoma paccMessics W mo3Bal HOJAPYTY TOPTAHHBIM
okpukoM. OHa He moka3slBasachk. Torga oH OCTOPOXKHO pas-
NBUHYJ BETKM MW BblIIed H3-3a Kycrta. OgHako oTBara
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cpa3y ’Xe MOKHWHYyJIa IOHOIIY, KaK TOJbKO CTYMHHU €ro 00ChIX
HOT MOYYBCTBOBAJHU TEMJO 30Jibl. OH OCTAaHOBHUJICS B HEPEUIU-
TEJIBHOCTH, BBICOKMM W CTPOWHBIM, B IMOTEPTOU WIKype KaKo-
ro-To 3BEps, KOTOpas TOJbKO 0 KOJIEH 3aKpbiBaja €ro CHUlb-
Hble HOTM. Ha MyCKyIMCTBIX HKpax IHOMM TyCTO BHUJIHCH
30JI0TUCTBIE BOJIOCHI — OCTAaTKHU TMEpPBOOBITHOW mmepcTu. Ta-
KHE K€ BOJIOCHI MOKPBIBAJIM €r0 PYKH M T'PyJ.lb, HANOJIOBUHY
CKPBITYIO IIKYpOH 3BeEpH.

CHauana Myxe moka3anoch, YTO OH ONHUpAETCS Ha IO-
COX, HO MIPUCMOTPEBIINCH, A€BOYKA YBUJETA, YTO OH JEPKHUT
B pyke Tomop. OTTOYEHHBIM W THAAKO OTHLIM(GOBAHHBIA Ka-
MEHb OBLI HAKpPEMKO MNPUKPEIUIEH KOXAHBIMU PEMHSIMHU
K JUIMHHOMY JPEBKY — B TPEX MeCTax 3TU TyTrue, HCKYCHO
NeperieTEéHHbIE PEMHHU NPOHU3BIBAIM KaMEHb HAaCKBO3b.
Myxa HeBOJbHO MoJyMaya, Kak TPYAHO ObLIO IOHOWLIE MpO-
CBEPJUTH B TONOpPE TPU OTBEPCTHUA: BEAb €My NPHUIIIOCH Ka-
MEHb CBEPJUTh KaMHEM!

IOnomy mMyuunu comHeHusi. OH mAarHyja BHOEPEN U ONATH
OCTAHOBHUJICS, NPUNOAHSAB oAHY Hory. IlogparuBaromiue
najblbl 3TOW HOTM HETOPOIUIMBO MNPOIMIYNBIBAIHN TEIMIYIO
3071y: a BIApPYT TaMm npsdyercs oronb! Ho oronp mona 30J10i

YiKC 1morac, u OH, YCHOKoeHHBIfI, claenali €le HECKOJbKO Ia-
I'oB.

— D-0! — pe3ko KpHKHYJA OH, o0opauyuBasch K Ky-
cram,— 3-0!

Cpeaun yBsiameld 3€JIEHHW CHOBA MOSBUJIOCH AE€BUYbE JIUIO,
Ha KOTOPOM SICHO OTpa’)KaJiIuCh CMEUIAHHBIE YyBCTBa y’Kaca
U BOCXHUIIEHUS OecnpeebHON CMENOCThIO IOHOMU. Bepost-
HO, HU OJWH M3 3HAKOMBIX €d COMJIEMEHHUKOB HE IMOJXOIUJI
Tak OJM3KO K CAMOMY CTpPallHOMY M3 BCETO TOTO, YTO MOXHO
BCTPETUTHh B JKU3HHU.

— UYooc! — TMX0 W NPOHUKHOBEHHO CKa3al HHOIIA,
yIeI0asich € U MpogoJixKas BOPOMUTH 301y OOCOW HOTOM.

KTo 3Haer, 4TO 03HA4anx0 3TO CTPAHHOE CIOBO «40OCH?
MoxeT ObITh, IOHOIIA XOTEJ COOOMMUTHh MNOAPYTe, KaK MSATOK
U NPUIATEH HA OLIYIb CEPBIM MYMMUCTHIA MOPOIIOK, COTBOPEH-
HbId OTHEM, M KAaKO€ JIACKOBOE€ TEIIO Pa3JIMBAETCSA IO TEIy
OT CONMPUKOCHOBEHHUS ¢ HHUM? JleBymika TOXe yJIBIOHYIAcCh,
nepecusiuB cTpax. Ho e€ mpuoOTKpBIThIE KpacHble T'yObl BCE
€ll€ B3BOJHOBAHHO MOJApPAaruBalu.

O6onpéunpli €€ ynplOKO#, OH MIEN MO BBUDKKCHHOHN 3eM-
J€ MEAJEHHO U HAaCTOPOXKEHHO, 3aTAWB JbIXaHUE, KAK XOIST
B HAllW JHHU MaJbYHMIIKH IO MEPBOMY JbAY Ha peuke. BHe-
3allHO IOHOIIA B3APOTHYJ M 3aMEP Ha MECTE: OH yBHAEN IIO-
rubiiero B OTHE OJIeHEHKAa. BoT OHO, J0Ka3aTelIbCTBO TOTO,

KaK KOBapHO MpUsITHOE Temyio nmoja Horamu! Benukuit OroHb
HECET CMEPTh BCEMY JKHUBOMY!



On monstuincs. Ho, BuaHO, XedaHUE y3HATh HEBEJAOMOE
Ha 3TOT pa3 nmobeauno B HEM cTpax. UTO creliall OTOHb C OJie-
HEHKOM?

OHoma npoTsgHysn Bunepén Tonop M paszpe3aj KaMEHHBIM
ocTpuém oOyriuBmytocs mkypy. OHa Jerko OTBaduiach OT
3alle4€HHOro Msca, HaJ KOTOPbIM IMOJHUMAJCS TOHKHUH apo-
MaTHBIW Map.

OHoma mnoTsHyn HOcoM BoO3AyX. HenmpuBbIUHBIN 3amax,
OOJ)KHO OBITh, U OTTAJKHBAJl M IMOYEMY-TO JIPa3HUI OOOHA-
Hue. IOHoma Ope3riimBO MOMOPINMIICS: OH 3HAJ BKYC KPOBU
U CBIPOTO Msica, 3HAJl BKYC CBIPBIX KOPEHBEB M Sr0Jl, HO HH-
KOTJla Y HEro BO pPTy He ObIJIO HHUYEro TOro, K 4yeMmy IpHukKa-
caincsa oroub. M BcE-Taku NETKUM apoMaT M3KApEHHOIO Msca
YEeM-TO NPUBIIEKAI €rO0.

— Jla mompoOyii xe ero, aypeHn! — ycawsimana Myxa
meénoT 4acoBoro Macrtepa.— (Cwmenee, MOJIOAOW 4YelIOBEK!
YecTHOE CIIOBO, KApPEHBIM OJIEHEHOK KyJAa INPUATHEH, 4YeM
Kakas-HuOyAb JUJIMHHOXBOCTas Kpbica, KOTOPYIO BBI, He-
00Cb, HE pa3 MOXKHUpPaAJIH MNPSIMO C WIEPCTHIO, Korjga ObIBalu
TOJOIHBI!

— Tume! — ¢ Monpb0il mnpomenrtana Myxa.— Onsiarte
BBl 3aTapaTOpPHUJIU, KaK MyJeMeET!..

IOHoma HakmoOHHUICA HaJ OJEHEHKOM, BBIHYJ OTKYyJa-TO
U3 CBOEro HapsjJa KaMEHHBI HOX W OTpe3al JOBOJIBHO
00NBIION KYCOK JKapeHOro Msca.

— Ouenp  xopomo! — 3amenrtan Benukanos.— Poc-
komHoe ¢une! Takoe mogaayT He B Kaxaom pectopane! Te-
nepb OTBENANTE €ro Ha BKYC, MOJIOAOW YEJIOBEK, U Mbl ¢ My-
XOH CTaHEM CBUJAETENSIMHU, KaK B JKM3HU IMEPBOOBITHOIO 4Ye-
noBeka HayHETCS HoBasg spa! Opa orusa! U3 Bpara oross
IpeBpaTuiicid B Balllero BEYHOro apyra!

Onoma nmoaHéc Msco K HOCY.

— IOx! IOx! — umcnyranHo 3akpuyana JeBYyIIKa, 4TO,
HaBEpHO, O3HAa4YaJlo — «HENb3s, Heuab3si». Ho Obl1o yxe
NO3/IHO: IOHOIIA KeBall kapeHoe Msco!

CkolbKO 4YyBCTB OTpPa3uioCh Ha €ro JUKOBATOM JjuIlle!
JIt060nBITCTBO, OpEe3rIMBOCTh, CTpPax M, HAKOHEN, YJIOBOJb-
CTBUE, KOTOpPOE €My JOCTaBjsja HOBas MUILA.

JleBymka cMOTpeJia Ha HEro MUPOKO OTKPBITHIMU HEMO-
OBHKHBIMU TJa3aMH.

OHoma npoxxeBana ¥ NPOTIOTHA MSICO, KOMUYECKU BBITS-
ruBag wmerw. Ha ero nune 6nyxnaana yiasioka. OH onsTh NOJ-
HSAJ KO PTY KYCOK OJIEHMHBI M yXe Oosblie He onyckail. OH
3BYYHO YaBKaJ M MOcCambiBajJ OT HaclaXJIeHH, KUp Oynecten
Ha €ro IeKax W KOH4YuMKe Hoca. OH chaenan MOCIEAHHUH TIJo0-
TOK U BOCTOPKEHHO HpPOKpHUYal:

— Yooc! Yooc!
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Ot BO30yXJ€HUS IOHOMIA TPUTAHIIOBBIBAJN, TMPHU3bIBAs
CBOIO TOAPYry OTBENATh XAapeHOW oJyieHMHbl. OHa He mua,
UCIyraHHO MOKa4yHWBas TOJIOBOM.

— Haii mapoc tory! — y06exnaromuM TOHOM cKa3all OH
U yKa3aJ pyKod Ha BOCTOK. B03MOXHO, rae-HuOyap Tajieko
B TOM CTOpOHE OOHMTAJIO MJIeMs, KOTOpoe yke nmpupyuuio Be-
aukuit OTOHB M 3aCTaBUJIO CAYXUTh cebe. W BO3MOXKHO,
JIOAA W3 OTOr0 IJIEMEHH PACCKa3blBAJIM O TOM, KakK XOpOUIIO
OTOHb COTpPEBAET HUX B XOJIOJ, OXpaHsAEeT OT OoJie3HEH U Jne-
JJaeT NMUINY 3J0pPOBOM M BKyCHOM. Ho TeMm mrwoasM, HaBEpHO,
HE BEPUJIM, CYHTas UX OECCOBECTHBIMHM XBacTyHaMu. A ce-
rofHs OHOMA yOenuJCcs, 4TO OHM TOBOPUIH MPABAY...

— Hai mapoc TOry,— 3Ha4HUTEIBHO IOBTOPHUJI OH, OT-
pe3as emeé ONMH KYCOK OJIEHHHBI. J[epXa MSICO B BBITSIHYTOU
pPYKe M MATKO CTyIlas IO 30Jie, FOHOIIA MEN K CBOCH MOApYyTe.
A oOHa 3amepia Ha MecTe, HE CBOJAA IJla3 C OJEHUHBI, IBIMS-
nieiics Ha ero JaJlOHHU.

— AM,— J1acKOBO CKa3ajJ OH, NPOTITruBas €u MsCo.

HleBymka poOko B3siia MsCO.

— AM,— CHOBa cka3zall OoH nojbajapuBalolie.

Ona otkycuna HeOouabpmoil kycodyek. FOHoma BeIXkUAA-
TEJIBHO CMOTpEJ, KaK OHa, IepecTaB AblIaTh, XKYET MIACO.

— UYooc! — mporoBopuiia JaeByniKa HEXHBIM TOpPTaH-
HBIM TOJIOCOM, TyOOKO B3AbIXas M yJIbIOAsCh.

N B Ty Xe MHUHYTY JaJeKoO-TalIeKo pa3aajcs MeJIoaud-
HBI 3BOH:

— bo-o0-omMmM...

MABA [EBATAA,
B kotopoun Myxa M 4acoBod MmacTep cnacawT OT
CMepTU Manby4yuMKa u BO3BpallalOTCA AOMOM

Tak ke, Kak ¥ B MepBbIA pa3, Korjga NpoOUIIM 4yachl Be-
KOB, BCE BOKpYr Myxu m BennkaHoBa U3MEHUIOCH B OJHO
MrHoBeHue. [Ipexae BCero OHM MOYYBCTBOBAJIM OYEHb CHUJIIb-
HBbII, cOMBaromui ¢ HOT XoJoAHbIH BeTep. [loTrom Myxa yBu-
Jeaa Tojblii OCEHHUM Jiec, O€leHO pacKauuBalOUIUNCA IMOA
BETPOM, U yCIJIblIIajla TATOCTHBIM BOW yparaHa. Huskue knou-
KOBaThle 00Jlaka TIpA3HO-CEPOTO I[BETAa, CIOBHO TEHHU, HEC-
JUCh HaJ pEeBYIMMH U CBUCTALUIUMHU JepeBbsamMu. U, kasa-
JOCh, YTO BCE KPYrOM JETHUT KyJda-TO B HEPOBHOM, JApOXKa-
IEM CBETe.

Ily6a BeIpBajiack U3 pyk BenukanoBa u, xJjiomas mnoJja-
MH, 3amopxaljia Haja moxenreBueil TpaBoil. OH moOexan 3a
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my06oil, ¢ TpyaoM yAep>KHUBasch Ha HOTax, ymaj, MOJHSJICS
U cHOBa ymajn. Myxa Opocuiiach €My Ha MOMOIIb, HO BETEP
CBaJMJI €€ W mokaTtuia no 3emyue. OHa Hemasiach MNajblaMu
3a TpaBy, CWJISICh 3aJ€pP)KAaThbCid HAa MECTE, HO TpaBa BBIPHI-
BaJIaCh BMECTE C KOPHSIMHU.

Myxa Oe3ycnemHo npoboBana KpudaTh, BETEep IIOTHOM,
TYyro maccoii BpbiBajcs B Jnérkue. OHa KaTuiaach C 3aKpbI-
TBIMU TJIa3aMU HEU3BECTHO Kyjaa, OecmoMouiHas u obeccu-
J€HHas yparaHoM.

Hakonen e€ mpu)ajigo K KaKOMY-TO 00JIeTEeBIIEMY KYCTY.
PBymuecs u3 CTOpPOHBI B CTOPOHY BETKH OOJIBHO XJIECTHYJIHU
Myxy no meke. OHa OTKpbLJa rjia3a U yBHUJEJNAa B OTJaJ€HUU
4acoOBOI'0 MacTepa, KOTOPBIM, CTOSA HAa KOJIEHSAX, IBITAJICS OTO-
IpaTh CBOIO IyOy oT OemocTBONbHON Oepé3nl. [lonmbl mryObI
TakK MJIOTHO OOXBaTUIM AEpeBO, OYIATO NPHUIHUILIIN K HEMY.
B koHue koHUOB BennkaHoBy yaanoch CTSHYTh 1IyO0y Ha
TpaBy, U OH PBIBKOM Opocuiics Ha He€, Kak 3Bepb Opocaercs
Ha 100b1yy. OTABIIABIIMCHE U NPOJOJIKAA JiexkKaTh Ha myoe,
BenukaHOB KakMM-TO CJIOKHBIM CIIOCOOOM MPOCYHYJ PYKH
B pPyKaBa, 3aCTETrHYJl MYTOBUIBI U CEIl.

OH otpwickan rnazamMmu Myxy u nomanun e€ k cebe. OHa
HE pellajlaCh OCTABUTH CIIACUTEIbHBIM KYyCT, HO OH 3Ball €€
CHOBA M CHOBA.

Myxa momoJi3ia mo TpaBe W Ha 3TOT pa3 goOpanach A0
4acoBOro Mactepa 06e3 BCIKuUX ociioxHeHu. Eil mokasanocs,
4YTO BETEp Hauyal ociabeBaTh.

— S BHXYy 3a IepeBbSIMHU KakKue-TO CKaJibl,— MPOKpH-
yai B €€ yxo BenumkaHoOB,— TaM MbI YKpOE€MCs OT yparasa...

OnHako yKpBITBCS B CKaJlax OT yparaHa UM HE MNpHUII-
aock. Kak TONBKO OHM MHHOBAJIM JIECHBIE 3apOCIIH, BETEP
HaJIETEJ HAa HUX C HOBOW CHUJIOW M IMOBAJIMUJ C HOT.

« ycrama u xo4yy 1OMON»,— XOTejla KpUKHYTh Myxa ya-
COBOMY MAacCTepy, HO OH NpeAynpenus €€, nenas OTHasiHHBIC
3HaKu, 4YTOOBI OHa MoJjyaJa.

Tonpko Temepb Myxa moHsNa, YTO Tak OOECHOKOUIIO
€ero,— B TPUALATHU-COPOKAa METpax OT HUX NPSAMO Ha TpaBe
CHUIENU JIOIU, ONEThle B MOXHaTble MMKYypbl. ClieBa OT 3TUX
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JOJEW TOJHUMAJIaCh yrproMmas, TEMHas CKajga C Iemepoun
BHU3Y. OT MOJHOXKbS CKaJibl K HEOYy B3JIBIMAJIUCh, TAKKO
packKkadyuBasich, CTapbie, TOJCTHIE JEPEBbA.

Bce ntoau — ux ObIJIO HE MEHBIIE MITUAECATH — CHICIHU
cnuHOW K Myxe u BennkaHOBY, W MO3TOMY IOSBICHUE IBYX
HE3HAaKOMIIEB OCTaJ0OCh He3aMedyeHHbIM. K ToMy k€ uX BHU-
MaHHE IEJIUKOM 3aHMUMAaJ0 HEYTO YpEe3BbIUallHO BaxHoe. OHU
CUJEJIN, HE WEBEIACH, 3aIIPOKUHYB T'OJIOBBl U TASAAS KyAa-To
BBEPX.

CuHauvana Myxe moka3ajlioch, YTO OHM pPa3rAsAbIBAIOT
CKBO3b CILUIETEHHE OCCHYIOIMXCS BETOK HU3KO JeTsIue 00-
naka. IlotomM oHa yciblajla MNPOH3UTEIbHOE, XBaTAKIIEE
3a Cepllue CKpPHUIIEHHE W IOHsJA, YTO TaK 3aBOPOKHUIO ITUX
JIOJIEA B MOXHATBIX HIKypax.

Jlo yparana wium BO BpeMsS yparaHa C BEPIIMHBI CKajbl
cBaimuiach TsKEmas KaMeHHas Tlbl0a MU TECHO TpuXKaia
CTBOJI Oepé3bl K IPyroMy TakoMy >Ke CTBOJYy. YparaH MOII-
HO pacKauyuBall JEepeBbsi, U IMOAITOMY CTBOJ OecHpepbIBHO
TEpCs O CTBOJ, M3AaBas pe3kuil ckpun. M ot Toro mecra, rae
CTBOJIBI CONPHUKACAIUCH, C KaXJbIM MOPHIBOM yparaHa B BO3-
OyX B3JIETaJl CUHUM JABIMOK, MOJHUEHOCHO YHOCHUMBIM BET-
poM. A Kak TOJIbKO MOSBJAJICS ABIMOK, CHASIINE JIOOH XO-

pOM, CIOBHO MO KOMAaHJE€, PaJlOCTHO BCKPUKHUBAJMU:

— XXo-o!

HYacosou wMacrtep noxaépran Myxy 3a pyKy U OTIIOJI3 Ha-
3an, 3a kycT. OHa mocienoBalia ero npuMmepy, 1 BenukaHoB
NPOKpHUYAT CKBO3b IIyM BeETpa:

— OJt1o mnopasurenbHo, Myxa! Msl BHUAMM, Kak cama
KHU3Hb YYUT HANIUX NAJIEKUX TPEIKOB MOOBIBATH OTOHB!







— A OHM yXe€ JaBHO NOJB3YKOTCA OTrHEM?— KpUKHYJaA
JNEBOYKA.

— Koneuno!

— OmnAaTre DpouIo CTO THICAY JIET?

— He 3na10... MoxeT ObITh, NATHAECAT THICSY...

— U 3a naThAECAT THICAY JIET OHU HE CMOTJM HAYUYUTHCS
N00BIBATH OTOHB?

YacoBoll MacTep CKJIOHHICS K €€ yXy, 3aCIOHSS pOT ja-
JOHSIMH.

— Tsl godxHAa TMOMHHUTH, YTO B KaMEHHOM Beke o0pa3
KHU3HU JIIOJIEW HE MEHSJCA MHOTHE ThicsueneTus!.. DTO TOb-
KO B Hame BpeMs IMpH PACUBETE HAYKUM U LHUBUIHU3ALUU
BCSIKME M300pETEHUS CHIUIOTCS Ha YEJIO0BEYECTBO, KaK Tpal...
A nms noged  KaMeHHOro Beka HalTH crmoco0 Jo00bBIBaTh
OTOHb OBLIO OOJIBIIUM COOBITMEM, YE€M JJii Hac OTKPBITHE
aToMHOU »sHeprumu! TricaueneTusi, OECKOHEUYHBIE ThICAUEIIE-
TUS JIOAA HE TFacuJid B CBOUX Memepax KocTpol! bimMsAminii-
Csd KOCTEpP MEPEXOIMUII B HACIEACTBO OT MOKOJEHUSA K IMOKOJIEe-
HUIO... A ecium oH yracan—»3To Obuio O6eactBuem! Hago
OBLJIO KJaTh, KOTJA MOJHHUS MOJOXXKET JieC, WIM MOXUTHUTH
OrOHb y Apyroro miemeHu. HM3-3a ropsmed rojoBEmKHU Ipo-
UCXOAUIU KPOBONPOJUTHBIE BOWHBI!

— Ho 310 %€ yxacHo! — xpuknysna Myxa.

— Y10 mojaenaels...

— bennsie npenku!

— S He cka3zan Obl DTOr0. BcmoMHH, Kak 3HAKOMEIE TeOe
IOHOIIA U JEBYIIKA JIAKOMUJIUCH )KapeHOU oneHuHou. I[lo-mo-
€My, OHM OBLIM CYACTJIHBHI!

— Bcé paBHO HamuM mpeakKaMm XHUJIO0Ch OYE€Hb TPYAHO!..

— Kak Ttonpko Ha 3eMiie MOSBUIMCH JIOJIU, OHU BCETAA
CTPEMHUIIUCHh YCTPOUTh CBOIO XHU3Hb MOJydlle. DTO TaK U Ha-
3pIBaeTcsd — mnporpecc! MHoraa mpaBUIIbHBIE PELICHUS IIO-
IsM TOJACKa3bIBall pa3yMm: TakK, HaBEpHO, Obla HpUAyMaHa
Tényas OxeXJaa M3 3BEpUHBIX WIKYyp. B npyrou pa3, Kak Ha-
NpUMEp cendac, JIJAe yduia ciaydard. MoXelmb HE COMHE-
BaThCsl, OHU MOMUMYT CEroJHs, 4YTO OTOHb MOYXHO J0OBIBATH
npu nomomu TpeHud... Ho moroam, Myxa, Berep yTHUXaeT,
u g 00I0Ch, UTO CTBOJIBI JAE€PEBBEB YK€ HE 3aropstTcd... Tak
U €CTh, BCE ATH JIIOJU B POCKOUIHBIX ME€XaX BBITIAAAAT OUYECHb
pa3zodyapoBaHHbBIMHU... HO 3TO HE CTOJIb BaXXHO, OHU YyXKE€ IO-
Jy4YUJIN HEOoOXOIUMBIM Yypok!

— Onu OynyT n100BIBAaTh OrOHB?

— OO0sa3arensrHo! A denmoBek, nmoOwIBaromuii Benukunii
Oroup, caM CTAHOBHUTCS BE€ITUKHUM! — TOPKECTBEHHO TIO-
BOpUJI 4yacoBOW Mactep.— YenoBek Oonbmie He OyaeT mpu-
BsizaH K koctpy! OH OyneT mepeaBUTaThbCs IO 3e€MJie, UCKATh
HOBOe u TBOpuTh! Jla, ma, TBOopuTh, noporas Myxa! O=H
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3aKaJHUT B OTHE KaAMHHM W METaJJbl, HAYUYUTCS A€IaTh MOCYAY
U BEJIMKOJIENIHbIE opyaus Tpyna! OH HayduTcs CTpPOUTH
kupnuyHeie 3naHusa! Ero tpyn craHer TBopueckuM! B KOH-
1€ KOHLIOB, NPOWASA 4Yepe3 THICAYU HCIBITAHUU, OH HOCTPOUT
Takoe 00lecTBO, B KOTOPOM CTaHET BO3MOXHBIM HEpPBBIN
non€r B kocmoc! OroHp —»3TO Hayallo LHUBUIM3ALUU!

— Bp1 oueHb kpacuBo rosopure! — ckazanma Myxa.
— IloTomMy dYTO KpacuBa XH3Hb YEJIOBEKa, MHUIEHIIANA
Myxa-mymka! — ¢ Kapom nporosopuil  BenukaHOB.—

N xpacuBoii e€ memaet Tonbpko Tpya! Tepmers He Mory 0e3-
NEIHLHUKOB!

Mexny TeM yparaH COBCEM 3aTHUX, U CKBO3b Ty4YH NpO-
pBalics SAPKUM MOTOK COJHEYHBIX Nydel. OH 3a1uy BEeCENbIM
CBETOM IIOJISIHY, XYXJYK TPaBy U JIIOJAE€H B MEXOBBIX OJEXK-
nax, KOTOpbIE 0 4YEM-TO TPOMKO CHOPHUJIM y BXOJa B MeELIEPY.
Kockie 15yum CKOJB3HYJIM B CyMpak MEIEepbl, OCBETHIH €&
CTEHy, MHCHEU[PEHHYI0 PUCYHKAMHU KaKHUX-TO XUBOTHBIX, U
yHajau Ha CEepPyr, XOJOIHYIO 30Jy KOCTpa.

Myxa B3ApOTHyIa.

— Kaxercda, B nmemepe morac Koctép!

— AX, Kakoe HecuacTbe! — c¥KajJd el pyKy 4yacoBOill Mma-
crep.— Het, Thl nmaxe He mpexactaBisemb cedbe, Myxa, Ka-
KOE€ HeCcyacTbe MOCTUIJO 3TUX JroAeu! Tak BOT mouyemMy OHH




TakK )XaJHO CMOTpENM Ha 3aabiMuBIIHEcd cTBOJbI! Ho u Tawm,
yBBI, HEyJaua...

VY BXxona B memepy KTO-TO TPOMKO BOCKJIHMKHYII:

— Ila!

Bce mouTUTENPHO paCCTyNUIUCh U YMOJKIHU. M3 memeps
MEJIEHHO BBIIEN CTapHK.

[To obeum cTOpoHaM €ro MOPIIMHUCTOTO JIMI]a CBHUCAIH
JUIMHHBIE cenble Bosiockl. CTapHuK caeial HECKOJbKO IIaros
U OCTAaHOBHJCH.

— Hackonbko g mOHUMAaK, Mbl BUIUM MPEIBOJAUTENS
BCEX ATUX JIKOJEU,— 3aUHTEPECOBAHHO Imporosopun Bemnu-
kaHoB.— llocmoTrpum, uto pemwut stoT Ila...

Crapuk 4TO-TO CHPOCHUJI CUIJIOBATHIM, ApeOe3kKaluM To-
aocoM. Momnonoil BOUH ¢ OOJBIIUM TYTHM JYKOM Ha Tjede
U KOJIYaHOM CTpell y mosica marnyia HaBcTpeuy I[la u ObIcTpoO
3aropopuii. bbII0O 3aME€THO, 4YTO €My HE XBaTaeT CJOB, OH
4acTO MOBTOPSII OAHU MU T€ K€ 3BYKH U AJs Oosbuieid yoemu-
TEJIbHOCTU KPUBJSJICS U momoral cebe pykamu. OH Tak pa3s-
MaxuBall uMH nepen aunoMm Ila, To u meno yka3piBas Ha
CTBOJIBI J€PEBBEB, YTO MyXxa HEBOJBHO YXMBIJIbHYIACH.

— K coxaneHuro, ¢ NoMompbpl pyK OOBICHAIOTCS emé
M B HAallM JHU HEKOTOpBIE JIIOAHM,— CKa3aJ 4YacoBOU Ma-
cTep.— YIUBHUTENbHAs AMUKAapcKas NPUBbIYUKA, JolIenmas 10
HAac CKBO3b ThicaueseTusa! 3amMeTh, 4TO OH 0OJTaeT U pasma-
XHMBAET PYKaMM YK€ JECATh MUHYT, 4 MEXAY T€M BCE MOXKHO
OOBSICHUTH HECKOJBKUMHU CJIOBAMHU: CTBOJIBl JI€pPEBHEB HE 3a-
rOpeNunchH!

Crapsiii Ila ToOnpKO OAWH pa3 B3IJIAHYJ HA CTBOJBI. A KO-
rja BOMH YMOJIK, 3aTOBOPHUJ OH CaM, TOYHO TaK K€ JBUTasd
pyKamMu ¥ KpHUBS MOPUIMHUCTOE JIMIO. YeM HO0JIbIIE TOBOPUI
CTapHK, Thl4Ya PYKOH TO B MOTYXIIUH KOCTEP, TO B HE3arOpPEB™
IIMECs] CTBOJBI HaJ CBOEH TOJOBOW, TeM OOJbIIe KpacHEIo
€ro MOPUIMHHUCTOE JHUIO U TEM 3JI€€ W UCCTYIJIEHHEE 3ByUall
ero ape6es3xamuii ronoc. Ilox xonen Ila Havyanm BH3XKaTh
U TONAaTh HOTAMH.
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— Komy-to npungércs  mioxo,— B3J0XHYJA Benunka-
HOB,—CTapHUK, BUJAUMO, Pa3bsICHUI CBOUM JIIOJISIM, KOTO Clie-
ayeT Haka3aTb. HaBepHO, KOCTpOBOH 3acCHYJ, KOrja OHH
ObLIM HA OXOTE, U HE MOJJIOXKHUI B KOCTEp XBopocTa... Bcé
SCHO: BHUHOBHHUKA JI0 CHUX MOp IMMAaAUIH, Hajaesich, 4yTo Jyx
Or"si MOKPOBUTEIBCTBYET €My U XOYET 3a)K€Ub CTBOJIBI JIBYX
aTUX Oepés.

— Ho Beap CTBOJIBI HE 3aropeiuch MOTOMY, UYTO YTHUX
yparan! — cka3ana Myxa.

— Takue TOHKOCTH HENOHSATHHI B 3ToM oOmiectBe! Pas
HE 3aropennch, 3HaYUT [JJyx Orus oTkaszajncs MNOKPOBUTEIb-
CTBOBaTh KOCTPOBOMY!

— BBl gymaere, ero HakaxyT?

— Co Bcell CTPOrocThi0 MEPBOOBITHBIX 3aKOHOB!

— A 4To0 emy caenaioT?

— He 3Harw... [Ja BOT BOJOKYT MU €CaMOT0 KOCTPOBOTO...
Oro! Tsl mocMOTpPHU, KakK 3TOTO OEAHATY CKPYTHIH PEMHSIMH!

— Ho on xe coBcem Mallbuuk! — BCKpuUKHyJla Myxa.

— Jla, moxanyu, emy JIeT NATHaAUaTh... J I KaMEHHO-
ro BeKa, KCTaTU CKa3aTh, BO3PACT BIOJHE AOCTATOUYHBIM, 4TO-
Obl OTBE€YATh 3a CBOU MPOCTYIKH...

— On croHer!

— Emé 651! Thl BUAMIIG, KAK PEMHH BIUJIHNCH B €ro Py-
KU U HOTHU?

1

— 4 e Mory cmoTpeTh Ha 31O, TOBapuu Benukanos!

— MeHs camoro nmogupaeT Mopo3 1o koxe, Myxa! Benb
3TOT IOHEIl YK€ 4YeJOBEK, a He 4eloBekooOpa3zHas obOe3bsHa!
Korga Te1 Opocanack Ha moMoIlb 00€3bsiHE, PUCKYS KU3HbIO,
1 He oueHb nmoHuman Teds... Ho ceiluac mepen HamMu 4 e o -
BEK!

— Emy nHanmo nmomous, ToBapuny BennkaHoB!

— Hano, #vo kak? boroch, 4TO... 00I0CH, YTO HAUIU MHU-
Jble MpeaKu coOuparoTcs NPUHECTH ero B xkepTBY Jyxy
Orus!

Myxa oxamenena. OHa He Morjia IBUHYTb HH OJHUM
nanbieM. CKkBO3b CTPAHHBIM TyMaH, 3a€PHYBIIMU €€ riasa,
OHa BHJeNa, Kak crapuk [la mHyn Horoil OpoONIEHHOrO Ha
3eMJII0 MaJIbYMKa U B35J U3 PYK KaKOro-TO BOMHA KaMEHHBIN
TOIIOP.

— AX, s, cTapblii 1ypeHb! — BIpPYr cKa3all 4acOBOM Ma-
crep.— S motepsn anekrpuueckuit pouapuk... Ho s He more-
psn ceou cnuuku! Llensid kopoOok cnuyex!

B 5T0 Bpemsa miemMs HajcagHO 3aTSAHYJIO KakKyr-TO Iec-
HIO, a cTapeii Ila mMOAHAN Hajg MaJbYUKOM TOMOP.

— OcranoBucse, Ila! — rpomoBeiM Oacom 3akpuuan Be-
JUKAHOB, BBIXOAS M3-3a KycTta.— OcTaHoBUCH, HHaue J[yx
Orus mokapaetr Tebs camoro!




Brickonbp3HyBIIas cieaoM 3a BenankaHoBBIM Myxa sICHO
yBHUJEJNA, YTO BCE JIOJAM B MEXOBBIX OJ€XKJaX MIApaxHYJIUCh
B CTOpPOHY.

OHu ce#yac Xe ONpaBUJKWCh W B3METHYJIM CBOU JIYKH,
TOMOPBI M JAPOTUKHU, UYTOOBI TMOPA3UTh JABYX YAUBUTEILHBIX
HU3KOPOCHBIX He3HakoMmieB. OAHAKO OHM HE YyCIHEJIH 3TOro
caenaTth, TaK Kak B pyKaxX 4acOBOTO MacTepa CBEPKHYJI OTO-
HEK 3aX)KEHHOM CIIHUYKH.

N »sTOoT KpomedHBIH OTOHEK TOpa3uJ HUX OO0JbIIE, YeM
MOT ObI TTOPAa3HWTh MPUCTABJICHHBIA K CepAlly HOX.

— Xxo0! — 3aBONMIN OHU B OJUH TOJOC.

Jlionn B MEXOBBIX OJieKJIax Opocaiau OpyXKHE Ha 3eMIIO.
OHu majganv Ha KOJEHU W NMOJHHMAJIHU PYKH C PACTONBIPEH-
HBIMU IaJbllaMUd HaJ CBOMMH TOJIOBAMH, IMOKa3bIBas, UYTO
B MX pyKax OoJIbIlle HET HUKAKOTO OPYXKHS.

— He Hazxo Tak BOJIHOBaThCs, TrpaxjgaHe! — ToBOpuUI
BenukanoB, moaxoas K CBSI3aHHOMY MaJb4UKy M MPOJOJIKAA



3a)kurath cnuuku.— [IpaBo ke, Bamemy IUJIEMEHH HHUYEro
HE YyIpoXaeT, MOTOMY YTO Mbl NMPUILIU U3 TAKOTO IMJIEMEHH,
rae yOHMHCTBO 4Ye€JIOBEKAa CUMTAETCS CaMbiM MEpP3KUM Mpe-
crymienuem! Bpl He monumaere MeHs? Hy uto X, 1 Ha Bac
He B oOupae... Ckaxy Bam OoJiplue: s ObUT YBEpPEH, UTO BBl HE
noiiMére MeHdA... A TOBOpPIO s BaM BCE 3TO JJsI TOTO, YTOOBI
MHe camoMmy He Oblno ctpamHo! Korma paboTaetr sf3bIK, Kak-

TO CIIOKOWHee Ha aymie!

— Hano pasBsA3aTe MalbpunMKa,— 3aMKasCh, CKas3aja
Myxa.— OH Tak 3aKpydeH, 4YTO TYyT U B Toj He pa3zoOpaThcs!

— Ila! — rpo3HbiM 0OacoMm psABKHYJ 4YacoBOM MacTep.

Crapsii Ila Ha koneHsx poOpancsa no Benukanosa. Jlu-
no Ila OblIO TakuM >xe OedbIM, KaK U ero HeudécaHble CceJble
BOJIOCBHI.

OcMmeneBmuil BenukaHOB, KPHUBISASACh U KECTUKYIHUPYS,
KaK JAUKaph, Jajl €My MOHITh, YTO Malb4YUK JOJKEH OBITh
ocBoO0xaAEH. [la pa3Bs3anm ero 3a HECKOJBKO CEKYyHJI U IO-
ISATUIICSA HAa KOJIEHSIX Ha IpPEKHEE MECTO.

JApoxXamuii BCEeM TEJIOM MaJbYUK IPOIOJIKAI JIEKATh.
OT0 OBUI MPEMUIBIA PYCOBOJOCHIM IOHEI[ C YyTOYKY OTTOIbI-
PEHHBIMU TPA3HBIMU YIIAMU U HEMBITBHIM JIUI[OM.

— Xxo0! — OopMmoTanu ero HUCKPUBIEHHBIE CTpPaxoM
ryosr.— Xxo!
— IlonHumaiics, OHBIA NpenoK! — ckKa3zall 4acoBOW Ma-

crep.— Hdyx Beaukoro Xxo mapyet te0e *KU3HB!

— 3a4eM BBl MOPOYHUTE €MY T'OJOBY KaKMM-TO AYXOM?—
C YYBCTBOM HEKOTOPOTrO BO3MYULIEHHs mporosopuia Myxa.—
Jlyuymie Obl BBl pa3zbsACHUIM ITHUM JIOJSM, 4TO Ha 3eMJie HET
U HUKOTJa HE OBITO HUKAKUX JAYXOB!

— Moxer CpiTh, 1 €l AOJKEH HAyYUTh UX Taliuile
YMHOXKEHUA? — yCMEXHYJICH Benukanos.— Bcemy cBoOé€
Bpemsa, Myxa-mymka! I[Ipoiinét kakux-HUOYIb TOJIMUIIH-
OHa JIeT, U BCE cTaHeT SICHO 0e3 MoOMX OOBACHEHHH... I'M...
BrnpoueMm, kak TeOe, HaBEpHO, U3BECTHO, JaXK€ B HAIE BpeMs
el CyHeCTBYET KakKOe€-TO KOJHUYECTBO JIOJAECH, KOTOPHIC HA
MOJIHOM CepbE3e MPOAOJKAIOT BEPUTh B Pa3HBIX AYXOB...

— OJT0 Tak,— cka3zaina Myxa,— HO BBl ONSATh OYEHbD
MHOTO T'OBOPHUTE, a MEUEPHBIEC JIOAU CMOTPIT HAa HAC U, 4ETro
n100poro, moyMarT, 4TO Mbl SBUJIMCH K HUM CO 3JBIMU HaMe-
peHussMu!

— Tsl npaBa, Myxa, Torga Ham He cnobpoBats! IlogHu-
Maucs Xe, MOM HEYMBITHIM NpPEeNOK, U NpUHUMAKCA 3a A0,
KOTOpOe OBLIIO MPEepPBAHO TBOUM HECBOEBPEMEHHBIM CHOM!

OH momMor MajbyuKy NOJHATHCSA M JKECTaMH TOKasal,
YTOOBl OH MOJIOXKUJ B MOTYXIIUH KOCTEpP BajeXHUK. Manb-
YUK HEMEIJIEHHO NMOBUHOBAJCS YKAa3aHUIO 4aCOBOIO MacTepa.

— A Tenepb,— KpUKHYJ BenukaHoOB BceMy ILJIEMEHH,
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OpOAOJKAKIIEMY CTOSATh Ha KOJEHAX,— CMOTPHUTE ClOAA,
MY UYUHBI, XEHIIUHBI U neTu! CMOTpUTE BHUMATEJIBHO, CO-
TBOPEHHBIE MHOTOBEKOBBIM Tpyaom nwoau! f 3axurar Bam
koctép! A momyTua, 1 He n1yx Benukoro Xxo! S mpocto de-
JOBEK, TAKOW k€, KaK U Bbl, HO TOJHKO MOOMNBITHEWH, YEM BHlI,
U, moXxanyi, nogoopee. M moToMy 4To s MOOMBITHEE U MOJ00-
pee Bac, 1 BO3Bpallal BaM OTOHb, 0€3 KOTOPOro BBl YK€ HeE
MoxeTe KuTh! S Bo3Bpamar BaMm xu3Hb! W3 mniemeHu
B MJEMs Bbl MOHECETE JIETEHAY O TOM, KakK K BaM SIBUJIHCH
nobpeie ayxu. Jlerenmga sta ckopo 3a0yaeTcs, HO MOTOMKHU
Bamu He 3a0yayT, YTO OTOHb MOJXKHO JOOBIBATh MPHU MOMOIIH
Tpenusi. Ceroans Bel camMu yoenunuch B 3ToM! U odeHsp cko-
pO caMmble AOTOIIHBIE U3 Bac JOOYJAYT OTOHb CBOUM TPyJoM!
BoTr uem 3HamMeHaTeneH Ball CEroAHSAMHHUNA AeHb! OauH U3
CaMbIX UCTOPUYECKHUX JHEH B HMCTOpUH uesioBedecTtBa! D-3, na

Bbl € BCE pPAaBHO HUYETrO HE MOHSIIM M3 CKA3aHHOTO MHOM,
noporue mnpeaku!

YacoBoil MacTep YUPKHYJI CIUYKOM.

— T'opu, Benukuit Orons! — npobopmMoTal OH.

— JaBHo ObI Tak! — BBIpBanoch y Myxu.

CHavana HEXHO-ToJdy0Ol, MOTOM TEMHO-CEPBIA ABIM 3a-
KoJjie0ayicss HaJl KOCTPOM, M 30JOTUCTBIE SI3bIYKU MIaMEHH 3a-
IpbITaJ B MNOTPECKHUBAKIIEM BaJEXHHUKE.

C kakuM HaclaXJE€HUEM BJIbIXAJM MEUIEPHBIC JIIOIU 3HA-
KOMBIM C IETCTBA M TAKOW HEBBIPA3UMO NPUATHBINM, TOPHKO-
BaThIM 3amax ropsmero koctpa! WX HO3apu pa3ayBaiuch
U mojaparuBaiu, a riaza 6xectenu. C CBANIEHHBIM TPENETOM
CMOTpenu OHM Ha BemumkanoBa m Myxy.

— Xxo0! — TuUX0 cKa3aJ crnacéHHbId OT CMEPTU Malb-
YHK.

— Xxo0! — Kak 3X0, IpOTOBOPHUJHU JIOJAU BCEro MJIEMEHH.

— JKusure, goporue npenku! — cHoBa paszjgancs Oac

BenukanoBa.— U mycTh Bama XU3Hb JEHb OTO JAHS CTaHO-
BUTCS nyuuie!..

OH moaHsn Tia3a Ha TECHO CHAaBJIEHHBIE CTBOJIBI JBYX
0epé3, ¢ cuioi MOTEP PYKY O pyKy U MHOTO3HAYUTEJIbHO TPH-
O0aBMII:

— Xxo!

Myxe moka3anoch, 4TO MEUWEPHBIE JOAU MOHAIU €ro. Bo
BCSIKOM cJiy4ae, BCE OHM C OOJNBIIUM YyBCTBOM, TOYHO TaK XK€
NOTEPJIU CBOU PYKHU U, TIIsAAs Ha OepE3bl, TOBTOPUIIU:

— Xxo!

Myxa wu BenunkaHoB MeajneHHO yaanuiaucb. Hukrto He
CKa3al MM HHU CJIOBa, U HHUKTO HE€ TMBITAJICS 3aJCPKUBATH.
KTo mor ocmenutbcsa BcTynaTh B oOmeHue ¢ ayxamu? Tem
O0oJiee, 4YTO HUKTO W3 MEIIEPHBIX JIIOJed ené He 3Hajl CJOB
0Jaro1apHOCTH.
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— Tuk-Tak, THUK-TaK,— BCE I'pOMYE CTy4yalld Yachl Be-
KOB,— THK-TaK, THK-TaK...

[TyremecTBeHHUKU OOHApPYX UM 3aJHIOK JBEPLY YacoB
B OTPOMHOM KaMHE€ y IIUPOKOTO M cBeTJioro o3epa. Cranm qu-
KUX YTOK KPSKaJH B CyXHX KaMblllax. BeposTHO, OHM Yyxke
coOupanuce B AaJlbHUMN, NOBTOPSAIOLIUIICS U3 BEKa B BEK IyTh
Ha [OT, B TENJbIE 3€MJM, IJe OOUTANMU Ipyrue J0au, APyTrue
IUIEMEHA. ..

YacoBoil MacTep OTKpBUI JABEpPUY, U NYTEIIECTBEHHUKHU
yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKyHJ O0Ka3aluch B KOMHATeE.

«Mppp»,— H3aanma KOIMKAa POKOUYYIIUW 3BYK, IpbIras Ha
OJ C Kpecjia M CTapasich NOTEPEThCA O HOTY JEBOYKH.

— Jlo cBupmanusa, Myxa-Mymka,— cKa3aJ 4YacoBOM Ma-
crep.

— Mpb1 yBuauMcs 3aBTpa’?—cHOpocuia OHa.

— He... 3Ha10,— OTBETHUJI OH HEONPEIACIEHHO,— y MEHSA
€CTh KOE-KaKHE€ HEOTJIOXKHBIE Aea...

* %k X

... Ha sToMm, cOOCTBEHHO, U KOHYAIOTCS HEOOBIYHBIE MPU-
KiarodeHuss Myxu.

ABTOpy ocTaétcs TONBKO MpUOABUTH, YTO OHA OOJbIIE
HUKOTJAa HE BCTpeyalla 4YacoBOro macrtepa. Bo3MOXHO, OH
nepeexajq B Jpyrod ropoa. A 4To KacaeTcsi BOJIICOHBIX 4Ya-
COB, TO OHM NO-IPEKHEMY CTOSIT B CTOJIOBOW TOW cCaMOU KBap-
TUpPBI, TAe KUBET Myxa. Ho, yBBI, 3TU 4acbl CHOBA HE XOIAT.
Bropodem, KT0o 3HaeT, MOXET OBITh, OHU KOTJAa-HUOYIb 3a3BeE-
HAT cHOBa. Bo BcsgkoMm ciyuae, Myxa O4€Hb 3TOTO XOYET U
YaCTEHbKO HANEBAET, TASAAs Ha HUX:

He wumayTr yachl HHKaK —
N vHM THK W HU Tak,

Ho 5 3Haw caejgaTthb Kak,
Y100 Xx0aMM THK Ja Tak.
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Cosepxanne _

TJIABA TIEPBAA, 68 KOMOpOU HAYUHAIOMCA \
npuknoyenuss Myxu 5
TJIABA BTOPAA, 6 komopou Myxa u cma—
puuox Benuxanos  npoHu- , Nt
Kaiom 6 O0OUCTOPUYECKVIO
9NOXY 9
I JIABA TPETHA, 68 KOMOpOU  NpoUCXooum
cmMepmenbHas cxeamka
00€3bsIHbL ¢ MUSPoOM 14

TIJIABA YETBEPTAA, 6 komopou Myxa u Benu-
KAHO8 3HAKOMUMCS C 4Yelo-
seuecKuMU NpeoxKamu 25

T JIABA TIATAA, 6 Komopot pooumenu Myxu
oueHb becnoxoamcsa o ee
300posbe

TJIABA HIECTAA, 68 KOMOpOU HYacvl B6eK08
CHO8A HAYUHAIOM CMY4amb

IJIABA CEJ[bMAA, 6 «komopoii ewisacHaemcs,
Ymo no cHezy MOMNCHO XO-
oums OOCUKOM

I 7IABA BOCBMAA, 6 komopoii npodoadxcaiomcs
npukaovenus Myxu u ua-

C068020 macmepa

I JIABA JIEBATAA, 6 xomopou Myxa u uaco-
80Ul macmep cnacaiom om
cMepmu  MANbYUKa U 803-
8pawaromecs. OOMoll
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